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The ultimate betrayal? Tories took 
money from a heroin baron 


The Conservative Party 
received a £Im donation 
from one of south-east 
Asia's most notorious 
drug smugglers, his 
family alleged yesterday. 
Steve Boggan and Anthony 
Bevins report the latest, 
and probably most 
damaging, instalment in 
the Tory funding 
controversy 

Ma Sik-chun, 59, channelled 
the money to the party-in June 
1994, according to a series of 
front-page articles yesterday in 
the Hong Kong-based Orien- 
tal Daily News, which the Ma 
family owns. 

According to the reports, 
which were accompanied by a 
picture of Mr Ma's son with 
John Major, the payment was 
made in an effort to smooth Ma 
senior’s return to Hong Kong 
from Taiwan, where he has 
lived as a fugitive since 1978. 

Three months after the 
donation was made. Ma 
Ching-kwan, Mr Ma’s son, was 
invited to dine with Mr Major 
at Downing Street The Ori- 
ental Daih' News published a 
copy of the invitation and the 
menu - cucumber and tar- 
ragon soup, roast lamb with 
rosemajy and orange and 
caramelised lemon tart 

Conservative Central Office 
last night strongly denied that 
the party would accept dona- 
tions with any strings attached. 

Ma senior fled to Thiwan af- 
ter beingcharged in connection 
with one of Asia’s largest drug- 
irafficldng operations. A year 
earlier, in 1977, his brother, Ma 
Sik-yu, known in Hong Kong 
as “White Powder Ma”, had 
taken the same route after 
being tipped off that the police 
were about to arrest him on 
similar charges. 

In yesterday's Oriental Dai- 
ly Nevis, the family said they 
had asked for the return of the 
£lm donation last April and 
they reproduced a receipt, 
numbered A 10885, from Tory 
headquarters in Smith Square, 
Westminster, acknowledging 
the JElm gift. 

According to the news- 
paper, the Conservatives were 
fuUy aware of the source of the 
funds and originally made out 
the receipt to an “anonymous 


donor". It is understood the 
family hoped it would smooth 
the return of Ma senior to 
Hong Kong. 

However, the reports say, 
the Conservatives decided that 
£lm was too large an amount 
to be credited to an anonymous 
benefactor so “they realised 
they needed a real name but ... 
that it was not convenient to 
put Ma Sik-chun". The news- 
paper claimed that the receipt 
was subsequently altered and 
made out to his son "CK Ma”, 
Ma Ching-kwan, who was then 
the chairman of the Oriental 
Press Group, which publishes 
the newspaper. 

The paper said the true 
source of the donation was the 
fugitive Ma, although a sepa- 
rate donation of £548.000, was 
donated by the “Ma family” in 
1994. It is understood the bulk 
of this money was given to the 
Tbries to fund a party printing 
press in Reading. 

Last night the Conservative 
Party refused to discuss indi- 
vidual donors but a spokesman 
said donations were never ac- 
cepted with conditions at- 
tached. "We will categorically 
say that the Conservative Par- 
ty did not or would not accept 
donations conditional on 
favours,” the spokesman said. 

Asked by The Independent 
whether the numbered receipt 
as amended was authentic, the 
party refused to comment It 
also failed to confirm or deny 
it had received a request for the 
return of the £lm donation. 
However, the spokesman said 
the party would return any 
money if it was proven to 
come from illegal sources. 

Mr Major’s office said he 
was in the Untied States yes- 
terday and, therefore, not 
available to explain why CK 
Ma’s presence at Downing 
Street on 27 September 1994 
was not listed at the time as one 
of the former Prime Minister’s 
official engagements. 

According Lo the Oriental 
Daily News, Chris Patten, the 
former Governor of Hong 
Kong and former Conservative 
Party chairman, acted as a “go 
between” for the donation 
from Ma Sik-chun. 

Mr Patten firmly denied 
the allegation yesterday, de- 
scribing it as a “complete and 
utter fabrication”. 

“1 know nothing about any 
donations Mr Ma may have 



Deadly link: The family of a South-East Asian drug smuggler claimed that he gave the Tories £Im to smooth his 
return to Hong Kong from Taiwan, where he had lived as a fugitive Photograph: Conor Caffrey/Science Photo Library 


made to Central Office." he 
said. “It would have been whol- 
ly improper for me to be in- 
volved [in fund-raising] once I 
left the chairmanship of the 
party. 

“Mr Mas [junior’s] father 
was treated in accordance with 
all the usual rule of law consid- 
erations. The truth of that is 
what has happened. Where is 
he now?” 


In the year the donation was 
made, former Cabinet minis- 
ter David Mellor was hired as 
a consultant by the Oriental 
Press Group in his capacity as 
a lawyer. It is understood that 
part of his role was to advise 
the family on whether Mr Ma 
senior could return to Hong 
Kong. Mr Mellor listed the 
consultancy in the Members' 
Register of Interests. He de- 


clined to comment yesterday. 

Commenting on the dona- 
tion a Labour Party spokesman 
said last night; “If this is true, 
then it is both a disgrace and 
a disaster for the Tory party. 

"We have always said that 
once the source of their foreign 
funding hecame known, it 
would be an enormous em- 
barrassment from which it 
would he difficult for them to 


recover. William Hague and his 
predecessors have got some 
very serious questions to an- 
swer and we will keep pressing 
them very persistently.” 

With Lord Neill's official in- 
quiiy into party funding already 
taking written evidence, the 
bombshell charge could not 
have dropped at a worse mo- 
ment for Mr Hague. 

Tory scandal, page 7 
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Dobson prompts 
; abortion row 

Frank Dobson, the Health Secretary, prompted a political 
: row. yest e rd a y by saying he would like to see abortion 
laws relaxed for earty. terminations. He insisted he was 
putting forward a personal view and that it was not a 
matter of government policy, but he would support such 
a move if it was put forward by a backbencher. Downing 
Street distanced itself from his suggestions, which 
including removing the requirement for two doctors to 
agree to an early termination. Page 3 

Carl Perkins dies 

Carl Perkins, who wrote the hit song “Blue Suede 
Shoes” that helped lift Elvis Presley to stardom, and who 
became a legend himself as one of the founders of rock 
’n’ roll, died yesterday, aged 65. The son of a tenant 
farmer in Tennessee, the singer-guitarist produced fast- 
paced tunes and twangy lyrics which influenced dozens 
of rockers to come, including the Beatles, Bob Dylan and 
Eric Clapton. Obituary, page 18 


Ulster’s wild men try to 
gun down peace process 
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Northern Ireland was braced for 
further killings after republicans 
shot dead a leading loyalist in 
Belfast and a second man was 
shot in the city. Our Ireland 
Correspondent charts the latest 
turns in the cycle of violence. 

Many Catholic bars in south Belfast 
were almost deserted last night after the 
Irish National Liberation .Array killing of 
a shopkeeper with links to the paramili- 
tary Ulster Defence Association. 

In what appeared to be a reprisal, a 
Catholic man was taken to hospital with 
serious injuries last night after he was shot 
several times in a taxi office in Ormeau 
Road, south Belfast. 

The shootings took place as the Gov- 
ernment was seeking to calm and steady 
the peace process after recent turmoil, 
with Tony Blair meeting Sinn Fein lead- 
ers Geny Adams and Martin McGuin- 
ness in Downing Street to hear their 
criticisms of the direction of political 
talks. 

Mr Blair was told by the delegation 
that the situation in Ulster was “grave”, 
while the Prime Minister insisted that the 
peace process would not be derailed by 


the laiesL in a series of sectarian murders. 

Back in Northern Ireland, the Stor- 
mont multi-party talks, which were sup- 
posed to get down to business on a 
detailed agenda, were adjourned for a 
time when news of the shooting came 
through. The man killed. Jim Guiney, was 
a family friend of Gary McMichael. 
leader of the Ulster Democratic party, 
w'hich is the political wing uf the UDA. 
He was married with four children. 


BY DAVID 
MCKITTRICK 


Those involved in the Lalks now face 
the task of carrying on vital negotiations 
at a lime when the din of war is all loo 
audible from the streets outside. There 
is also a high possibility *»f violent UDA 
retaliation for the killing, which would 
then he followed by calls for the cxpul- 
>ion of the UDP from the talks. 

Mr Guiney was at work in his small car- 
pet shop at Dunmuny in south Belfast 
w hen a number oMNLA gunmen entered 
and shot him several times. They ran off 


to make their getaway in a car later found 
burning in a republican area of west 
Belfast. 

The INLA was responsible for last 
mouth's killing of leading loyalist Billy 
Wright inside Lhe Maze prison. Four 
Catholics have been killed in retaliation 
since then. Security had already been 
stepped up as the cycle of killings con- 
tinued. and will now be reviewed again. 

The INLA does not regard itself as be- 
ing on ceasefire and is against the pre- 
sent peace process, ft would regard the 
collapse of the talks as a victory. 

Mr McMichael said last night: ,f What 
we have here is a bunch of lunatics in the 
INLA who are trying to bring our entire 
society back into war again. 1 don’t think 
that any of us are safe. There are people 
out there who are hell-bent on bringing 
further violence. Except for keeping our 
wits about us there is very little we can 
actually do.” 

In the early hours of Sunday morn- 
ing the Loyalist Volunteer Force shot 
dead Fcrgal McCusker. a Catholic man 
on his way home from a night out. The 
killings have created an atmosphere of 
tension at a time when from a republi- 
can point of view the talks have not been 

going well. 

Revenge attacks. Page 5 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Hoping to be famous 
for 15 megabytes 




i msie 



One could invoke Andy 'Warhol, with his dictum that “in the future eveiy- 
body will be Famous for 15 minutes". In passing one could quote Socrates, 
who said that “The unexamined life is not worth living." 

But in trying to understand why the satellite company, Bravo TV, plans 
to install a camera in a British woman's bedroom, and broadcast a live 
picture every two min utes to the World Wide Web, you probably wouldn't 
mention Lord Reith, godfather of the BBC. who proclaimed that the pur- 
pose of public broadcasting was "to inform, to educate and to entertain". 

Actually, when asked the purpose of Bravo's move is, Andy Grumbridge. 
the station's online editor, said rather bluntly; “More viewers." 

Ye-es. more viewers. Obviously, any TV channel wants more viewers. 
But in putting all this technology to use to produce a "programme" which 
will also be featured on your Website, what are you trying to get out of 
this project? “More viewers.” he repeated. Not necessarily better-informed, 
just more of them. Presently, Bravo has an undisclosed (but not huge) view- 
ers hip principally consisting of men aged between 16 and 44. 

Meanwhile, the idea of putting a digital camera linked to the World 
Wide Web in your bedroom is not new. In the United States, Je nnif er Ring- 

ley set up “Jennicam" 
some years ago, and 
I fed those pictures to 
1 the Web. It became 
hugely popular, not 
least because many 
men are obsessed by 
the idea . of seeing 

. . — — women take their 

clothes off. There are 
now hundreds of 

Totally uninhibited: Rosie, from London, “Webcam" sites oper- 
who hopes to achieve fame and glory after ated purely for porno- 
exposing herself on the Web graphic profit, in which 

the user has to give a 

credit card number in order to see anything. “Most of the ones in the US 
are just professional tease artists," said Mr Grumbridge. 36, confidently. 

The three women vying to be featured on the Bravo site will not be 
professionals, nor tease artists: “r m doing it for the exposure," said Rosie, 
a “totally uninhibited" singer from the East End of London. Kate, 23. from 
Hertfordshire, hopes it wifi lead to a job as a TV presenter. Mr Grum- 
bridge insists tbe idea of the Bravo she is not to titillate. “Bravo is known 
for showing classic TV series, and this is classic Internet." he said, though 
quite bow classic a medium which only entered the general perception in 
1994 can be is perhaps open to question. 

“Tbe fascinating thing about Webcam sites is being able to to see some- 
thing live, remotely," he said. “It's fascinating. I've looked at shots of San 
Francisco Bay. 1 really don’t know why I do it, but you can see the sea- 
sons change, share m somebody else's existence." 

Given those possible panoramas, why show a female Briton's bedroom? 
“The Nineties have been the decade of the fly-on-the-wall documentary, 
and this is the ultimate one. And anyway. Us not just limited to the bed- 
room. You can take it from room to room." Perhaps they could film the 
flies. Now that would be the ultimate. In the meantime, Bravo is hoping 
for hits on its Website, where presently about 50,000 people pass by dai- 
ly - 90 per cent of them from Britain. And it will be interesting to see if 
any rise comes from the US, where they might not be able to see tbe TV 
station, but tfrey do know something free when they seeiL _ . .. . 

— ■ Charles Arthur 
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Truly regal: Dame Judi won an award for her portrayal of Queen Victoria 


Dame Judi sinks Winslet in Golden Globes 


Dame Judi Dench has upset the odds by heating fel- 
low British actress Kate Winslet for the best actress 
prize at Hollywood's Golden Globe Awards, a clue 
to eventual Oscar winners. Winslet's co-star in 77- 
tanic, Leonardo DiCaprio, was beaten by Peter Fon- 
da. The film won four awards, including best picture. 

The victories of Dame Judi and Rrter Fonda struck 
a blow for age and experience. Dame Judi, Queen 
Victoria in Mrs Brown, also saw off another British 
contender, Helena Bonham Carter, who has won 
praise for her role in Wings of the Dow. 

Peter Fonda was chose n as best actor for his por- 
trayal of a bee keeper in Ulee's Gnld. 

Winners of the Globes, awarded by the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association, become almost automatic 
favourites for Oscars, partly because the awards cer- 
emony is televised around the world. Titanic lakes 
that position this year, haring earned James Cameron 


a Golden Globe for best director and b ringin g in 
awards for best original score and best original song. 

.45 Good as it Gets, about a romance between a 
waitress and a reclusive writer, played by Helen Hunt 
and Jack Nicholson, was best comedy. They won 
awards for best performances in a comedy. 

Best actor in a dramatic television series was 
Anthony Edwards of ER , and best actress in that cat- 
egory went to Christine Lahti of the rival hospital 
drama Chicago Hope. 

Ving Rhames. best actor in a made-for-TV 
meric for his portrayal of America's wild-haired box- 
ing promoter Don King, tried to give his Globe to 
the veteran actor Jack Lemmon, a competitor in the 
same category. “Acting is about giving and I want to 
give this award to a man who has given us so much," 
he said after calling Lemmon on to the stage 

— David Lister, Arts News Editor 


Man versifying 
laddishly wins 
TS Eliot Prize 


Bard of the demotic Don 
Paterson at last nights awards 


The poetry world's answer to Men 
Befuning Badly has walked off with 
the prize established to com- 
memorate saintly TS Eliot. 

Scottish musician-tumed-poct 
Don Paterson last night won the 
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Williams, is also a Faber author. 
The Bloomsbury-based publisher 


had two titles on the shortlist of ID 
( Walcott was the other); Newcas- 
tle's Bloodaxe Books managed 
five. The victory rounds off a 
high-profile week for Eliot's old 
firm, after it grabbed headlines 
with the poems Ted Hughes wrote 
in memory of Sylvia Plalh. 

Paterson was bom in Dundee 
in 1963. moved to London in the 
19SUs and lives in Brighton. He has 
woo the A/von FVielry Competition 
and. in 1994. his first collection. Nil 


Nil took the Forward Prize. A gui- 
tarist. he has recorded three al- 
bums with folk-jazz band Lammas. 

As the titles of his collections 
hint, Paterson employs the laddish 
stand-bys of sporL sex, bpoze and 
- in his new volume, trains - to 
introduce toughly demotic yet 
lyrical reflections on love, art and 
time. God's Gift to Women, which 
has a running railway motif, even 
includes one memorable poem 
that consists of the names of for- 
gotten Scottish branch-line sta- 
tions, The Eliot prize, which last 
year went to the Australian sheep- 
farming bard Les Murray, may 
seem to have become a trophy that 
rewards testosterone. In both cas- 
es, the swagger is skin-deep. 

Boyd Tonkin, Literary Editor 


Prize reading. Eye, page 6 
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Personality clue to heart attacks a 

Negative, insecure and distressed people are : 

fnwG, — A bonrt attack than those with other types of personalty, ae- 


Negative, insecure and distress^ ^ . 

fer a second ft* 

in vears Researchers found the rate of recurrent heart attack for men with 
personalities, characterised by amdely andnegatirc 
52per centwmpared with 12 per cent for non-^ype D mdwiduak “Typtf 
D"people were^denfified by scores for two particular traits - feelm^ of , 

worreand amdetv and social inhibition or lacking assertiveness. - 

p^rious rese^ch has “type A" behaviour- ^araaerfeed by 
hostility - as a risk factor for heart attack- But Dr Denollet said “gjjeD 
finding were more reliable because they depended on two penouty 1 
rather than the “hotchpotch" of signs and symptoms : 

A" individuals. The results were published in the American Heart As^oq- 
ation journal. Circulation. 
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More men think shopping is super 


More men are getting behind super- l SAYS 

market trolleys to do the food shopping, — — ' hell OAtc'f 

according to a survey of buying habits. "7 A &Ti OR- .■ -j 

The proportion of men who claim they A \ 

regularly do the main shop has risen 
from 21 per cent last year to 26 per cent. '✓SiS 

However, the surge is mainly among fjTS n y l) 

high-earning under-24-year-olds living J Jfa ) ll I 11 

in London. In families with children, j 1 d /u 

only 11 per cent of men say they pick 
up the groceries. The survey, by retail 
agency Healey & Baker, also found / |rr£Lj^{JS^[ 
shoppers were becoming more dis- / 
ceraing about the source of their food. ® u/b***- 

Nearly six out of 10 ay to buy British, 

the same amount do not want to buy ge- .. . . 

netically modified food; and 44 per cent try to avoid factory-farmed food. 
However, three-quarters complained that organic food is over-priced. 

— Qenda Cooper ; Consumer Affairs Correspondent 
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TRAVEL 

Rise in deaths from landing flights 


A record 640 people were killed last year on aircraft coming in to land, ac- 
cording to Flight International magazine. But the numbers killed in flights 
last year were about the same as the average figure for the previous decade. 

Flight said there were 51 fatal airline accidents in 1997 and these resulted. . 
in 1 ,306 deaths. This compares with an annual average of 49 fatal accidents' 
and 1,243 deaths for the preceding decade. Special efforts have been made 
to reduce accidents involving aircraft coming in to land, which were.ofteu 
attributed to pilot error. Flight said: “Although small carriers and non-pas- 
senger operations lend ... to account for the majority of the ... accidents, 
major carriers are manifestly vulnerable." 

— Randeep Ramesh, Transport Correspondent 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.38 

Italy (lira) 

1884 

Austria (schillings) 

20.47 

Japan (yen) 

209.26 

Belgium (francs) 

60.22 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

229 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.28 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.85 

Norway (kroner) 

12-10 

Denmark (kroner) 

II.J7 

Portugal (escudos) 

295.61 

Finland (markka) 

8.88 

Spain (pesetas) 

246.67 

France (francs) 

9.77 

South Africa (rands) 

7.80 

Germany (marks) 

193 

Sweden (kroner) 

1187 

Greece (drachmei) 

46156 

Switzerland (francs) 

139 

Hong Kong ($) 

1129 

Turkey (lira) 

340,367 

Ireland (punts) 

1.15 

USA ($) 

1.60 



Source: Thomas Cook 
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they re all hugely reduced. So don’t be sold anyone = 
else s old stock. Call or .get online to the worlds largest 
direct PC manufacturer* now. WJDC - 
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Abortion remark sparks debate over teenage mothers 


Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, yesterday ignited a 
savage political row by calling for 
an easing of the abortion laws. 
Among those looking on aghast 
will be the Prime Minister, a 
staunch conservative on the issue. 
So why has Dobson acted? 
Because, say Jeremy Laurance and 
Cbfin Brown, Britain has a real 
problem with teenage pregnancy. 


Culling schoolgirl pregnancies is lo be a key 
clement of the Government's public health 
strategy. lo be launched next week. But ihc 
national large L set by the Tories is un- 
workable. Labour believes. 

Britain has the highest teenage preg- 
nancy rate in Europe but ministers say the 
target of halving it in girls under 16 by 2000 , 
set by the last government, ignores the huge 
variations in different parts of the country. 
Four times as many schoolgirls get preg- 
nant in pans of the North and Midlands 
than in the belter off South. 

Downing Street moved swiftly yester- 
day to distance Tony Blair from remarks 


Could sex education 
have prevented her 
from pregnancy at 15 ? 


Britain’s record on teenage 
pregnancy is worse than in any 
other country in Europe. 

Jeremy Laurance asks where 
we went wrong. 


The Eighties was an unhappy decade for 
teenage sex in the UK. 

Until the start of the decade, teenage 
pregnancy rates had been dropping. The 
wider availability of the contraceptive pill 
and of abortion.during the Seventies had 
altered the outcome for thousands of 
teenagers of the sexual experimentation 
that is a feature of adolescence across the 
developed world. 

By the start of the Eighties concep- 
tion rates of 15- to 19-year-olds were a 
quarter lower than a decade earlier and 
teenage births were more than a third low- 
er. Births to under- 16-year-olds were also 
a third lower. Then the improving trend 
stopped and went into reverse. 

Explaining that reversal is key to un- 
derstanding (he factors that underlie 
teenage sex. For it was at that point, in 
the early Eighties, that Britain's experi- 
ence started to diverge from that of the 
rest of Europe. While in almost all Eu- 
ropean countries the teenage birth rate 
fell sharply, in Britain it rose. 

In 19S0. 40 in every 1-000 girls aged 
15 to 19 had babies. By 1990 the figure 
had risen to 44. Among under- 16-year- 
olds, 3.3 per thousand had babies in 1980, 
rising to 5 in 1990. 

Since 1990. the picture has improved 
but in 1993. the rates turned up again. 

Experts say the disaster of the Eight- 
ies can be blamed on the doubts about 
young people’s rights to confidential 
advice raised by the Victoria Gfllick case 
and cuts to family planning clinics. But 
a deeper reason driving young girls into 
motherhood - in the Eighties and now 
- is the lack of other options in their lives. 
Increasingly, teenage pregnancies are 


wanted pregnancies - and that makes it 
a much harder problem for policy mak- 
ers to crack. 

Ann Furedi. director of the Birth 
Control Trust, said: “Having a child can 
be a rite of passage into adulthood just 
as getting a first job used to be. 

“It can be a way for a young woman 
to get away from her own family, by cre- 
ating a new one, and it can be a way of 
attracting attention.'' 

A pregnancy to a middle-class teenag- 
er who is expected to go on to higher ed- 
ucation is far more likely to end in 
abortion than one Lo a teenager from a 
deprived background. Motherhood pro- 
vides them with a role they would oth- 
erwise lack. 

Alison Hadley, of Brook Advisory 
Centres, the family planning organisation, 
said: “We need a big change in youth per- 
spective but there is still a lot we could 
do by improving sex education and avail- 
ability of contraception. Many pregnan- 
cies just happen and we could reduce 
those lhat are unintended." 

The Netherlands has one of the low- 
est rales of teenage pregnancy in Europe, 
despite its liberal reputation. Greater 
knowledge has not made Dutch children 
dangerously wise beyond their years. Sur- 
veys show they start having sex six months 
later on average than British children. 

However, reasons for the Dutch suc- 
cess are less obvious than is sometimes 
suggested. Sex education was only made 
compulsory in schools in 1993. family 
planning services for young people are 
sporadic and training in contraception for 
GPS is limited. The key lies in cultural al- 
titudes which encourage open discussion 
of sex in a non-sensationalist way. 

Ms Hadley said: “Sex is not regard- 
ed as naughty in the Netherlands. Peo- 
ple are much more open about it and 
about ail owing teenagers to make up their 
own minds which encourages a respon- 
sible and sensible attitude. Sex is not seen 
as a tool of rebellion." 


by Mr Dobson after he had supported 
changing the law lo make early abortion 
easier to obtain and said there should be 
more contraceptives available to young 
women. Mx Dobson had suggested that re- 
quiring one rather than two doctors to au- 
thorise an abortion could make it easier for 
Teenagers lo obtain one. 

“The position on abortion has not 
changed," said a Downing Street source. 
That was seen as a clear signal that there 
are no plans by the Government to change 
the law, in spite of the personal opinions 
of the Secretary of State for Health. 

Mr Dobson made it clear he would sup- 


port a backbench bill to reform abortion 
legislation, bur without g ove rn m ent support, 
that has little chance of becoming law. Anti- 
abortion campaigners, led by Ann 
Widdeoombe, the former Home Office min- 
ister, insisted that the fact that Mr Dob- 
son’s position made it difficult for the 
Government to duck the issue by saying it 
was his own personal view. “U is like the 
Horae Secretary saying he supports bang- 
ing." she said. 

Attempting to douse the fire. Tessa Jow- 
ell, minister of health, stud yesterday that 
the priority was to prevent pregnancies. Fig- 
ures showed the under-lfe pregnancy rate 


ranged from more than 15 girls in every 
thousand in Barnsley to less than four in 
west Surrey. “The scale of the regional in- 
equalities makes a compelling case for lo- 
cal action. To take the national average 
doesn't mean anything. We believe the way 
to tackle teenage pregnancy is through a 
combination of national and local action.” 

Bringing down teenage pregnancies, 
which are highest in deprived urban areas, 
»s a key element in the Government's drive 
to tackle poverty. Four task groups have 
been studying the problem. Mis Jowell said 
she planned further meetings with 
teenagers, teenage mothers— and their par- 
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Young mother: Rhonda, 15, features in the BBC’s Inside Story tonight with two other women who conceived before they 
were 16, reflecting a trend which gives Britain the highest number of underage mothers in Europe Photograph: BBC 
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cots. Editors of teenage magazines are also 
to be consulted. 

Progress in cutting teenage pregnancies 
has been very slow in Britain, which has a 
high rate compared with others, despite 
Government targets and propaganda. Mrs 
Jowell said yesterday: “You can set all the 
targets in the world but they are useless un- 
less they achieve something. The important 
thing is not just to stop these girls becom- 
ing pregnant but to build optimism and ex- 
citement about the future so that they don't 
feel impelled to see having a baby as tbe 
only way they can give their lives a purpose.” 

Leading article, page 16 


Teenage conceptions 

par 1.000 v.'C.Ten aged 13-15, England cnc VJcies 



Blair treads 
sensitive line 


Tony Blair last night was feeing renewed pres- 
sure over his views on the family in the row 
over teenage pregnancies. 

Mr Blair may feel uncomfortable with 
suggestions from ministers that abortion 
should be made easier and that contracep- 
tion should be more readily available to 
young girls. A committed Christian whose 
wife, Cfaerie, is a Roman Catholic, Mr Blair 
has admitted be finds the issue difficult, al- 
though he has supported abortion law re- 
form in the past 

The Prime Minister came under fire last 
October from the head of the Catholic 
church in England and Wales, Cardinal Basil 
Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, for 
failing to condemn “the evil" of abortion. 

His position was explained by a party 
spokesman in 19%: “Tony Blair is not hyp- 
ocritical at alL He has a perfectly clear po- 
sition. He thinks no one is in favour of 
abortion, nor thinks it is a good thing. 

“The issue is whether we should use the 
criminal law to lake choice away from peo- 
ple who have been placed in agonisingly dif- 
ficult circumstances. He does not think as 
a legislator Lhat the criminal law should pre- 
vent women from making that choice ” 

A Downing Street spokesman yesterday 
distanced Mr Blair from Mr Dobson. “The 
position on abortion has not changed," he 
said. That was seen as a clear signal that there 
are no plans to change the law, in spite of 
the opinions of the Health Secretary. 

The Labour landslide has reinforced the 
majority in the Commons heavily in favour 
of abortion law reform. 

Colin Brown, Chief PoTitkal Correspondent 
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Unlike a real diet, this is easy - just call us co see how much you could save on your 
phone bill. We promise if you don’t make savings in 1998 compared with BT (even 
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Child abuse inquiry 
goes back 40 years 


A major inquiry into 
child abuse stretching 
back 40 years has been 
launched in Greater 
Manchester. Nearly 50 
complaints about life in 
children^ homes have 
been made and police 
are appealing for people 
to come forward. 

Glenda Cooper , Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
investigates. 

Greater Manchester police yes- 
terday appealed for people who 
had been abused in children's 
homes in the area to come for- 
ward and help them with their 
investigation. 

A major inquiry named Op- 
eration Cleopatra, was launched 
yesterday in conjunction with so- 
cial services and the force's 
family support unit after 40 
people, mainly men, are believed 
to have made allegations of 
abuse about the time they spent 


in children's homes. The ma- 
jority of the complaints, which 
date as far back as 1958, are al- 
legations of sexual abuse. 

Detective Superintendent 
Peter St elf ox said officers were 
investigating 48 complaints in- 
volving children aged between 
II and 18. 

Such is the sheer volume of 
complaints that the investigation 
is likely to take at least-a year. 
But there are fears that the in- 
quiry may be hampered by the 
length of time which has 
elapsed and the difficulty in lo- 
cating witness evidence and 
medical records. 

"The volume of allegations 
is such that we arc bringing 
them under one operation. 
Over the last 18 months ... 5S 
allegations have been made," 
said Det Supt Stelfox. "At the 
moment we are sifting through 
and trying to gather supporting 
evidence which means we can 
go out and interview offenders. 
Seven local authorities have 
been named so far within the 
area. A number of complaints 
are about the same abuser." 


He confirmed a number of 
(he allegations were about sys- 
tematic abuse and said he was 
expecting today's appeal to lead 
to further alleged victims com- 
ing forward. 

“We arc in the early stages 
of this inquiiy and arc beginning 
the painstaking process of tak- 
ing detailed statements from 
complainants," he said. “If there 
are other people who have been 
abused in childrens homes in 
Greater Manchester, we would 
like to hear from them." 

The allegations arise from 
other inquiries conducted in 
Cheshire, North Wales, and 
Merseyside, and from the 
Greater Manchester area itself 

Bob Lewis, director of social 
services in Stockport, one of the 
seven authorities, said yesterday. 
"I hope that the culture of chil- 
dren's homes will have changed. 
We now have a series of guide- 
lines and reports which give clear 
guidance on recruitment and 
monitoring at children's homes. 
The ways in which children are 
looked after have changed sig- 
nificantly in recent years." 


Claims that trainers protect 
feet under investigation 


Trading standards officers are 
investigating claims by the mak- 
ers of expensive trainers for how 
well their shoes protect the 
wearer's fecL 

Shropshire Trading Stan- 
dards has acted after a com- 
plaint from a member of the 
public about trainers. The in- 
vestigation is focusing on the ad- 
vertising and marketing of the 
shoes' supposed special fea- 
tures for protecting the feet 
from impact Many brand-name 
shoes, which cost as much as £90 
to £100 a pair, elaim all manner 
of advanced technology. If of- 
ficers find that the shoes do not 
provide special protection the 
makers could be in contraven- 


tion of Lhe Trades Description 
Act and would face court action. 

“We are interested in look- 
ing at certain brands of footwear 
after a member of the public said 
that his trainers were not doing 
what they're supposed to do," 
said Stephan AddineD of Shrop- 
shire Trading Standards. 

As part of the investigation, 
officers are studying research 
published last month by scientists 
from McGill University in Mon- 
treal, Canada. The report, in the 
British Journal of Sports Medicine, 
said athletes who believed the 
claims of manufacturers were in 
more danger of injury because of 
raised expectations of their 
shoes' performance. 


The scientists looked into the 
injuries among 5.000 people tak- 
ing part in a 1 6km race in 
Berne, Switzerland. Those 
wearing expensive trainers were 
more than twice as likely to in- 
jure their feet as runners wear- 
ing less expensive makes. 

The report found; “Expen- 
sive shoes account for 123 per 
cent greater frequency of injury 
than the lowest-cost models, re- 
gardless of manufacturer." 

The report said that no ath- 
letic footwear had ever been 
shown to protect well against in- 
juries and it was therefore de- 
ceptive for advertisements to say 
they afforded good protection. 

— Paul McCann 



Cool outlook: A model presenting a light bustier dress with a lotus jacket as part of 
the British designer John Galliano’s spring/summer collection Photograph; Reuters 


Scotland Yard team set to 
:ackle police corruption 

l team of detectives has been *' the Met- 
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— Jason Bennetto. Crime Correspondent 

teachers’ paperwork warning 

lachers warned yesterday that they may mkem^f 
the Government and head teachers refuse 

“tE Snal Association of School mastera^mon ofWwen 
■achers began a campaign to rescue teachers from mountains 
paperworkand let them teach. Heads, say the union. ^stop 
akfag work for teachers by over-reacting to gpvemment 

loL schools are testing five-year-olds twice, once t^og ffieix 

vn test and again using one approved by the GovernmentiS 
■e reviewing targets every fortnight instead of once or twice a 
L^L^teacber^ote 15.000 words » band in a month- 
report for pupils. Lesson plans and school 
e often far too elaborate because that is what teachers think 
— th.’ union's General secretary said. 


Snow chaos in Scotland 

Around 4500 homes were still without power yesterday after snow 
and strong winds brought down power cables in Orkney, the west- 
ern Isles, Caithness and the Black Isle. 

Staff from Hydro-Electric were working to restore electrici- 
ty and additional engineers were beingflown to the Western Isles 
and Orkney where helicopters will be used to help workmen reach 
faults. The gales and blizzards battered the east coast of Scot- 
land with many roads closed in the Grampian region because of 
snow. Motoring organisations were urging drivers only to make 
journeys if necessary and a spokeswoman for Roadwatch Scot- 
land said: “Drivers should ensure they have a shovel in their car, 
warm clothing and emergency provisions in case they gel stuck 
in the snow drifts." 


Surgeon suspended 

A.surgeon was suspended from duty yesterday after concerns about 
his work were highlighted in an internal hospital review. 

Consultant general surgeon Christopher Ingoldby faces legal 
action by the families of two patients who died after operations 

he did. In October a six-figure sum was awarded by the High Court 

against Whkefield Health Authority to a patient who suffered liv- 
er damage after an operation by the surgeon. Mr Ingoldby is em- 
ployed at Pinderfields Hospital, in Wakefield, West Yorkshire, 
which is run by the Pinderfields and Pontefract Hospitals NHS 
Trust. A trust spokeswoman said a decision to suspend the sur- 
geon was made at a meeting yesterday. 
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With BT HomeCampus, 
it’s top marks all round. 


Now you can help your children get even more out of their 
education, with BT HomeCampus. We’re proud to say we’ve 
just won Gold in the 1 99S Educational Technology Awards for 
“the best educational product used by parents and children 
within the home environment It was presented to BT at 
BETT ’98 (the Education and Technology Show). 

BT HomeCampus is a website service dedicated to home 
learning and available to anyone who has access to the 
Internet. You and your children can find out information on 
curriculum subjects, take part in projects and join in 
discussion groups. There's also a new GCSE revision 
section and you can even e-mail education experts for 
extra help with exams or school work. As a parent, you 
can ask for advice or discuss any issues regarding your 
children's education. 

BT HomeCampus makes learning fun and includes reviews, 
competitions and an on-line magazine.- It sj.also regtiterRfe 
updated, making it a continuously g rowing; servic e TT'.T.- 
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Visit www.campus.bt.com/HomeCampus/ 

cr ca'i Lo-Gi'i 0345 678 578 to find out about the one month free trial. 
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Family learning, on trie Internet 

BT HomeCampus 




Renewing your home insurance in January or February ? 


After years of practice, 
you deserve a 
good service 


Saga Home Insurance is one of life's hidden 
bonuses for people aged 50 and over. 

People with the wisdom to recognise excellent value 
and first-class service when they see it. As well as 
all the reassuring elements of cover you would expect. 
Saga’s low cost home insurance provides some rather 
welcome extra benefits. 

For instance, increased cover over Christmas and family 
weddings, full cover even if you are away from home 
for up to 60 days at a time, a free 24-hour helpline to 
take care of domestic emergencies, plus the easiest 
claims service you could imagine. 


There is only one way to qualify 







It’s no wonder that over 350,000 
astute householders already trust 
their home insurance to Saga. 
Call us now for full details and a 
competitive quote. 

But only if you’re the 
right side of SO. 


Sfg 1 ™^0^731,_Mjd^Jburg Square, Folkestone, Kent CT20 IBR. No stamp required _> ] 

■If won hav^HalrtvHl Name iMr-Mn/Musi . . " ~ 

- Number of Bedrooms 1 □ 2 □ 3 0 4 0 5 0 


'If you have claimed 
in lhe last three years, 
have more than five 
bedrooms, require 
insurance on listed 
buildings, those of non- 
standard construction. 
Buildings Insurance for 
flats and maisonettes, 
or if you are the landlord 
of lhe property 10 be 
insured, please telephone 
rather than sending in 
the coupon. 

A specially designed 
policy is available in 
most such cases. 


Name lAfr.MryMcJ. 
Address: 


.Postcode: 


Tei No. rtra±«f/r,gSTTimifJ . 

Saga Mailing No. afkmxr. i ! 

Date of Birth Mr < / Mn/Miss. 

Reiired O Employed 0 /tfrtze sptrtbomtpationl 
Mr Mis/Miss 


Age of House: Pre 1920 □ 1920-45 □ 1946-79 □ 1980+ □ j 
Cover Required: Buildings □ Contents □ Both □ J 

Personal belongings away from home (up to £5000) □ ! 

UKM0 any one imn, an/y fluaitaWc men amenu eourr) 

ff you can answer YES to the following you could save even 
more on your contents premium; 


. -i-.- 

i 

i % 


Do vou work from home! Mr Yes 0 No Q Mo/Mui Yes D No D 

Renewal pare; Buildings > / Contents — / / . 

Type ol Property. IVuched bouse 0 Semi-detached house 0 
Tenanri house 0 Deudtal bungalow 0 Semi-dnadwJ bungalow Q 
Flat, 'magnetic* 0 Other" (Phase quaff ), 


Do you have an annually maintained NAC0SS 
or SSAIB approved burglar alarms Yes 0 


Are you an active member of a police 
approved Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 


teO 


No 0 i 
noQ;,, 


Saga Insurance Services would like to send you information . * *: 
obout other Saga products and services and may pass on your, j 
details to other Saga companies for this purpose. ID1804 * 
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‘More revenge 
attacks are now 
imminent in the 
deadly cycle 
of tit-for-tat y 


l B | ji Guiney: 
Killed in 

■*»£ Belfast 
f . shop by 
'■ the INLA 




The shooting in Belfast apolitical and disorganised. It 
yesterday of a leading also has an extraordinary ten- 
loyalist raised fears of a deD 9' to turn in on itself "in pe- 
tit-for-tat war on the riodic outbreaks of feuding, 

streets of Northern During 1996. for example. 

l__i j rv » » j l ^ e SUi P eo Pfc d killed were 

Ireland. Our Ireland made up of tye men associat- 

Correspondent explains ed with it together with a nine- 
how the paramilitary year-old girl killed during a 

organisations operate fcud attaclL In 19tJ7 il had onlv 

two victims, the first of whom 
was an off-duty RUC officer 
« , . . killed in □ Belfast gay bar But 

At the weekend, a senior secu- the second victim, was Billy 
nty source spoke of the stale of WrighL the LVF figure kiUedfo 
play within the Ulster Defence the Maze prison iLt month 1 
Association, one of Northern His death sparked off the 

argCSt Pro,eS ’ present ‘-'ycle of political tension | 
tan paramilttaiy groups. and violence, with three 

Relfl? WCSt CaMcs ^led in retaliation b> 
Belfast had killed Eddie Tre- the LVF and one by the UDA. 

anor, the Catholic man killed in Although the fact that Eddie 
a shooting attack in north Treanor was a victim of the 
BeKast on New Var s Eve, he UDA is common knowledge, 
aid. The attack was claimed by most in the political worid have 
the smaller Loyalist Volunteer turned a Nelsonian blind eye. 
Force but, he added, “really, the This is because the UDP the 

only thing the LVF supplied was UDA’s political wing, is one of 
the codeword for the ctaim". the eight parties in the StorraonL 

Since then the LIDA lead- multi-party talks. Although it is 
ership bad met and decided to one of the smaller paiWthere [ 
hold itself in readiness. If it has added significance in 
Protestants were killed by re- that its moderate political ap- 
pubheans the UDA leaders proach is very much to the Jik- 
would meet again to decide ingofboth London and Dublin. 

Similarly, security sources 
are convinced that the recent at- 
tempted murder of a man in a 

BY DAVID bar in south Belfast was the 
work of the IRA. acting under 

MCKITTRJCK the fig ' Ieaf of y et another I 

1 acronvire DAAmThW. a,*™. 
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At the weekend, a senior secu- 
rity source spoke of the stale of 
play within the Ulster Defence 
Association, one of Northern 
Ireland's two largest Protes- 
tant paramilitary groups. 

UDA gunmen from west 
Belfast had killed Eddie Tre- 
anor, the Catholic man killed in 
a shooting attack in north 
Belfast on New Year’s Eve, he 
said. The attack was claimed by 
the smaller Loyalist Volunteer 
Force but, he added, “really, the 
only thing the LVF supplied was 
the codeword for the claim 

Since then the LIDA lead- 
ership bad met and decided to 
hold itself in readiness. If 
Protestants were killed by re- 
publicans the UDA leaders 
would meet again to decide 


Gerry 
Adams: 
Sinn Fein 
are still 
involved 
In talks 
but the 
IRA have 
already 
returned 
to killing 
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what to do. But if anyone with 
UDA connections was shot no 
meeting would be necessary: 
units could go ahead with im- 
mediate retaliation. 

Yesterday somebody with 
UDA connections was shot. 
Jim Guiney, killed in his carpet 
shop in south Belfast by the Irish 
National Liberation Army, was 
a leading loyalist associated 
with the Ulster Democratic 
ftirty, the UDA's political wing. 

It actually does not need ac- 
cess to intelligence assessments 
to work out that one or more 
UDA revenge attacks are now 
imminent, for the cycle of tit- 
for-tat is a long-established fea- 
ture of Belfast's macho 
paramilitary underworld. The 
INLA has struck: it is now the 
UDA's turn. Many of Belfast's 
deadly acronyms are now back 
in action. 

The INLA has long been the 
joker in the republican pack. Al- 
ways a separate from the main- 
stream republican movement, 
the ERA and Sinn Fein once re- 
garded them as brothers in 
arms. Three of the 10 hunger- 
strikers who starved themselves 
to -death in 1981 were INLA 
members. 

..In recent years it has tend- 
ed to be derided as small-scale, 


acronym, DAAD (Direct Action 
* Against Drugs.! 

Strictly speaking, anyone at 
the Stormont talks table con- 
nected to organisations still ac- 
tive in violence is supposed to 
face expulsion. But everyone 
knows that ejecting the UDP 
would seriously damage the 
talks process, as well as proba- 
bly sending the UDA back into 
all-out violence. 

This helps explain why few 
inquired too deeply when the 
UDA was Iasi year seen to be 
responsible for two deaths - that 
of a Catholic civilian and one of 
its own members killed in a mys- 
terious “own goal" explosion. 
This became known as the “no 
claim, no blame" syndrome: 
the UDA did not admit in- 
volvement. and most politi- 
cians glossed over the question. 

The prospect is, however. 
Lhat the UDA might now at- 
tempt to Lake its revenge on a 
scale which simply could not be 
ignored. A number of shots 
were fired in the attack which 
killed Eddie Treanor, but only 
one of them came from a ma- 
chine-gun. The fact that the 
weapon apparently jammed 
may have saved many lives. 

If the UDA succeeds in tak- 
ing wider revenge, Ulster will 
face both security and political 
crises which could test the peace 
process to its limit. 
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apology unlikely 



Downing Street last night 
damped down hopes by the 
Irish government and Sinn Fein 
leaders, who met Tony Blair yes- 
terday; of an early apology over 
Bloody -Sunday and a fresh 
public tnquiiy. 

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman made it dear the ex- 
pected announcement by Mr 
Blair would not be coming to- 
morrow and cast doubt on 
$ .whether it could be made in 
time- for the anniversary of the 
fallings on 30 January. 

Bertie Ahem, tbe Irish Prime 
Minister, told Mr Blair of the 
need for an independent inquiry 
when they -.'spoke by telephone 
on Friday, The delay will dis- 
appoint Dublin, but a source 
said: “It is better to get it right 
than get it done quickly." 

Martin McGuinness, the 
; Sinn Fein chief negou'ator. said 
last nigh t that the demand for an 
apology npd an inquiry into the 
shootings in j 972 had been put 
to the Prime Minister in hour- 
long talks at Downing StreeL 
Mr McGuinness said the 
. threat to the peace process was 


"grave" but both sides sought to 
avoid the tit-for-tat killings in 
Belfast derailing the peace 
process. The Sinn Fein delega- 
tion also made it dear they were 
staying in the peace talks in spite 
of registering their objections iff 
the “heads of agreement" doc- 
ument published by Dublin and 
London last week! 

That was enough to give 
hope to Downing Street that tbe 
talks process would go on, in 
spite of the deepening threat of 
a slide back into violence caused 
by the two sectarian killings in 
Belfast. Mr Blair told Mr 
Ad ams before their meeting 
that people were committing the 
murders “in the hope they 
would derail the peace process 
and none of us are going to let 
them be successful". 

The Prime Minister's office 
said Mr Adams had expressed 
an almost identical view and 
Number Ten insisted lhat the 
peace process was “in good 
shape" in spite of Sinn Fein's ob- 
jections to the latest document. 

— Colin Brown, 
Chief Political Correspondent 
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I was not jumping to any conclusions, says Branson 


‘ Did he say 
how much 
he was 
offering you?’ 
Branson: ‘in 


so many 
words , no/ 
QC: ‘Did he 
say he was 
offering 
you money?’ 

Branson: 
‘In so many 
words , no.’ 



High Court in London yesterday - * 

afber taking the stand 

Phorograph: John SnTtwelwFj 


Richard Branson yesterday 
denied that he had jumped to a 
wrong conclusion over an 
attempted bribe from a director 
of Camelot in the run-up to the 
UK lottery franchise contest. He 
told the High Court in London he 
thought tens of thousands of 
pounds were on offer if he 
withdrew his rival bid. 


bribe rather than a “rather crude business 


Mr Branson, head of the Virgin empire, was 
adamant that the words he claims were spo- 
ken by Guy Snowden, the head of US lot- 
tery company GTech, which bolds 22 per 
cent of Camelot. constituted an attempt to 


proposition’'. 

Richard Ferguson QC for Mr Snowden 
asked: “Did he say bow much he was of- 
fering you?" 

Mr Branson: “In so many words, no." 

Mr Ferguson: “Did he say he was offer- 
ing you money?" 

Mr Branson: “In so many words, no." 

He told Mr Justice Moriand and the jury 
he thought that tens of millions of pounds 
was on offer if he withdrew his rival bid. 

He believed that Mr Snowden did not 
mention a figure to him at a lunch at Mr 
Branson’s home in Holland Park, west Lon- 
don in September 1993 because he got a 
“very, very clear rebuff”. 

Mr Ferguson: “You didn't ask what he 
was offering?" 


Mr Branson: “1 didn't deign to ask how 
much he was offering." 

Mr Ferguson: “You assumed - would that 
be a fair description of your state of 

min d?" 

Mr Branson: “1 didn't assume. I knew ab- 
solutely dearly what he was saying." 

Mr Branson said he did not ask Mr Snow- 
den whether the money was coming from 
GTech, a public company, or from the busi- 
nessman personally. 

“If you start getting into details with a 
man like that - how much money and so 
on - 1 think it is extremely dangerous. I was 
shocked, surprised, astonished about the 
proposition itself. I bad no wish to hear any 
more details." 

Mr Ferguson: “I suggest you jumped to 
a conclusion - a wrong conclusion." 


Mr Branson: “I think I’m reasonably 
good at judging people and there is ab- 
solutely utterly no doubt whatsoever in my 
mind what Mr Snowden was saying." 

He added: “I've never had any lack of 
confidence about what happened at that 
lunch - there are some things in life that 
are completely clear and that was com- 
pletely and utterly clear." 

Mr Branson. 47, is suing Mr Snowden, 
GTech. and its public relations director, 
Robert Rendine, for claiming he made the 
bribery allegation when he knew there was 
insufficient evidence to support it. 

Mr Snowden, 52, is suing Mr Branson for 
making the allegation on a BBC Panora- 
ma programme in December 1995. 

Mr Ferguson said that Mr Snowden s ver- 
sion of the lunch was that it got off to a 


friendly start, with him being complimen- 
tary about Mr Branson's achievements. He 
claimed Mr Branson made it clear that the 
government would have to award him - Mr 
Branson - the franchise and that no other 
group would have a chance. 

Mr Branson: “I wouldn't have been so 
precocious as to say anything like that." 

Mr Ferguson said that Mr Snowden made 
it abundantly clear that whether Mr Bran- 
son gave all his profits to charity or not, as 
he planned, was not so important as he be- 
lieved. The important thing was to achieve 
operating efficiency and low operating costs. 

Mr Branson said he did not remember 
Mr Snowden saying that even a 13 percent 
figure for operating costs was not easily 
achievable. He also denied that Mr Snow- 
den had told him that he needed a com- 


munications netwnk andamptitefe^er^ 
and that it was too late for him to be start-g 
ing from scratch. ■ ' YaE 

Mr Ferguson: “Did Mr Snowdenmakj® 

it abundantly dear to you thatmemberan^ 
of his consortium was dosed. 

Mr Branson: “Quite the reverse. - 

Mr Ferguson suggested to Mr Bpnioq^i 
that towards the end of lunch, Mr Snofr^.J 
den said “words to the effect that there must^- 
be some benefit in it for you which he waS;. ; 
not seeing". 

Mr Branson: “He didn’t say anything uke.^ 

that" . 

Mr Ferguson: “And he asked you whetner _ 
there was something he was missin g. - -■ ; 

Mr Branson: “No, he didn't say anything; 
like that" 

Mr Ferguson: “I suggest to you that that - 
was the turning point in the lnnch and afr. . : 
ter Mr Snowden had asked you that quest*, 
don - ‘Is there something that I’m mis si n g : 
here?’ - the mood in the lunch changed and! 
the atmosphere changed." 

Mr Branson: “That’s pure fabrication. 

Mr Ferguson: “And you started talking;- 
about yourself and your charitable ambi- 
tions and so forth." 

Mr Branson: “That's absolutely not , 
correct’’ 

Mr Ferguson: “I suggest to you and make - 
It as dear as I possibly can that at no time, 
during the course'of that lunch did Mr. 
Snowden make any bribe offer or at- 
tempted bribe to you 

Mr Branson: “I can say that is categor- 
ically not true." - 

The entrepreneur denied that he envis- 
aged himself on television presenting lot- 
tery cheques to charities. “One thing I. 
appreciated was that if you did something 
‘worthy’, there was enormous danger of get- 
ting criticism from the cynical side of the - 
press, so I would have been extremely care- 
ful to have kept myself out of the limelight. 
That is why this was not a Virgin 
venture.” 

“If you are in business and you are ca- 
pable of doing something like raising 
maybe a billion extra pounds for charity, 
that is something worth doing. - - 

“Maybe I would have felt good person- 
ally, slept well for doing it, but self-ag- 
grandisement was not behind my bid." 


Allason tells court of ‘revolting slur’ 


Hypnotism link to daughter’s death 


Author and former Tbiy MP 
Rupert Allason yesterday asked 
a High Court libel jury to award 
him damages over references to 
him in a diary based on BBC2’s 
Have I Cot Hews For You 


programme. 

A reference in the book to 
his opposition to the Maas- 
tricht treaty and his refusal to 
support the Government in a 
Commons no confidence vote 
on the issue was a “vicious and 
revolting slur" on his reputation, 
he claimed. 

That opposition. Mr Allason 
said, reflected his detenninatioD 
to stick to his guns and keep his 
promise to his Torbay con- 
stituents and political support- 
ers. He did not deserve to be 
defamed by people who 


thought it was clever to sneer at 
those in public life. But the pub- 
lishers of Have / Got 1997 For 
You insisted that the book was 
light-hearted and funny, like the 
television programme. 

Mr Allason, 45. is conducting 
his own case. The defendants, 
publishers BBC Worldwide Ltd 
and Hat Trick Productions, deny 
libel, pleading fair comment on 
a matter of public interest. 

The diary, published in De- 
cember 1996. contained a pho- 
tograph of Mr Allason with the 
caption: “The maverick Tory 
MP, when he is writing spy nov- 
els. is called Nigel West, and 
when he is fighting against his 
own government is called some- 
thing quite unprintable. In- 
deed, given Mr AJIason's 


fondness for pursuing libel ac- 
tions, there are also excellent le- 
gal reasons for not referring to 
him as a conniving little shit." 

“This is not a jolty joke,” Mr 
Allason told the jury. “As you 
look through the book, you 
will see there are rogues and 
scoundrels, Robert Maxwell in- 
cluded, but there is nothing that 
comes as close as this vile de- 
scription, which I utterly refute.” 

He accepted that Have l Got 
News For You was a “robust" 
satirical programme, but he re- 
jected the defence argument 
that only those who knew about 
the show would read the book 
and that no one would think any 
the worse of him. His stance over 
Maastricht drew no criticism 
from other politicians, he said. 


and the description of him in the 
book was entirely unjustified. 

He was “all for humorous 
satire", but the book “goes far 
beyond what is reasonable and 
acceptable". 

Mr Allason asked for dam- 
ages to “punish the arrogance of 
staff who ignore legitimate com- 
plaints and a [BBC] manage- 
ment that allows them to do so, 
and to ensure that ... editors con- 
sider carefully before trampling 
over hard- won reputations". 

Defence counsel Charles 
Gray QC said the publishers 
would argue that no reasonable 
reader would find the words 
defamatory in the light of the pro- 
gramme's light-hearted repartee. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until todav. 



Harper: lost daughter 


A call was made in the High 
Court in London yesterday 
for a fresh investigation into 
whether there was any posable 
connection between a woman 
being hypnotised on stage and 
her death hours later. 

The plea came as Sharron 
Tabam’s mother launched a 
challenge against an inquest 
verdict that her daughter died 
of natural causes. Margaret 
Harper, of Station Bank, near 
Preston, is seeking a judicial re- 
view and an order forcing a new 
inquiry into the death. 

Mrs Harper’s barrister, 
William Rose, told Lord Jus- 
tice Simon Brown, sitting with 
Mr Justice Mance: “There is 
evidence in other cases of sub- 


jects suffering an adveise re- 
action to stage hypnosis which 
may have some bearing on 
the death of this young 
woman." Mrs Harper, who 
helped to launch a campaign 
for a ban on stage hypnosis, be- 
lieves a suggestion that her 
daughter would receive a 
10,000-volt shock could have 
been responsible for her death, 
because she was terrified of 
electricity. 

She died in bed in Septem- 
ber 1993 hours after being put 
in a trance by hypnotist An- 
drew Vincent at Roebuck pub- 
lic house in Leyiand, Lancs. 
She was healthy, and died two 
weeks before her 25th birth- 
day. She volunteered to be hyp- 


notised and did a number of 
harmless acts. She was brought 
out of the trance after it was 
suggested she was receiving a 
10,000-volt shock. She had 
been drinking, but Lancashire 
coroner Michael McCann 
formed the opinion the 
amount was insufficient by it- 
self to provide an answer as to 
why she had died, said Mr 
Rose. Her heart stopped due 
to congestion in her lungs af- 
ter she inhaled vomit Mr Rose 
suggested hypnotism could al- 
ter or suppress a person’s men- 
tal condition or reflexes, 
including the coughing reflex 
to ejecL vomit from the lungs. 

The hearing was adjourned 
to today. 
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An Oriental family tale of drugs, corruption and exile 


The two Ma brothers fled drug- 
trafficking charges in Hong Kong. 
Ma Sik-yo died in exile in Taiwan; 
Ma Sik-chun, who is said to have 
given the Tories £1 m, does not 
dare return home, even though his 
son is one of the richest men in 
the world. Steve Boggart follows the 
thread of a web tangled by corrupt 
police, politicians, the media and 
the colonial authorities. 


Ma Sik-chun, 59. the alleged £lm donor to 
the Conservative Party, fled from Hong Kong 
in 1978 while on bail facing charges of hero- 
in and opium trafficking on a huge scale. 

Today, his son. Ma Ching-kwan (CK 


Hague put 
a stop to 
foreign gifts 


The Commons outcry over Labour’s receipt 
of a £lm donation from Bemie Ecclestone, 
and the subsequent government retreat on 
tobacco sponsorship for Formula One rac- 
ing, will now rebound with a vengeance on 
the Conservatives. 

With the Government lacing difficulties 
over welfare reform, and the strain in rela- 
tions between Tony Blair and the Chancel- 
lor, Gordon Brown. Labour will jump at the 
chance of a legitimate diversion - a return 
to the sleaze tem'toiy that served them so 
well in the run-up to the electioa landslide. 

Toiy fundraising is now more con- 
trolled since the donation was made in 1994. 
William Hague promised, as soon as he be- 
came leader, that overseas donations to the 
party were to be stopped, pending legisla- 
tion to outlaw them completely. 

But Lord Neill's Committee on Stan- 
dards in Public Life has given all parties un- 
til the end of this month to provide him with 
a breakdown - for publication - of all do- 
nations received since 1992. While Lord 
Nefll hasrajeeted Mr Blair’s suggestion that 
the names of all post- 1992 donors should 
be madeavailable in confidence to the Neill 
committee, the parties have been asked to 
break donations down by source and size, 
with numbers of donors giving more than 
£5.000; £5,000 to £10,000; and then in 
£10,000 bands up to £100,000: followed by 
bands of £100,000 up to and beyond £lm. 

Lord Neill said last month; “I hope that 
the parties will be able to give us these sort 
of ball-park figures fairly quickly, without 
breaching any confidences which they may 
in the past have offered to donors." The 
Conservatives have yet to deliver. 

A spokesman for the NeilJ committee 
said yesterday that when public hearings 
started in April there would be no ques- 
tion of an y party leader, chairman or trea- 
surer being asked about detailed 
allegations. But the latest Hong Kong 
charge will add fuel to questions about the 
principle of foreign donations, and ques- 
tions on inducements for policy action, or 

honours recommendations. 

Among questions already put by Lord 
Neill, in a consultation paper published last 

month, were: “Is it the case that an indi- 
vidual or organisation can purchase ... ac- 
cess to decision-makers? Is this right? How 
should a ‘foreign' donation be defined? Is 
it improper for political parties to accept 
donations from foreign individuals domi- 
ciled here, or from the United Kingdom 

subsidiaries of foreign-owned companies. 

— Anthony Bevins. Political Editor 


Ma). is one of the richest men in the world, 
a billionaire at Lhc head of a respectable 
publishing and property empire. Yet he is 
powerless in the face of the warrant that 
will greet Ma senior should he risk returning 
to Hong Kong from his exile in Taiwan. 

In 1991. Ma senior s brother. Ma Sik- 
yu, belter known in Hong Kong as “White 
Powder Ma" died in Taiwan at the end of 
a lonely exile. He. too. was a fugitive from 
heroin- trafficking charges and it is his fate 
that CK Ma fears may now await his father. 

Ma Sik-yu had escaped the clutches of 
the police after being tipped off in 1977. Ma 
Sik-chun was not so lucky. He remained in 
Hong Kong and was picked up by the po- 
lice. along w ith four alleged accomplices. At 
the time, the police narcotics bureau boast- 
ed that they had smashed the largest drag 
syndicate ever to operate in Hong Kong. 







Asil Nadir: Gave £440,000 
to the Tory party 
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Fayed: Gave £250,000, and 
later released cash-for- 
questions details 





U Ka Shing: Hong Kong 
baron donated £900,000 
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john Latsis: Shipping 
magnate gave £500,000 


Ma Sik-chun faced charges of opium 
trafficking and heroin dealing on a breath- 
taking scale. The principal witness against 
him was Ng Sik-ho. t* notorious triad and 
drug trafficker, heller known as “Limpy 
Ho". Like the Ma brothers, he became the 
subject of a lurid film supposedly detailing 
his activities. 

Pblice corruption was still rife in the Sev- 
enties and police involvement in the nar- 
cotics trade was extensive, A trial could well 
have caused embarrassment among the so- 
called law enforcers. Ma Sik-chun was grant- 
ed bail and the following month, despite 
supposedly being under round-the-cloek po- 
lice surveillance, he slipped out of Hong 
Kong aboard a small boat and made for Tai- 
wan. On arrival he was promptly arrested 
for illegal entry hut freed in less than a year. 

Taiwan has no extradition treaty with 


History of 

doubtful 

donations 


.Although the Tories are loath to admit it. 
they know that some of the donations made 
to the party in the past - particularly from 
foreign benefactors - were unwisely ac- 
cepted at limes of deep financial crisis. 

Yesterday, the party's old policy of 
keeping all donors secret caused fresh em- 
barrassment- Even though they may have 
wished to rubbish the Ma family's claims, 
they were powerless ui do >u: a spokesman 
said the party was not allowed to discuss any 
gifts made before Mr Hague's ascendancy. 

In future, all donalinnsovcr to.UOn will 
be made public, as the Labour Party’s al- 
ready are. 

Of all the foreign donations, the ■ me that 
has haunted the Tories the most - until to- 
day - was the £44f LfNNI given by Asil 
Nadir, the Cypriot businessman who fled 
the UK Following the collapse of hr> Pv»lly 
Peck empire amid allegations of fraud. 

Despite Mr Nadir's refusal to return to 
Britain from northern Cyprus to face the 
charges, the Tories have steadfastly refused 
to return the donation. A spokesman said 
yesterday that iLs provenance was in dispute. 

Oetav Botnar, the former boss of Nis- 
san UK. gave £90.01 III to the party before 
the Inland Revenue linked him with a 
£]39m tax swindle. 

Others have been involved in no wrong- 
doing but their unmasking as donors has 
either caused embarrassment or raised 
questions over their motives for giving mon- 
ey to the party that was in power. 

Hong Kong has long been a big source 
of Tory party money. Following research by 
Labour's Stephen Bvers while the Con- 
servatives were still in power, it emerged 
that other J< mors i< i the Ti iries were Sir Y k 
Pao. head of Wharte Holdings, who gave 
Elm and Li Ka Shing, who donated 
£9li(i.i K Hi. Peter WV»». Pan's successor at 
Wharfe Holdings, gave Ohumhi in l' ,l) 4. 

Before the 1^*2 General Election. John 
Latsis, the Greek shipping magnate, was re- 
ported to have given £51*1.090. a figure con- 
firmed by Lord Me Alpine, a former parly 
treasurer. Following the election, if is un- 
derstood Mr Latsis gave Juriher amounts 
totalling t.T.5m. Graham Kirkwood, a busi- 
nessman knighted la>l tear by the Tories, 
gave a “soft loan" of 14m. 

Mohamed Al-Fayed. the owner o| Har- 
olds. gave the pony t2?l | .U , JH. Mr Fayed was 
anxious to he granted British citizenship. 
.After the Conservatives’ failure in embrace 
him to their bosom, the Egyptian released 
details ot the cash -lor- quest ions scandal 
— Steve Boggan 


Hong Kong and is the home of many of the 
corrupt officers who escaped the big crack- 
down on police corruption in the Eighties. 
Mr Ma still lives in Taipei, and cannot leave 
if he wishes to avoid arrest He has suffered 
some serious health problems but maintains 
business activities and is closely in touch 
with affairs in Hong Kong. Under Hong 
Kong law he remains a fugitive from jus- 
tice. The charges filed almost two decades 
ago have not been withdrawn. 

Meanwhile, the Ma family’s publishing 
empire has grown and the flagship com- 
pany, the Oriental Press Group, is listed on 
the Hong Kong stock exchange. 

Ma Sik-chun s eldest son. Ma Ching- 
kwan. has been active in cultivating rela- 
tions with major political leaders. Among 
those with whom he has been associated 
are former United Stales presidents 


George Bush and Ronald Reagan and the 
former Australian prime minister Paul 
Keating. 

The extraordinary allegations made in 
yesterday’s edition of the Oriental Daily 
A kies came after days of lengthy reports in 
the newspaper alleging harassment and a 
co-ordinated effort to undermine and 
damage the Ma family and its newspaper 
business. These reports mate a wide num- 
ber of allegations against the former colo- 
nial authorities, in particular Chris Patten, 
then governor of Hong Kong, and his se- 
nior officials. 

The Oriental Press Group started run- 
ning the articles after it failed to win an ap- 
peal in Hong Kong's High Court 
concerning a dispute with its bitter rival. 
the. Apple Daily. The appeal judge Mr Jus- 
tice Godfrey was then subject to sustained 


abuse in the paper and put under 24-hour 
"surveillance’’ by a team of Oriental Daily 
News reporters, to teach him a lesson. This 
action evoked a storm of protest from jour- 
nalistic and legal organisations in Hong 
Kong. These protests were died as evidence 
of the conspiracy against the Oriental 
group. It is the largest newspaper publisher 
in Hong Kong and has substantial property 
interests in Britain. 

Yesterday, when asked whether it had 
been wise for the Conservative Party to ac- 
cept money from the Ma family. Mr Pat- 
ten said: "That is a question you will have 
to put to Conservative Central Office.” 

Asked whether he would have accept- 
ed donations from the family when he was 
party chairman, he replied: “That is a hy- 
pothetical question, and good politicians 
never answer hypothetical questions." 
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rce child admissions to 


The Sainsbuiys Reward. Gird has more Jun 
things jor you to enjoy than any of the others. 

Its easy to convert your Sainsbuiys Reward 
Vouchers into AIR MILES AWARDS™ jor a choice 
ofbenejits you’ll be amazed at 

And its easier to earn the Reward Vouchers, 
because Sainsbuiys give you more Extra Reward 
Points than any other supermarket 

1 Voucher = £5-00 discount off a meal 
at TGI Friday s, Beefeater and Brewers Fayre 
restaurants.* 

1 Voucher = 250 BT Talk Time ® minutes 


at the local weekend rate* 

2 Vouchers = 2 jree child admissions to the 
London Planetarium, Madame Tussauds, Rock 
Circus or Warwick Castle. 

2 Vouchers = 1 jree Super Bowl game jor 
2 people - Tenpin Bowling, Quasar, Laser Quest 
or Ctystal Maze. 

3 Vouchers = 1 jree adult admission to Alton 
Towers, LEGOLAND® Windsor or Chessington 
World of Adventures. 

6 Vouchers = 1 three course meal at any 
Cafe Rouge, Dome or Mamma Amalfi. 


For more details pick up a leaflet or ask jor 
assistance at the customer service desk in your 
local Sainsbuiys. 


SAINSBURY 


Bags more rewards jbr all the jdmily. 


ST PLC. BEEFEATER. TGI FRIDAY'S AND BREWERS FAYRE RESTAURANT OFFERS ARE NOT PART OF THE AIR MILES SCHEME. SEE INSTORE FOR DETAILS 


. WE’D BE INTERESTED IN YOUR COMMENTS: WWW.SainSburyS.GO.UK 
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Prescott 


A tax on greenfield development 
is under consideration, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, has disclosed. But, says 
Nicholas Schoon , Environment 
Correspondent, he has chosen not 
to stop the development of a 
swathe of Newcastle’s Green Belt. 


House building and refurbishment in 
lintain s rundown cities could have an ex- 
tra £250m a year pumped into it. The mon- 


proposes Green Belt tax to fund city housing 


cy would be raised by a lax on huilding 
homes on greenfield sites nuLsidc cities, 
towns and villages, says the Civic Trust, a 
leading regeneration pressure group. 

Next week, the trust's director. Michael 
G william, will present bis proposal when 
he meets ministers at the Department of 
the Environment, Transport and the Re- 
gions. 

John Prescott, the department’s secre- 
tary of state, has told Die Independent he 
is looking at how taxation could discour- 
age greenfield development and shift more 
private sector housebuilding inside towns 
and cities. 


The Civic Trust proposes that the tax 
would be paid by a development compa- 
ny whenever the local council granted it 
planning permission for building houses on 
an open, green site. 

The tax would be imposed on the dif- 
ference between the value of the land as 
farmland and its much higher value with 
planning permission for housing. Bui the 
regional average for these two values 
would be used, rather than the actual 
values for the site in question. 

The Civic Trust said the tax should be 
set at a maximum of 173 per cent - the 
same as VAT - and like VAT be collected 


by Customs and Excise. But the money 
would be given to the new Regional De- 
velopment Authorities which the Govern- 
ment is setting up. These would have to 
spend it on subsidising housing projects — 
both private and public sector - which re- 
generate towns and cities from within. 

The trust accepts that housebuilding on 
the countryside around urban areas is 
hound to continue. The demand is so great 
that the cities could never absorb all of the 
growth. 

But the tax ought to slow it down, by mak- 
ing greenfield sites - and therefore the hous- 
es eventually built on them - more 


expensive. At the same time, the subsidies 
available from its revenue ought to make the 
often more costly and difficult option of 
building homes on derelict or underused land 
within towns and cities more attractive. 

It calculates that with a 10 pier cent rate 
the tax would raise £250m a year, equiva- 
lent to the entire budget of the Govern- 
ment's leading regeneration body, English 
Partnerships, and one quarter of what the 
Depart meot of the Environment Transport 
and the Regions now spends on regener- 
au'on. 

Meanwhile, England is set to lose an- 
other 500 hectares of Green Belt land fol- 


lowing Mr Prescott's decision last week not 
to intervene to stop one of the biggest ever 
erasures of Green Belt west of Stevenage 
in Hertfordshire. 

And tomorrow, the final version of New- 
castle City Council's latest Unitary De- 
velopment Plan - a strategic blueprint for 
the city- comes into force. It sanctions the 
building of more than 2,000 homes and in- 
dustry on Green Belt land north of the city. 

Green Belts were created in order to 
stop cities sprawling and merging with oth- 
er settlements. Conservation groups had ap- 
pealed to Mr Prescott to use his powers to 
intervene, but he declined. 


Labour rush to fix 
Brown-Blair rift 


Peter Mandelson 
yesterday pulled out of a 
BBC radio interview to 
^ avoid questions about 
relations between the 
Prime Minister and the 
Chancellor. Colin Brown, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
Norman Lamont warned 
they wotild have to “cool 
it” or risk real damage. 

A conceited effort was made by 
ministers and “spin doctors" 
yesterday to end the speculation 
of a riff between Gordon Brown 
and Tony Blair as it threatened 
to run out of control. 

» Mr Brown, who was in Brus- 

sels for an important Euro- 
pean Union meeting, brushed 
aside questions about the al- 
leged rift saying he would not 
be diverted from the serious 
business of government. 

Peter Mandelson, the min- 
ister without portfolio, refused 
to go on the BBC lunchtime 
news when it became clear he 
/would be interviewed about 
• the relationship between Mr 
Blair and Mr Brown. 

After a weekend in which Mr 
Brown’s friends were accused of 
“letting their egos run away with 
them”, Mr Blair’s official 
spokesman dismissed the re- 


pons as “silly" and said: “That 
doesn t diminish or change the 
Prime Minister's view of the 
Chancellor - that he is an ex- 
tremely excellent Chancellor 
for whom he has immense re- 
gard professional! v and 
personally.” 

The spokesman also de- 
scribed as “shallow" the Brown 
biography by Paul Routledge, 
the political correspondent of 
the Independent on Sundav, 
which sparked the controversy. 

Behind the denials lies a real 
fear that unless it is stopped 
now, there could be real dam- 
age done to the relationship 
which lies at the core of the 
Government. 

Norman Lament, the former 
Tory Chancellor, who had sim- 
ilar experiences with John 
Major, said: “This is largely ex- 
aggerated. It is a little local dif- 
ficulty but if people go on 
talking it up, and taking pot 
shots at each other, it will be- 
come real. They have to cool ft." 

Downing Street compared 
the reports of the rift, alleged- 
ly over Mr Brown’s grudge 
about being outmanoeuvred by 
Mr Blair for the leadership with 
the “flavour of the week" spec- 
ulation about Robin Cook, and 
his affair with his secretary: and 
about Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, and how his son was 
cautioned for allegedly supply- 
ing cannabis. 
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Police chief 
told to end 
public row 


A public row between a chief constable and 
a government minister flared up again yes- 
terday when the police chief was urged to 
end the “slanging match" and get on with 
his work. 

The remarks follow comments by Ian 
Oliver, chief consiftble of Grampian Pblice. 
who on Sunday described the behaviour of 
Henry McLeish. the Scottish home affairs 
minister, as “deplorable” and that com- 
ments he had made were “intemperate”. 

He was responding to Mr McLeish's crit- 
ical remarks about Dr Oliver's decision to 
attend a conference in Taiwan as a con- 
troversial report was released. 

Mr McLeish said last week he was un- 
happy with Grampian's internal inquiry into 
the way it handled the investigation into the 
murder of Scott Simpson, nine, who was 
strangled by a paedophile. 

The war of words continued yesterday 
when Mr McLeish said there was nothing 
to be gained “by seeking to indulge Dr Oliv- 
er by continuing this public slanging”. 

In an interview with BBC Scotland, he 
added: “The key issue is this - a young boy. 
Scott Simpson, was tragically murdered by 
Steven Leisk. We want to get to the bot- • 
tom of what the police investigation involved 
itself in. 

“We want to learn the lessons and I 
would suggest to the chief constable of 
Grampian that be now concentrates his en- 
ergies in ensuring that we get a speedy, suc- 
cessful outcome to that inquiry." 

A Grampian Police spokeswoman said 
Dr Oliver did not wish to comment further. 
— Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent 


Straw tells MPs to grasp 
the nettle over corruption 


!f 


Government hopes to 
resolve a long-standing 
question about corrupt 
MPs will be put to 
Parliament by the Home 
Secretary today. Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, 
reports on a 
partiamentary 
“nightmare”. 
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More than 20 years after a Roy- 
al Cbmraission urged Parliament 
to consider making corruption, 
bribery and attempted bribery 
of an MP a criminal offence. 
Jack Straw wDl make another at- 
tempt to get a special commit- 
tee of.MPS and peers to grasp 
the nettle this morning. 

But there are strong indica- 
tions that some senior MPs 
and peers are continuing a 
rearguard action to protect par- 
liamentary privilege - and keep 
corrupt MPs out of the dock. 

No action was taken on the 
1976 proposal by the Salmon 
Commission on Standards of 
Conduct in Public Life, but the 
question 'was again raised by 
Lord Nolan's 1995 report on 
Standards in Public Life, when 



Jack Straw; Wants clean-up 


he recommended that “the 
Government should now take 
steps to clarify the law relating 
to the bribery of. or receipt of 
a bribe ■ by. a Member of 
Parliament". 

That was followed up by 
Michael Howard, then Tory 
home secretary, who issued a 
discussion paper in December 
1996, entitled “Clarification of 
the law relating to the Bribery 
of Members of Parliament ”. 
That document was sent to the 
Commons Committee on Stan- 
dards and Privileges, but it ap- 
pears that it took no action. 

Shortly after the May elec- 


tion. however, Mr Straw issued 
his own paper. “The Prevention 
of Corruption”, in which he 
asked for parliamentary views. 
The Home Office said it planned 
to determine whether and bow 
to amend the law on corruption 
early in 1998. 

But a joint Lords and Com- 
mons committee on parlia- 
mentary privilege only staned 
taking evidence Iasi month - 
and it appears lhat its inquiry 
is largely focused on the much 
broader question of parlia- 
mentary privilege, under which 
corrupt MPs can be protected 
from criminal proceedings. 

An official advertisement in 
yesterday's Independent said: 
“Parliament wants your views. A 
joint committee of both Hous- 
es of Parliament chaired by a 
Law Lord [Lord Nicbolls of 
Birkenhead] is looking at what 
special rights members of Par- 
liament need to cany out their 
duties, e.g. freedom of speech, 
freedom to regulate their own 
affairs". 

There is no mention of mak- 
ing parliamentary corruption a 
criminal offence. 

The public Is asked to submit 
views hy 16 March. On that ba- 
sis. it is possible that the inquiry 


will not be completed until the 
end of the year - unless Mr Straw 
can persuade the committee to 
examine corruption heforc it 
turns to the modernisation of 
parliamentary privilege. 

Meanwhile, the Commons 
Committee on Standards and 
Privileges has opened an inquiry 
of its own. on setting up a ful- 
ly-fledged appeal procedure 
tor MPs who. like Neil Hamil- 
ton, dispute the findings of the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Standards. 

Of 24 questions now being 
posed hv the committee, only 
one addresses the question put 
more than 20 years ago hy 
Lord Salmon: in 1995 by bird 
Nolan: in 1996 hv Mr Howard: 
and again, last year, hy Mr 
Straw: “Would the transfer to 
the criminal courts of corrup- 
tion allegations lessen the need 
for an appeal system designed 
for highly complex cases?" 

One senior parliamentary 
source said yesterday that the 
whole situation was a mess, 
and sorting it out was a “night- 
mare". but it was possible that | 
Mr Straw's evidence this morn- 
ing might yet persuade the joint 
committee to make a recom- 
mendation. 
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Kite mark demand for overseas courses 




Universities and colleges which 
want to open courses overseas 
. should be asked to meet a “Trite 
mark" quality standard, a com- 
mittee of said last night The 
recommendation came amid se- 
vere criticism of a Welsh higher 
. education institute which opened 
courses in ei gh t countries. 

The Public Accounts Com- 
mittee said the Swansea Institute 
of Higher Education 's arrange- 
ments for monitoring the cours- 
es were “seriously flawed". 

Although the courses in 
■Kenya, Malaysia, Brunei, Fin- 
land, China, Spain. Greece and 


Indonesia brought in at least 
£400,000 per year, they could 
have proved more profitable 
still. The institute's former prin- 
cipal, Gerald Stockdale, spent 
£25,1X10 on IS trips to Kenya 
which generated just £28.000. 

When he resigned after rev- 
elations about the institute's 
overseas activities. Dr Stockdale 
received a settlement of 
£118,921. The committee was 
“concerned” about this, and 

about the fact that Dr Stock- 
dale's deputy was suspended on 
foil pay for eight months before 
being dismissed. After the in- 


stitute launched a postgraduate 
diploma in business manage- 
ment in Malaysia, the report 
said, certificates were printed lo- 
cally and it was not clear 
whether all had been accounted 
for. Both the committee and the 
Higher Education Funding 
Council for Wales had agreed 
this lack of control w as "a dere- 
liction of responsibility”. 

Hiaher education institu- 
tions are not allowed to u«e pub- 
lic funds to run overseas courses, 
and it was "troubling" that ac- 
counting systems ai Swansea 
made it "vert - difficult" to see 


whether taxpayers' money had 
been properly ring-fenced. 

The funding council had 
suggested that a new quality as- 
surance body, already being 
set up. shuuld take responsibility 
for courses being run overseas 
and shi oik! set up a “kite mark- 
ing” system. 

A spokesman for the 
Swansea Institute said the rec- 
ommendations on its proce- 
dures. firs! made in a National 
Audit Office report, had already 
been implemented. 

— Fran Abrams, 

Westminster Correspondent 







Demon offers unparalleled service 
and a wealth of experience. 

For a free 30 day trial CD and brochure., 

please fill in and return the coupon or r ail- 


0345 


No doubt you’re hearing a great 
deal about the Internet and the 
information it can bring you . 

Now that you have a PC and a 
modem, how do you get 
connected to the most reliable, 
innovative service provider? 

And most important, who is it? 

The answer is Demon Internet 

Why? Because no other Internet 
Service Provider can do ALL this for 
only £ro (£11.75 inc. VAT) per month. 

Help when you need it. Free support. 

24 hours a day, 365 days per year. 

Unlimited email addresses. 

• ISDN access at no extra charge: if 
you've got it, just use itf 

Connect to Demon Internet from 
anywhere in the U.K for the cost 
of a local call 1 *. 

* 5MB free Web space allows you to 
create your own Web Site 

■ Free bi-monthly Demon Dispatches 
magazine to keep you up to date of 
intemer developments as they happen. 

Demon Internet connects more 
people than any other Internet Service 
Provider. 
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Pop star’s cocaine 
tale changes French 
view of the world 


Serb on t* 
over mur< 


Normally Le Monde 
gives little space to sex, 
drags and rock’n’roll. 

But the austere French 
daily has outraged some 
readers by publishing a 
lengthy interview with 
the perpetual rock star 
Johnny Hallyday in 
which he casually admits 
to taking cocaine. 

John Lichfield reports. 


Three ages of rode Johnny Hallyday (from left) in concert in the early Nineties; in his Sixties heyday, and as he is today 


Photographs: FSP 


Hie controversy falls into three 
parts. 

There are the diehard Le 
Monde readers who believe the 
newspaper should never men- 


SPOT THE BALL 
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tion a ‘*chanteuryeyf'tik c John- 
ny Haltyday at all. 

There are more broad-mind- 
ed readers who were, none the 
less, astonished to find the 
newspaper permitting him to 
make a defence of cocaine and 
its artistic contribution to rock 
music. - 

Thirdly, there arc those, like 
the magazine Marianne, who 
wonder aloud why Johnny Hal- 
lyday, 54, friend of President 
Jacques Chirac and member of 
die Legion of Honour, has not 
been prosecuted under France's 
famously Draconian drugs laws. 

“For the same offences, for 
the same use of drugs, dealers, 
young people, poor people, cit- 
izens from the bottom rungs of 
society are being deprived of 
their liberty,” the magazine 
said. 

Marianne also demanded to 
know why, for two weeks, the 
rock star's comments produced 
no reaction from the French 
media, (It was Le Monde, to its 
credit, which broke the silence 
by admitting that it had been 
bombarded by complaints from 
its readers). 

For the rest, said Marianne , 
French journalists ignored Hal- 
fday’s confession “for one sim- 
ple reason ... coke is also their 
secret" Since the Eighties, ac- 
cording to the magazine, use of 
cocaine has been widespread 
among French journalists, tele- 
vision personalities, lawyers, 
actors and writers. 

“Cocaine is fun, sociable 
and useful: it gets rid of 
women's inhibitions and con- 
vinces men that they have sex- 
ual endurance." 

Johnny Hallyday (like Le 
Monde ) is a French institution. 
He cl aims to have introduced 
France to rock music ia 1959 
and has remained popular, and 
active, ever since, without ever 
becoming successful abroad. 

Unlike Hallyday, Le Monde 
is an institution which has found 
it necessary to change its tune, 
a little, over time. Although still 
uncompromisingly excellent in 
its coverage of politics and 


world events, the newspaper has ^ ;|| 
broadened its Tange in recent ;.*a 
years and now includes such 
novelties as a sports page. Even 
so the two-page spread on - ;.rj 
Johnny Hallyday, launching hK - ; & 
new record and a senes of bve .^S 
concerts in France, was a star- .• .^*g 
nin e departure. ■ ‘ ' J9 

The rock star spoke, rather . gj 
movingly, of his early life and 
his unreliable Belgian father be-; r a 
fore describing his experiences 

with drugs. . . , 

He made it clear that he had . * 

come to rely on cocaine as a tool - , 

of his trade “to work, to start up r 
the machine, to stand the pace 
... Tm not proud of it- ..but you 
have to remember that our 
songs come from somewhere. 

They don't fall off the Christ- • 
mas tree”. 

The passage appeared in 

theinterviewwithoutanycom- - 

ment or criticism by the n«nvs- 
paper. There has been a lively 

debate in France recently about 

the decriminalisation of drugs,- . 
but this has mostly been con- 
cerned with soft drugs, such as 
cannabis. 

It is widely recognised that 
the problems with violence and 
unemployment in the “ quartiers- 
difficUes”, or sink suburbs, of 
many French cities have been 
worsened by the increasing 
presence of hard drugs, most- 
ly heroin but also cocaine. 

“Imagine the reaction of 
the police and the justice sys- 
tem." wrote one angry Le 
Monde reader, “if the user of 
drugs was called Mohammed 
and . lived in the Neuhof [a 
trouble district] in Strasbourg." 

The newspaper's ombuds- 
man, Thomas Ferenczi, reject- 
ed the criticism. He said the 
article accurately reflected the 
realities of the rock business: it 
did not reflect the newspaper's 
opinion on drugs. . 

Another reader, however, . 
punning on the newspaper’s 
title, wrote: ** Adieu, Monde, 
cruel j abandonne" which trans- . 
lates roughly as: “Goodbye ‘ 
cruel World, I'm cancelling my 
subscription". 
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Forever young: Hallyday and his fifth wife, Laetitia Boudou, 
21 , at their wedding in March 1996 Photograph: AP 


Tm not proud of it. . . 
that’s the way it is’ 


Johnny Hattyday made his 
confession earlier this month 
in a sprawling two-page 
interview, incorporating 
something else rare in 
Le Monde - a photograph. 

The singer. 39 years in the 
business, spoke of his sense of 
being a rock dinosaur. “There’s 
just me and Mick J agger left," 
he said. 

Many of his fellow rock 
originals had become 
“petits-bourgeois”, who had sold 
out to “sugariness". Others, 
like “my friend" Jimi Hendrix 
and “my friend" Brian Jones, 
were dead. Both died from 
drugs overdoses. 

“Myself, I’m like one of 
those mortally ill people who 


keep on fighting just so as not 
to die." 

johnny (nd Jean-Phifippe 
Smet) then launched into a 
long description, and defence, 
of the place of drugs in rock ■. • 
music. “Cocaine, yes, for a long 
time I used to take it when I 
fell out of bed In the morning. 
That's finished now. I take it In. 
order to work, to start up the 
machine, to stand the pace. 

I’m not the only one, either. . ' 
Powder and hash are 
everywhere amongst musicians. 
... I’m not proud of it But 
that’s the way it is. 

"You have to remember 

that our songs come from 

somewhere. They don't fall off 
the Christmas tree.” 
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Serb on trial 
over murders 

Vufcovaf’iv former Serb mayor, 
Slavko Dofemanovic, wem be- 
fore ihe UN war-crimes tri- 
bunal. accused of complicity in 
a massacre prosecutors said 
evoked memories of World Ufer 
Two. Prosecutor Gram Nie- 
mann accused Mr Dokmam uric 
of participating in events lead- 
ing to tbe death of 1 9S men and 
two women, mostly Croats. He 
has pleaded not guilty to 
charges including crimes against 
humanity. He was arrested in 
June in a covert operation. 

Reuters, the Hague 

Single-minded 

Yves-Thibault de Silguy. Com- 
missioner for Economic Af- 
fairs. has decided not to run in 
France's regional elections so as 
to concentrate fully on his EU 
job. The man responsible for 
steering the single currency to 
completion had run into criti- 
cism at the EU over his plan to 
run in a regional poll in March 
in Brittany, where he is from. 

Reuters, Brussels 

Hutu killings 

Hutu rebels attacked a bus car- 
rying brewery workers in north- 
western Rwanda, killing 35 
people and wounding 35. The 
private Rwanda News Agency 
said the attackers reportedly at- 
tempted to separate Hutus 
horn Tulsis, but without success. 

AP, Kigali 

Chilling lesson 

Thousands of students went 
back to schools and universities 
in Montreal that reopened yes- 
terday after a severe ice storm. 
A half million people through- 
out Quebec remained without 
power for a 14th day: 3.000 elec- 
tricians worked to restore elec- 
tricity. About 95.000 students in 
the worst-affected areas around 
Montreal will be out of school 
another week. AP, Montreal 


Frog off 


A New York court dismissed a 
lower-court ruling that the Bad 
Frog brewing firm could not fea- 
ture an image on its bottle la- 
bels of a frog with finger raised 
in the ‘f* * * off gesture because 
it was offensive. The labels 
were protected by the First 
Amendment on free speech. 

David Usbome. New York 

Wipe out 

Undersized waves and a shark 
scare forced postponement of 
a nude surfing competition, 
part of the Sydney Fringe Fes- 
tival. Aft Sydney 
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China tells 
Cook that 
UN can visit 
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Holy water: An Orthodox priest in Minsk dipping a cross into a tank to bless water yesterday, in celebration of Epiphany, as people wait to fill 
containers; 80 per cent of Belarussians are Orthodox and will store a year’s supply of the blessed water Photograph: Vastly Fedosenko/Reuters 

Mugabe backs down on threat to grab white land 


The plan by President Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe to con- 
fiscate 1,400 while-owned farms 
has been hailed - probably in- 
definiiely - by conditions im- 
posed on new loans by the 
World Bank and the European 
Union. 

For months Mr Mugabe, 
whose government’s populari- 
ty has slumped to an all-time 
low. had been threatening a 
mass land-grab after the May 
harvest, with little or no com- 
pensation for owners. 

In Zimbabwe. IS years after 


independence from Britain, 
commercial farms remain in 
white hands while poor blacks 
are still landless. Reform is ad- 
miitedly long overdue but Mr 
Mugabe has been using the is- 
sue as a smokescreen for the p«v 
liiical and economic failures 
which have sparked unprece- 
dented mass protests in the 
past feu- months. 

Even the most ardent land 
reformers said the crude mea- 
sures proposed by Mr Mugabe 
- takeover by force and redis- 
tribution to landless peasants - 


would spell economic disaster 
for the country. The government 
has no funds to invest in ma- 
chinery or to train black farm- 
ers. who generally have no 
experience of anything other 
than subsistence farming. 

It appears rhetoric finally 
gave way to hard economic re- 
alities at the weekend, when the 
beleaguered government per- 
suaded the World Bank to re- 
lease Swim (E36.5m) and the 
European Union to release 
$20m of frozen budget support. 

In return, the government 


pledged to respccL the consti- 
tution. which guarantees com- 
pensation to those affected by 
land reform. 

The promise contradicts Mr 
Mugabe's recent threats to ig- 
nore the constitution on Lhe is- 
sue. Crucially, the government 
has also promised not to push 
the budget deficit beyond S.2 
per cent of the gross national 
product, an undertaking which 
al.se> seems to torpedo the land 
grab. 

Mr Mugabe was caught be- 
tween a rock and a hard place. 


Zimbabwe badly needs outside 
investment. The Zimbabwe dol- 
lar is in frcefall; its difficulties 
are at least partly due to the un- 
certainty surrounding tbe land 
threats. 

Implications of the loan con- 
ditions became public as more 
than a thousand people again 
took to the streets of Harare 
yesterday in protest at price ris- 
es. As riot police tear-gassed 
and baton-charged the people, 
the government blamed whiles 
for Lhe country's problems. 

— Mary Braid, Johannesburg 


China told Robin Cook 
yesterday that it would 
welcome a visit by the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for 
Human Rights. Teresa 
Poole in Peking considers 
what results the 
overture will -yield. 


It was Qian Qicjben, the Chinese 
foreign minister, who raised the 
subject of human rights during 
four hours of discussions and 
dinner with Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary. Eager to em- 
phasise the '‘fresh start” to Sino- 
British relations. Mr Qian took 
the opportunity to announce 
that the Chinese government 
•‘was realty to welcome a visit to 
China by Mary Robinson {tbe 
UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights] at any time”. 

The choice of Mr Cook as 
the conduit for what Peking re- 
gards as a concession to in- 
ternational opinion underlines 
improved relations between 
Britain and China since the han- 
dover of Hong Kong last year. 
Yesterday it emerged that Tbny 
Blair's visit to China is sched- 
uled for September. 

In a further sign of openness 
on China's part the United 
States Defense Decretaiy, 
W ilKam Cohen, was given a tour 
of a secret air defence base. 

Tbe invitation to Mrs Robin- 
son contained no details of what 
access she would be granted, so 
there is no guarantee that Chi- 
na's conditions would prove ac- 
ceptable. None the less, Mr 
Cook welcomed the offer. It was 
also agreed that the dialogue be- 
tween the European Union and 
China on human rights would re- 
convene in Peking next month 
and again in May. 

Today, over lunch with a Chi- 
nese vice-foreign minister, Mr 
Cook will raise the EU list of 


about a dozen jailed dissidents. 
China rarely responds to such 
lists, which are presented reg- 
ularly by Western politicians 
without securing releases. 

Mr Cook told Mr Qian be 
wanted Sino-British relations to 
proceed on a “wide road”, a mes- 
sage be will reiterate in a meet- 
ing with President Jiang Zemin 
today. The United Kingdom 
.spokesman said human rights 
was one element of a “four-part 
agenda", which included Hong 
Kong, international issues such 
as Iraq and the environment, and 
UK and EU relations with Chi- 
na, including trade. Mr Cook 
wants his 24-hour mainland vis- 
it to yield progress on an insur- 
ance operating licence for Royal 
and Sun Alliance and more air 
routes for British carriers. 

Mr Cook’s brief visit to 
Peking has coincided with that 
of Mr Cohen, the US Defense 
Secretary. Yesterday, Mr Cohen 
became the first foreigner al- 
lowed to tour a secret Chinese 
regional air defence command 
centre in Peking, which US of- 
ficials said was a “break- 
through” in building trust 
between the two countries. Un- 
til this month. Lbe Chinese had 
denied that the site existed. 

Later in tbe day, Mr Cohen 
secured reassurances from his 
counterpart. General Chi Haot- 
ian, that China would not sell 
anti-ship cruise missiles to Iran. 

Despite an atmosphere de- 
signed to promote greater 
openness between the two 
countries' military establish- 
ments. Mr Cohen's underlying 
message in a speech at tbe 
Academy of Military Sciences 
was tough. He said China’s 
willingness to cooperate with 
the US would largely determine 
the future of security in Asia. 
“We can work together toward 
our common interest, or we can 
work against each other," Mr 
Cohen said. “The United Stales 
will succeed on either path." 


US students raped by Guatemalan gunmen 


Gunmen ambushed a bus car- 
rying 16 American college 
students and teachers in 
Guatemala. Marched at gun- 
point to a nearby sugar cane 
field, all were robbed and 
five were raped during the W- 
rainute assault. 

The students were on the 


last day of a lour of Mayan ru- 
ins. Guatemalan police later 
detained two men. 

The crime, last Friday, 
seemed certain to hurt 
tourism in Guatemala, 
favoured by backpackers at- 
tracted by its Mayan culture. 

The Foreign Office warns 


travellers to beware. “Violent 
crime Ls common throughout 
Guatemala. " it says. "Muggers 
are often well armed. Visitors 
should be alert at all limes, and 
not travel alone, especially at 
night. .Armed attacks on long- 
distance and city buses arc 
common." 
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The more people join 
The Co-operative Bank, 
the less animal testing 
there’ll be. 
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The Independent has 
teamed up with Hoar Cross 
Hall to offer a weekend 
break for two at their 
luxury health spa resort. 
Hoar Cross Hall has a rare 
combination of elegance and 
pleasure. 

If you overindulged at 
Christmas and the New Year 
then take advantage of the 
wide range of treatments at 
your own pace. Treat 
yourself tohydrotherapy 
baths, blitz jet douches or 
flotation therapy. 

The gymnasium can give you 
a fullmness assessment and 
advise you on the best way 
forward for combined 
health and fitness. 

Out of doors enjoy the 
exceptional Golf Academy, 
tennis, croquet, badminton. 

or just a peaceful walk in 
the woodlands. Hoar Cross 
Hall is perfectly situated in 
the tranquility of the 


Staffordshire councryshire. 

There is a wide choice of 
healch food in the 
restaurants. Fresh, local 
produce is hand-picked 
whereever possible to 
provide the very best for 
guests - whether you are 
counting calories or not the 
choice is yours! 

To enter this competition 
dial the number below, 
answer the following 
question on line and leave 
your name and full address. 

Q: The foot is massaged to 
benefit the whole of the 
body - what is this called? 

Call 0930 563817 

Reservation numbers or for further 
information on Hoar Cross Hall 
please cal! 01283 575671 

The weekend break u to be taken 
wtthm the ne« 12 months subject 
ro availability. 


We promise never to invest 
our customers' money in companies 
involved in animal experiments 
for cosmetic purposes. 

Ar The Co-operative Bank, we make your account more 
accountable. We promise never to invest your money 
in companies involved in animal experiments for cosmetic 
purposes, countries ruled by oppressive regimes, or in 
companies that needlessly pollute. It's all part of our ethical 
policy to strive for a better service for you, and a better 
world for ail of us. On top of this, you’ll receive all the 


benefits you’d expect from a major high street bank: 
24-hour telephone banking and access to over 1 4,000 UNK 
cash machines. There's also our unique service guarantee 
which means should we make an error, we’ll sort it out. 
say sorry, and credit your account with £!0. If all this 
sounds like something you’d like to be part of, call us 
free today. By joining us you tan make a real difference. 


Apply now. 
(^) Freefone 
0800 73 II 299 

Pitase quote reference: 12905 


Post to: The Co-operative Bank p.l.c. FREEPORT MR8 1 92, Manchester, M 1 9A7 
Please use block capitals. www.co-operativebank.co.uk 

Name; _ 


Address: . 


Daytime telephone number. 


Postcode. 
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EU visit to Algiers 
skims surface of 
the killing fields 


A European Union delegation, led 
by Foreign Office minister Derek 
Fatchett, flew into Algiers last 
night for talks today with 
politicians and newspaper editors. 
Algeria say it wants help in a war 
against ‘terrorists'. But, reports 
Steve Crawshow, the EU wants to 
keep the conflict at arms length. 


More massacres were reported yesterday 
across the country, in what now passes for 
Algerian normality. In the rabbit-warren 
of steep streets and alleyways of the old 
Casbah district of Algiers, three more peo- 
ple were shot They arc just the latest in 
a wave of massacres that has taken the lives 
of more than 1,100 men, women and chil- 
dren in the past three weeks. 

Today’s Lalks, by Mr Falchett and his 
counterparts horn Austria and Luxembourg 
( the prcsenL future and past holders of the 
European Union presidency), are intend- 
ed to show that Europe is getting serious 
about the problems of Algeria. But Europe 
has no intention of getting too deeply 
embroiled. 

On the Algerian side, expectations are 
dear. The authorities want the EU to sup- 
port what the government insists is a 
straightforward war with Islamic terrorists. 
The main front-page headline in the pro- 
government El Moudjahid newspaper yes- 
terday warned the European troika to 
“avoid misunderstandings and disillusions'*. 
It demanded “more efficient co-operation", 
and complained of the ELTs “chilly attitude" 
towards "the battle that we have fought 
for the past six years against barbaric 
terrorism". 

Other commentators hint, by contrast 
that the EU might have been tougher. Le 
Matin newspaper argued that “too many 
things remain unspoken" in the EU mission, 
and quoted Mr Fatchett's insistence in a BBC 
radio interview that while there was "a need 
for candour, that's not pointing the finger 
at anyone in the Algerian government for 
responsibility". It pointed out: "For Europe, 
the responsibility for the massacres is not as 
clear as the authorities suggest" 

The EU mission may, if all goes well, 
provide some seeds of hope. Some Alge- 
rians argue that it could pave the way for 
future, more substantial missions, includ- 
ing perhaps one by a United Nations rap- 
porteur - an idea which the Algerian 
government brusquely rejected when it was 
first mooted last year. The authorities' re- 
peated failure to respond adequately to the 


massacres has led to questions inside and 
outside Algeria about whether elements 
within the government or security forces 
share complicity. In a report published 
at the end of last year, Amnesty Interna- 
tional, which has repeatedly been refused 
permission to conduct an investigation, 
argued that the international community 
had "shunned its responsibilities in the 
face of a tragedy which takes place in 
camera”. 

Tens of thousands of Algerians have 
died in the past few years. Most of the worst 
killings take place in the countryside, 
where massacres have become gruesome- 
ly routine. Reports of the massacres are 
never official but are reported in the press, 
on the basis of bonnes sources. Islamic ter- 
rorists are always blamed; but they remain 
invisible, allegedly bunted down and shot 
There are no open trials where the voic- 
es of the alleged murderers might be heard. 
Torture and disappearances of those hos- 
tile to the government are agreed to be 
widespread. 

Today’s talks can be little more than a 
s kimming of the surface of the problem. 
The ministerial troika will meet the Al- 
gerian prime minister and foreign minis- 
ter, a group of newspaper editors and a 
group of opposition politicians before fly- 
ing out again this afternoon. The Euro- 
peans hope that a fuller fact-finding 
mission will follow. The Algerians, by con- 
trast. are more concerned to get the trou- 
blesome Europeans on-side, or off their 
backs. 

Paradoxically, the Algerian refusal un- 
til now to co-operate with the international 
community in any way has meant that Al- 
gerian complicity may have been overstated 
rather than understated. Many Algerians 
agree that violence by the Islamic radicals 
is a serious problem. But they argue that 
the government’s attempts at cover-up only 
make the problems worse. 

Omar Belhouchet, editor of El Watan 
newspaper, said that it was wrong to “let 
the Islamists off the hook". But he called 
for much greater government openness. 
“It's a question of democracy. We must 
make them give freedom of the press. 
That’s important Le pouvoir [the author- 
ities! must respect press freedom and hu- 
man rights. I very much hope that things 
will change." 

For the moment there is little sign of 
that. On his office desk, Mr Belhouchet has 
a quotation from Shakespeare: "News 
fitting to the night, Black, fearful, com- 
fortless and horrible." In Algeria, the 
quotation seeins likely to remain macabre- 
ty appropriate. 




Heated debate: A home-made American flag is burned by protesters outside the UNSCOM building in Baghdad 
yesterday as chief UN weapons Inspector Richard Butler returned to the city Photograph: Fateh Kheiber/Reucers 


Talks begin 
on Iraq-UN 
stand-off 


With Iraq seemingly bent 
defying the United Nations, the 
world watched nervously 
yesterday as negotiations on. 

overcoming the crisis began in 

Baghdad. But, as Davkf Usbome 

observes, hopes of a quick 
resolution are not high. 


There was scant sign of any easy way out 
of the latest confrontation between Iraq 
and the United Nations yesterday as spe- 
cial UN envoy Richard Butler arrived in 
Baghdad for two days of crisis talks with 
government officials. 

While sounding a somewhat concilia- 
tory tone before talks with Iraq’s foreign 
minis ter, Tariq Aziz, Mr Butler rejected 
a de adlin e on concluding UN efforts to 
unearth and dismantle weapons of mass 
destruction in the country. 

Mr Butler, who is chief of the UN Spe- 
cial Commission responsible for un- 
earthing Iraq’s suspected chemical, 
biological and nuclear arms programmes, 
was responding to a speech made by Sad- 
dam Hussein at the weekend. President 
$aHHam indicated that he might place a 
six-month deadline on the UN inspections 

ending. . 

“This work can be done quite quickly 
with full Iraqi co-operation,” Mr Butler 
told journalists. “Tb demand that it be fin- 
ished at a certain stage is a degree of ar- 
bitrariness that makes no practical sense.” 

Technically, Mr Butler is in Bagfaad to 
address two new obstacles raised by Iraq 
about the inspections. It is continuing to 
deny inspectors access to “sensitive" 
presidential sites. 

Last week, meanwhile, it sabotaged the 
work of 3 team led by former US Marine 
officer, Scott Ritter. 

Iraq is contending both that Mr Rit- 
ter was a United States spy and that the 
composition of the UN teams is unrea- 
sonably weighed down by Britons and 
Americans. ’ 

While insisting that Iraq has no choice 
but to abide by UN resolutions and al- 
low unfettered access for the inspectors, 
he added: "The Council has also said that 
in bringing about that access, we should 
find ways to show respect to Iraq’s sov- 
ereignly, dignity and national security." 

While President Saddam appears to be 
confident that divisions in the Security 
Council will dissuade the US from taking 
unilateral military action against him, there 
were important signs of efforts by Coun- 
cil members to reassert their solidarity, no- 
tably from officials in France and China. 


Finger of suspicion points to Baghdad after bloody murders in Jordan 



Hikmat al-Hajou: Throat 
was cut 


Mystery still surrounds the 
savage murder of the Iraqi 
deputy ambassador, two promi- 
nent Iraqi businessmen and 
five others in a luxury villa in 
Amman on Sunday morning. 
Four Iraqi diplomats have been 
prevented from returning to 
Iraq as Jordan hunts for the 
murderers. 

Hikmat al-Hajou, the Iraqi 
deputy ambassador, was among 
those killed in the mansion of 
Sami George Thomas, an Iraqi 
multi-millionaire, in the wealthy 
suburb of Rabia in the west of 
the Jordanian capital in the 
early hours of Sunday morning. 


Three of those who died had 
their heads cut off, say Jor- 
danian sources quoting police 
investigators. The four or five 
murderers were both savage 
and patient, first gagging and ty- 
ing up Mr Thomas and his girl- 
friend, along with two servants, 
and then waiting for the other 
guests to arrive. 

Finally, all had their throats 
cuL 

The ritualistic nature of the 
killings - as if designed to pro- 
voke fear - is in keeping with 
the traditions of the Iraqi 
regime. It also makes it less like- 
ly that a simple business dis- 


pute. however embittered, was 
involved. 

The killers first secured the 
house with Mr Thomas and hi 
Greek girlfriend, who is the 
only survivor. Iraqi observers 
are mystified by a police state- 
ment that she identified the 
murderers as speaking Arabic 
with an Iraqi accident, since 
they say she has never been to 
Iraq. 

The first guest to arrive was 
Narair al-Owchi, a businessman 
who lived in Beirut and a friend 
of Mr Thomas with whom he of- 
ten stayed. His family originally 
came from Kirkuk, northern 


Iraq. He was the younger broth- 
er of Nazmi al-Owchi, a busi- 
nessman of- immense weaiLh, 
who is reputed to handle invest- 
ments for Barzan, half-brother oF 
Saddam Hussein and Iraqi am- 
bassador to the UN in Geneva. 
Namir entered the house with a 
Kurd called Sadeq. another 
friend of Mr Thomas, said to he 
a barber. 

The last to arrive were Hik- 
mat al-Hajou. the Iraqi deputy 
ambassador, and his Egyptian- 
born wife Leila. He had head- 
ed tbe Iraqi intelligence 
operation at its embassy in 
Kuwait in the late 1980s. He is 


said by Iraqi sources to have re- 
mained close to the 
Mukhabarat. Once all the 
guests had arrived, tbe killers 
cut their victims’ throats. 

Only hours after the mur- 
ders were discovered four Iraqi 
diplomats who tried to cross 
into their country from Jordan 
were turned back at the border. 
Given that it is three or four 
hours to the Karameh border 
crossing and Jordanian securi- 
ty says they were turned back 
“after arriving at 0600 GMT 
Sunday" they must have started 
soon after the murders. 

Jordanian security also 


stopped Iraqis leaving from 
Amm an international airport 
Meanwhile Iraq is to free all 
Jordanian prisoners and halt le- 
gal proceedings against Jorda- 
nians in its courts. The decision, 
taken by President Saddam, 
came after he held a two-hour 
meeting with Jordan's promi- 
nent opposition figure, Leith 
ShubeilaL Jordan has given 
Iraq a list of 60 prisoner. The 
releases are an attempt to stop 
relations between Baghdad and 
Amman deteriorating further 
after four Jordanian students 
were executed in Baghdad in 
December. 


Jordan's Prime Minister. 
Abdul Salam aJ-Majali, 
brushed aside suggestions late 
on Sunday that the attack was 
in revenge for the hanging of 
the students. 

He said: “It has no Jink 
with that, at least until now, and 
we do not expect so. I think it’s 
a separate incident" 

Nevertheless, the killings 
on Sunday and earlier inci- 
dents show a growing tenden- 
cy for disputes in the Middle 
East to lead to violence in Am- 
man, just as regimes once used 
to fight proxy battles in Beirut. 

— Patrick Cockbum 


Saudi Arabia guilty of appalling human rights violations, MPs say 


Saudi Arabia has come under heavy crit- 
icism for its poor human rights record. In 
a report published today it is claimed that 
in the kingdom "torture is endemic ... 
brutal and sustained". 

The report, join tty published by the all- 
party parliamentary human rights group 

and the charity Redress, says that 540 peo- 


ple have been executed since 1990, after 
trials “which are not conducted in accor- 
dance with internationally accepted judi- 
cial standards”. 

Also under attack is the British For- 
eign Office., The report argues that there 
is “evidence that the UK has consistent- 
ly failed to protect its nationals when they 


become victims of torture, and may even 
have acquiesced in providing the Saudi 
regime with the instruments it uses to 
commit torture”. Claims made by two 
British nurses that they were pressurised 
into confessing to the murder of their col- 
league were “not unusual," the report says. 

Ann Ciwyd, chair of the parliamentary 


group and one of the report’s authors, said: 
“It is bad form to refer to public behead- 
ings, floggings and amputations in Saudi 
Arabia. The Foreign Secretary's mission 
statement, which commits us to spreading 
values of democracy and human rights 
around the world, appears not to apply in 
the Gulf." 


One of the reasons for this may be the 
history of commerce between tbe UK and 
Saudi Arabia, including the al-Yamarnah 
deal, whereby Saudi Arabia bought British 
arms and paid in oil. As with Indonesia, 
Mr Cook seems unwilling to jeopardise 
British jobs and money for his principles, 
tbe report says. According to Amnesty In- 


ternational, which two months ago pub- 
lished its own report criticising the Sau- I 
di regime, 125 people suffered the death. : 
penalty last year alone, casting doubt over 
“many aspects of the Saudi trials system". 

Tbe Saudi embassy in London declined 

to comment. 

— Gdon Freeman 
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Pregnant 
mornings: 
horror of the 
full Bronte 


rdan 


Charlotte Bronte, who 
died in pregnancy, wrote 
harrowing descriptions of 
the vomiting that killed 
her. Other women have 
less harrowing tales to 
tell, but harrowing 
enough to suggest that 
serious pregnancy 
sickness is an affliction 
more serious and more 
widespread than you’d 
think. If you've had it 
bad, says Emma Haughton, 
you never forget it. 


Even eight years after the birth 
of her twinsjfelen Ingledew, a 
social worker, recalls the mis- 
ery of her pregnancy as if it were 
yesterday. “It was simply the 
worst experience of my life. I’m 
a pretty tough person, but I 
wouldn't be surprised if it drove 
some people tojumpoutof the 
window,'' 

Although sickness in her 
first pregnancy caused her to 
mss her honeymoon, Helen felt 
twice as bad during her second. 
“It came on almost as soon as 
I knew I was pregnant, and this 
time it was 24 hours a day - I 
even felt ill in the middle of the 
night- It was like being trapped 
on a ship in a force' nine gale; 

I couldn't keep anything down, 
even a sip of water. I really 
thought I would die.” 

At nine weeks of pregnancy 
Helen's donor admitted her to 
hospital. She was dehydrated 
1 and her weight had dropped 
from more than eight stone to 
, SK-and-a-haif. 

“People would come to see 
me and their faces would drop 
because I looked so awful - 1 
looked as if I was dying of a 
wasting disease. I was very neg- 
ative: I remember trying to get 
out of a wheelchair to go to the 
loo and feeling absolutely des- 
perate." At one point she broke 
down and asked for a termina- 
tion, even though she had very 
much wanted the baby. 

Fortunately, after a fort- 
night's treatment with a glucose 
drip and anti-sickness drugs. 
Helen felt well enough to leave 
hospital. An ultrasound scan 


had revealed she was expecting 
twins, and despite her fears for 
her babies, Beth and Lily were 
bom at 38 weeks, both healthy 
and weighing in at more than 
five pounds each. 

Although Helen's case was 
severe, pregnancy sickness is 
■ far from unusual, afflicting 
more than 80 percent of women 
to some degree and accounting 
for an estimated 8.5 million 
lost working days each year. 
Yet according ro Nicky Wesson, 
author of Pregnancy Sickness 
{Vermilion. £6.99), it is not 
generally taken seriously. 

“One of the main problems 
for women is the general lack 
of understanding of what they’re 
going through. Medical staff 
tend to think there’s nothing 
they can do. so tend to dismiss 
iL Unless you've been through 
it, ir'sdifficult to appreciate how 
debilitating it can be." 

Indeed, for some unfortu- 
nate women morning sickness 
used to be more than just de- 
bilitating. Until the turn of the 
century, hyperemesis gravi- 
darum. or severe pregnancy 
sickness, was a significant cause 
of maternal deaths. 

Charlotte Bronte, who died 
during her pregnancy in 1855. 
described her illness in letters to 
friends “Let me speak the plain 
truth - my sufferings are very 
great - my nights indescribable 
- sickness with scarce a re- 
prieve - 1 strain until what I vom- 
it is mixed with Wood." One 
friend. Mis Gaskeli, reported 
the run-up to her death: “A low 
wandering delirium came on; 
and in it she begged constantly 
for food and even for stimulants. 
She swallowed eagerly now; but 
it was too late.” 

The last recorded death 
from this condition was in 1939. 
Until relatively recently, the 
only treatment was therapeutic 
abortion, although many 
women were too weak lo sur- 
vive it; thankfully modern in- 
travenous treatment to correcL 
fluid and electrolyte balance is 
effective for the majority of the 
five to ten women in 1 .000 who 
are affected. 

But while treatment at the 
severe end of the spectrum has 
revolutionised its management 
and outcome, for women with 



Nightmare pregnancy: Helen Ingledew with Beth and Lily. She was so desperate that she considered a termination 


less lifc-ihrea\ening sickness 
there is little on offer. Since the 
sedative and anti-sickness drug 
thalidomide caused severe de- 
formities in more than lO.OUrt 
babies in the early Sixties, phar- 
maceutical companies have re- 
garded drug treatment for 
morning sickness as a k*i cause, 
and doctors are now reluctant 
to prescribe anv medication 
during pregnancy. 

But the problem of finding 
an effective treatment for morn- 
ing sickness is compounded by 
the facL that even today no one 
has much idea what causes iL 
So far studies have turned up 
only factors that make women 
more vulnerable, such as mul- 
tiple pregnancy, and sickness in 
a previous pregnancy. 


A study by a Nuneaton GP. 
Roger Gadsby. one of the few 
doctors researching this area, 
found that women whose moth- 
ers suffered pregnancy sickness 
and women prone to travel 
sickness were also more sus- 
ceptible. While smokers seem to 
he less prone lo sickness, there 
is no relation to the age of the 
mother or the sex of her baby. 

Not that there's been any 
shortage ot theories. Some, 
such as those postulating sick- 
ness as a mechanism for limit- 
ing weight gain, or to protect the 
mother from "toxic " substances 
in certain foods, have been 
thoroughly debunked. Others, 
particularly the Freudian ex- 
planation popular in the Sixties, 
that women suffering from 


‘People’s faces would drop when 
they saw me.-l looked as if I was 
dying of a wasting disease’ 


moming sickness were subcon- 
sciously rejecting their babies, 
linger on. 

"There are still some who 
think there is a psychological 
component, but it's a load of 
rubbish,” says Dr Gadsby'. “it re- 
ally is hormonal.” One study, 
for instance, found that nearly 
half the women who reported 
feeling sick, did so even before 
they knew they were pregnant. 

So if it’s not all in the mind, 
what might be to blame? Preg- 


nancy sickness docs seem to be 
linked, in pan. to lowered blood 
sugar levels, but Dr Gadsby is 
putting his money on it as a nat- 
ural. if unfortunate, corollary of 
a healthy pregnancy. He is cur- 
rently researching levels of 
blood sugar, cortisol and other 
anti-inflammatory substances 
in the blood of women in the 
early weeks. 

“The foetus is a foreign 
body growing inside a woman, 
without an acute immunologi- 


cal reaction to reject it,” he ex- 
plains, “Our hypothesis is that 
the substances which damp 
down the immune response are 
released into the maternal cir- 
culation. and an unwanted side- 
effect is sickness. In severe 
cases, more of these substances 
may be released into the blood, 
or the woman may be unusual- 
ly sensitive to them.” 

There is plenty of evidence 
that sickness is a sign of a 
healthy pregnancy, he believesu 
“We found that if you start 
bleeding but your sickness con- 
tinues, you have double the 
chance of continuing the preg- 
nancy than if your sickness 
symptoms subside. It's a positive 
sign that lots of hormones are 
being produced.” 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


And happily, it seems, babies 
are remarkably resilient to 
die trials and tribulations of 
their mothers. Research 
shows than even quite severe 
sickness and vomiting do not af- 
fect birth weight, increase 
the risk of abnormality or en- 
danger the outcome of the 
pregnancy. 

Indeed, Dr Gadsby found 
that women who felt sick tend- 
ed to have larger placentas 
than average, which, since they 
are the baby’s life support sys- 
tem, is a good indication of a 
healthy pregnancy. So even if all 
hell is breaking loose in your 
stomach, take heart from the 
knowledge that a few inches 
down it's very much business as 
usual. 


This business takes guts - somebody else’s 


HOW TO HELP YOURSELF 


We buried my Granddad in 
November. He was a very fun- 
ny man, irreligious and care- 
ful with his money, too. When 
he died he wanted to be 
“chucked in the ground in a 
bin-liner without any fuss.” 
None of this expensive re- 
. spect for the autonomy of the 
dead. Alas, when my aunt 
communicated this wish to 
the undertaker, he said: “We 
couldn't possibly do that - it's 
unethicaL” So he ended up 
shelling out for a coffin and all 
the trimmings. Is there any 
other way? 

Well yes - you can leave 
your body to medical dissec- 
tion- As a student, the first pa- 
tient lever met wasa dead one. 
Without any attempt at moral 
guidance, we were encour- 
aged to cut it into increasing- 
ly smaller pieces. Some 
fainted, a few juggled with 
the kidneys or skipped with the 
intestines. One amusing man 
stuck a hose in one end of the 
gut and blasted the contents 
out of the other. 

And then there were apoc- 
ryphal stories of bits smuggled 
out Astudent was said to have 
stolen an sum and bidden it at 
the bottom of his girlfriend’s 
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bed. Others favoured an aber- 
rant penis, on a key ring or 
dropped between tube doors 
or in a rugby scrum. Simon 
Fenn got off lightly. 

Most students didn't exhibit 
such callous disregard for hu- 
man death. The pair dissecting 
opposite me were scholars. 
They took it all very seriously 
and meticulously dissected out 
every tiny root of the auto- 
nomic nervous system run- 
ning alongside the spine. It 
must have taken hours and was 
trulv a beauty to behold, until 


1 mistook it lor fat and ripped 
the whole lot out. It was the 
only time I ever saw anyone cry 
in the dissection room - but 
then 1 wasn't there when a stu- 
dent pulled back his sheet and 
discovered a cadaverous .Aun- 
tie Beryl. .Allegedly. 

Dissection was generally 
regarded as a rites of passage 
thing - pan of the historical de- 
humanisation of medics that 
turns us into anti-holistic emo- 
tional cripples lit only to work 
a hundred hours a week in the 
NHS. 

There was no preparation 
for what lay behind the dis- 
section room door - the God- 
awful smell, the sound of the 
saw slicing off the top of the 
skull or the sight of unfcasibly 
large genitals swollen in the 
preservation process. It was 
sink or swim, survival of the 
cruellest. 

Indeed, the only reference 
to the grisly business came in 
an aside in a pathology lecture. 
“One man wanted to be a doc- 
tor but repeatedly failed his ex- 
ams. When he died, he left us 
his body because it was the only- 
wav he’d ever get into medical 
school.” It «as meant as a joke, 
but it inadvertently reminded 
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Do we need sleep schools? Professor Peter Hill, of Georges 
Hospital Medical School.says that, for a small child, sleep -s 

dSldSfell asleep precisely when the 
narents want it ta It is a skill that the child has to learn and some 
find it more difficult than others. So don't tell the ch.ld go to 
I - Hnpcnt work. Adults cannot sleep to order either. 

S ^SOTteeies that parents can use include creating a sensibly aim 
bedtime routine and. for eariy waters, setting an alarm dock 
iS, indicates when they can come into your room. 


us that this punr sod had nev- 
er achieved his aspirations 
and was trying lo do us a 
favour in Jearh. Huwunuld he 
feel aboul uur h/i\sc: fain: al- 
titude In his dismembered re- 
mains? The skipping slopped 
soon after. 

That was 1 9S 1 . and medical 
edueati* m has m« wed on. Ni iw 
students gel introductory lec- 
tures tin the ethics nf cadaver 
use and a chance to discuss 
their feelings about meeting 
their first corpse. And the 
so ipe lur abuse is far less - in- 
sieaJ of getting a scalpel, a 
DIY guide book and half a 
body each, they gel lo watch 
someone else do it properly 
from a distance. Any kidney 
juggling is done with plastic 
replicas. 

Some students foci they’re 
missing out on their initiation 
ceremony, and Mime consul- 
tants agree. "We had lo do 
it and so should they” is still 
a pervading altitude in medi- 
cine. 

Medical dissection started 
in Britain with I hi h -century 
criminals executed for murder. 
This was seen as a further pun- 
ishment. worse than gibbeting, 
and volunteers were thin on 


the ground. So doctors looked 
under it. Raiding paupers’ 
graves to get “resurrected 
corpses" was endemic in the 
l.Mh century - 2,1 XX) snatches 
a year for medical schools un- 
til the Anatomy Act tried in 
slop it in 1S32. Dissection, 
hi rtvcvcr. carried on apace us- 
ing "unclaimed bodies”. 

Ol the 57.t HlO cadavers used 
in London medical schools 
until the 1^30$. virtually all 
were from workhouses of asy- 
lums - people who never con- 
sented m he dissected but had 
no-one willing or able to afford 
a coffin. 

Nowadays, we rely on sup- 
posedly informed bequests, 
but even when dissection is 
done with dignity, the ethics 
are questionable in the absence 
of evidence that it makes bel- 
ter doctors. The anatomical 
Juti iwiedge is quickly forgotten 
and for me at least, there was 
no mature reflection on death 
and dying. 

That said. I’d be quite hap- 
py to leave my body to the 
nearest anatomy department 
and. given the chance. I’m 
sure Grnmps would have, too. 
Just so long as they pay for the 
burial. 


You have heard of Type A personalities, the driven 
ambitious people who never let up and are prone to heart 
attacks But Type D! These are che worryers. the negative and 
insecure people whom, a new study has shown, cum out to be 

more at risk of a second heart attack than their thrusting cousins. 

A team from the University of Antwerp has found that among 
people who survived a first heart attack. Type Ds are three times 
more likely to suffer from a second than ocher personality types.lt is 
unclear whether having the first heart attack turns assertive Type 
As into nervous Type Ds. — Jeremy Laurance. Health Editor 


• Small, regular snacks will 
maintain your blood sugar and 
help alleviate nausea. Indulge 
food cravings, but stick to 
foods high in starch rather than 
fat or sugar, which may make 
you feel worse. 

• Rest as much as you can - 
tiredness compounds feelings 
of nausea. Get up slowly in the 


moming, preferably after 
something to eat 

• One study found that the 
elasticated bands which - 
stimulate acupressure points in 
rite wrist ease pregnancy nausea, 
as well as travel sickness. 

• Eating ginger may help, by 
aiding digestion and reducing 
stimuli to the part of the brain 



controlling nausea and 
vomiting. Try ginger beer or 
biscuits. or use it fresh. 

• Wesson recommends zinc 
supplements, quoting one study 
that found 42 per cent of 
pregnant women were eating 
less than the recommended 
daily intake of 15-I9mg. “It does 
seem to help some women." 
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Don’t just stand there doing nothing... act like a statue! 


Ever since Pygmalion, 
sculptors have tried to 
bring their creations to 
life. Ever since Medusa, 
nature has conspired to 
turn living things to 
stone. Tom Lubbock finds 
himself pulled up short 
by a staggering assembly 
of living statuary. 


Whatever they say about paint- 
ing. figurative sculpture isn't 
dead. On the contrary, it’s alive 
- or haif-alive anyway. A 
strange sort of animation is the 
distinguishing mark, today, of 
what was once called statuary, 
It doesn't keep its distance. Not 
content to be gazed au it likes 
to cross the an barrier. It 
comes out to meet us in our 
own space. It engages the view- 
er in a direct and personal 
relationship. 

Think of Antony Gormley's 
Field, with its thousands of 
pint-sized clay-men wailing 
patiently, obediently, menac- 
ingly in ranks before the spec- 
tator’s fccL or of Ana Maria 
Pacheco’s alarmingly vivid 
wood carvings, fitted out with 
piercing glass eyes and mouth- 
fuls of real teeth. Or there are 
Juan Munos's figures, lurking 
in the corners of galleries - 
static, it seems, but then vou no- 


tice their moving, silently 
mouthing lips; or there are 
Duane Hanson’s bewildering- 
■Iy illusionistic replicas of con- 
temporary Americans; or - a 
big favourite at the Royal 
Academy's “Sensation” show- 
Ron Mueck’s Dead Dad, a lit- 
tle old naked man lying on the 
floor, drawing around him 
small crowds of onlookers who 
felt more like intruders. 

Roughly made or super- 
real. all these works revive the 
primitive power of the statue, 
returning it to the status of the 
fetish, the effigy, the waxwork, 
the puppet and Lhe doll. 
Pygm alion-e fleets and Medusa- 
effects take over. The sculpted 
figure seems on the point of 
coming to consciousness, or 
conversely to have been struck 
stiff. True, the fact that it's also 
a sculpture - something made, 
something srilL something to be 
stared at, something set apart 
- is not be denied. But with 
these animated statues, rather 
than being taken as read, this 
fact becomes part of the figure’s 
own repertoire and fate: some- 
thing it's doing or that's hap- 
pened to it: something it feels 
and we feel too. 

Those are a few examples. 
Thomas Schutte is another, a 
German artist, in his early for- 
ties. A retrospective of his 
work now occupies the White- 
chapel Gallery. It’s a very dis- 
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parate selection, including 
miniatures and monsters, 
photos and watercolours, enor- 
mous heads and scale models 
of imaginary buildings - too 
much stuff, really, for these 
rooms, which fill up very quick- 
ly. It’s the figures in the down- 
stairs gallery that make the 
most impact. 

The first group you meet are 
called United Enemies, These 
are little men that come in 
pairs. They’re displayed - at hu- 
man head-height -under glass 
bell-jars on top of columns. 
They’re not much more than a 
foot high, one always a little big- 
ger than the other, and they're 
not much more than heads on 
sticks. The beads are modelled 
from lumps of multi-coloured 
Plasticine into distorted fea- 
tures, cute-grotesque; while, 
for the bodies of each couple, 
the three sticks they stand on are 
just wrapped with a single piece 
of doth, wound round tightly 
with string or rubber bands, 
locking them in a symbiotic 
struggle/embrace. The heads 
point crossly and stand-ofSsh- 
ly in different directions. Their 
enforced proximity is dearly re- 
luctant. But it's a fate to which 
they’re very much alive. 

It’s the contrast of the busy, 
assertive heads with the very 
rough craftsmanship of the rest 
that animates them. The faces 
find themselves trapped in 
these make-shift joint bodies, 
the unwilling subjects of the 
hand that made them and then 
put them under glass. Here they 
are, stuck in this compromising 
position, resentful of the part- 
ner they’re helplessly linked to, 
resenrfol too of the fact that 
they’ve been put on show for 
our inspection, these funny, 
sony little uglies - but trying 
proudly, vainly, to ignore or rise 
above this awkward situation. 

And they feel small. Scale is 
another aspect of the animat- 
ed statue. You don’t suppose 
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that Michelangelo's Daxid is 
meant to be a giant, or that 
Degas’ figurines of dancers are 
meant to be wee folk, but with 
Schulte’s models the scale is in- 
deed one-to-one. They are lit- 


erally little creatures, actual 
size - something that’s stressed 
by the odd addition of a real hu- 
man prop, a toothbrush or a 
screwdriver stuck in their belts. 
Or, in another work, Mohr's 


Life , a couple of these small fel- 
lows are set on the floor, stand- 
ing at our feet, in a world of 
objects that sometimes dwarf 
them (a human chair, an airing- 
stand draped with man-sized 


socks), sometimes keep their 
own scale (miniature paintings 
on miniature easels). Or again, 
in Small Respect, a trio of tiny 
figures is placed, high on a great 
three-tiered plinth, an ironised 
monument - they're not so 
much elevated as stranded up 
there, holding out for rescue. 

What’s established is a re- 
lationship of power and pathos 
between viewer and figure; big, 
masterful us; weak, little them. 
But it can, of course, go the oth- 
er way, and that's what you 
meet when you go round the 
partition. The other half of 
the gallery is full of the Big Spir- 
its (or Minds or Ghosts - Grosse 
Geister allows a Jot of transla- 
tions). Big they are, over 8ft 
high, and standing on feet on 
the floor, sharing our space, 
they come across as literal gi- 
ants. They look like some 
wonky droid from Dr Who - or, 
more precisely, like tall Miche- 
lin Men that have been made 
of wax or chocolate, heated up 
so that their roly-poly limbs start 
to melt and droop around 
them, then cast in high-polished 
aluminium. 

They’re an overbearing 
presence. At the same time 
they’re clumsy figures and, 
rather like the little men, they 
seem to be compromised by 
their own making, hobbled and 
bogged down in the bodies 
they’ve been given. It’s an awk- 
ward mixture of robotic and or- 
ganic, hard and soft The shiny 
metal surface, promising clean 
machine action, is frustrated by 
the dragging, slurping flesh. 
They stretch, strain and lumber 
through this muscle-miasma. 
They try - true to their sci-fi na- 
ture - to assume scary postures. 
But their unhappy, startled 
expressions suggest that they’ve 
just found, mid-action, that 
they can’t move at all, that they 
are indeed hollow tin-men, 
helpless coses, stuck there for 
our viewing. 
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So here is another relation- 
ship of power and pathos be- 
tween us and them. And this is, 
in part, a standard trick of an- 
imated statues - something 
that they’re always up to one 
way or another, something that 
follows almost inevitably from 
their ambiguous position be- 
tween life and art. But, having 
established it, Schutte then 
turns the perspective round, us- 
ing photography. High around 
the walls there are rows of en- 
larged close-up photos, show- 
ing only single grotesque faces 
from both sets of figures. 
Immediately the relationship 
between us and them is altered 

Photography is often a way 
of freeing statues from their 
statueness. It cancels the dif- 
ference between stillness and . 
motion, it puts scale in 
abeyance. Photographed, these 
heads, small and big, could be 
any size, and one naturally' 
assumes actual h uman size. 
Their stasis could equally be 
movement snapped. They be- 
come a gallery of individual 
character studies, caught in 
momentary gesture and 
expression. 

What’s more, the photos 
are mainfy monochrome, which 
neutralises colour distinctions 
also, and allows the thought that 
these faces in Plasticine and alu- 
minium could as well be flesh. 
Thus, as the eye moves between 
models and photos, the figures’ 
status shifts too — now minia- 
tures or monsters, sadly 
trapped in their statued state, 
now free and at least our 
equals, facing us out from their 
portraits, looking down on us . 
and on their sculpted selves - 
object and subject both. Well, 
we know the feeling, and the 
message is plain enough: it 
could be you. 
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Gallep.y Information: 
0t7t.747 2885 


Trafalgar. Square. 
London WC2 


NATIONAL 


GALLERY 


Cut-price entry; 
present this copy of 
The Independent 
at the ticket desk 
to gain entry to 
ART98 for only 
£7.50. 


READERS’ O FFER 

Win a Thomas Schutte catalogue 


Win a copy of the lavish colour catalogue published by Phaidon Press to coincide with the first major UK exhibition of one 
of Germany’s leading artists, now showing at the Whitechapel An Gallery in east London. The show continues until 15 March, 
Tue-Sun 11 am -5pm. Wed until 8pm, admission free. 


Answer the following question: 

What are Thomas Sch Otto’s ’Big Spirits’ ('Grosse Geister*) made of? 
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Send your answer on a postcard (to arrive no later than first post next Tuesday morning) to: Independent/Thomas Schutte 
Competition, Whitechapel Art Gallery, Whitechapel High Street, London El 7QX 
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a statue! 




The Time: 1968 

The Place: Efetree, London 

The Woman: Fay Weldon, novelist 


A group of American feminists had been 
protesting against the Miss World beauty 
contest outside the Albert HalL They 
even managed to break through security 
and throw stink bombs. Everybody in 
England thought they were extraordinary. 
I wondered what on earth they were go- 
ing on about - 1 just couldn’t understand 
it- The demonstration had come with such 
a bang that it filled the newspapers and I 
was invited onto a TV discussion pro- 
gramme. We were sat in various parts of 
the studio according to our views, so 
David Frost would have some idea what 
we would say. I was a working mother with 
a good job in advertising and I was there 
as an accomplished women to show that 
we could succeed without all this fuss. My 
comment was supposed to be: “These fem- 
inists were unnecessary, neurotic and very 
eccentric.” 

I sat and listened to the others in my 
section claim feminists were only protest- 
ing because they were so ugly and couldn’t 
get a man! There was no debate. It was just 
a plot to put these women down. I suddenly 
realised that I was in the wrong part of the 
ball, so I got up and crossed over to the 
area where their very, very few supporters 
sat At a time when men’s behaviour to 
women was peculiarly bad, I was just 
furious about how these women were be- 
ing insulted. 

For the first time I noticed the savagery 
that was automatically flung at any wo man 
who dared to -challenge the system and it 
took my breath away. These feminists were 
early martyrs to a cause and I thought if 
they believe it so strongly I should find out 
more. The effect of that physical and in- 
tellectual move was like dominoes through 
- my life; one by one the contradictions would 
fell and topple the next. I had to re-look 
at everything. When people made casual 
; assumptions. I would challenge. It must 
. have been very tedious for everybody. For 
: . example: my boss would say without a blink 
of doubt that it was a women’s role to be 
•-/ decorative and that my heels ought to be 
^-.higher! I would go to my tax inspector who 
pdiDuld claim that as a woman I should only 
working for pin money. When I got a 

- :-:";ii?; : :jiromouc*n my colleagues would tell me h 

. . - : :. :r • - should have gone to a man with a family 
■ to support Problems at the office got worse 

. : : as I became fed up with always handling 

- - what were considered women’s products: 

.. :?■< eggs, milk and food. I refused to work on 

.. cigarettes too and I was told that my duty 

. v t: was to my employer, then to my husband 
and my children but my own moral con- 
ini, victions were supposed to come way down 
the line! I ended up being fired. 

- v> - • . I lost a lot of my girl friends too because 

... -j j?:. of my opinions. J was taken to task by one 
. ■ overa meal: she told me no woman should 
' V- ... c\ evw have to support a family, they loved 
.. a:' their husbands too much to be feminists and 



Fay Weldon: ‘The truths of early feminism had become what you had to fight against 1 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 
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‘We were sisters. We didn’t wonder 
who was right and who was wrong’ 


anyway the idea would fail because women 
were too competitive with one another to 
unite. We fell out and she stopped talking 
to me. Ironically her husband left her, sold 
the flat without Jelling her and she had 10 
support the children herself 

I took off my wedding ring, men did not 
wear them - women did. I could sec how 
they were used by women as a badge of tri- 
umph and flashed about to make unmar- 
ried women feel ringless. My wedding ring 
was an affront to my sisters! What was nice 
in those early days was the sense of sister- 
hood - nobody was wondering who was 
right and who was wrong. I had just began 
to write. My first book. The Fat Woman's 
Joke, assessed the late Sixties without me 
knowing that it was feminist- However, both 
women and men found it quite horrific. I 
was considered mad. bad and dangerous to 
know - people would actually walk out of 
rooms when I entered. 1 was a public enemy, 
it was not nice. 

But I bad finally made a connection be- 
tween the personal condition of women and 
the political- Nowadays there is a culture 


of indignation and pressure groups but back 
then women did not protesL The Marxist 
political movements of the late Sixties had 
made educated women feel very left out 
They would make the coffee while men 
made the derisions. We were mute deco- 
rative witnesses - revolutionary molls. 
Women just did not speak in public. You 
had to train yourself because otherwise you 
felt so nervousyourvoice would go up two 
octaves and you squeaked. In the Eighties 
I went to Russia on a cultural mission and 
the British fielded quite a lot of women. The 
Soviet authorities with some difficulty pro- 
duced a woman poet Every time she 
spoke publicly her voice would rise and the 
Russian men would take up newspapers and 
determinedly read until she had slopped. 
It was pan deliberate, part instinctive and 
part embarrassment. Fortunately, as a 
foreigner 1 became an honorary' man, but 
it reminded me of how 15 years ago in Eng- 
land it had been exactly the same. Cross- 
ing over from one side of the television 
studio to the other felt like going out of the 
dark into the light. However the light of- 


ten flickered. I wrote a book called PuffbalL 
about a women at the mercy of her 
hormones during her pregnancy, and that 
went down very badly with feminists. At the 
time it was felt that women were exactly like 
men - their hormonal existence had pre- 
viously been used to keep them in their 
place, and became something to be ignored. 
Two years later everything had switched 
again and moved into mother goddess and 
menstrual joy. 

The first time you say something peo- 
ple look at you astonished the second time 
it seems vaguely familiar and is taken se- 


riously, eventually everybody agrees and for- 
gets there was ever any disagreement 
Being ahead is always painful and diffi- 
cult you have to get through that first time 
and the blank looks. The revolution once 
accomplished becomes part of the estab- 
lishment Give it 20 years and the truth be- 
comes the lie. By the end of Eighties the 
truths of early feminism bad become what 
you had to fight against AH the worst bits 
had been taken up and turned sour. I re- 
read all my early books and decided which 
of the statements 1 had made were no longer 
relevant - most of them were broad 


generalisations about the terrible behaviour 
of men. I was speaking m Boston to a most- 
ly fonate audience and explained what I bad 
done, but whenever I read out any of these 
statements everybody rose to tbexr feet and 
cheered wildly. It was too late to pull it hack. 

Six months ago a man from the Insti- 
tute of Cultural Relations came to see me. 
He was writing a book about the difficul- 
ty men were having getting their voices 
heard in a media which, at ail levels except 
the very top, is totally female dominated. 
The polarities have switched. He was very 
passionate about the plight of fathers and 
th e that women have their babies abort- 
ed with no reference to them. I laughed 
slightly at the idea of oppression of men 
and 1 told him if he felt like that he should 
start a masculinist movement and he 
replied: “Men wifl never unite - they are 
too competitive for the favours of women!” 
It was a revelation, exactly the same sen- 
timents as 30 years previously and it has 
made me start looking around. He came 
with me to the hairdressers, to the heart 
of feminine, rather than feminist, power - 
it was rather ironic in its way. He talked 
as I had a wash and a cut. My hairdresser 
thought he was a wimp: the typical reac- 
tion to a depressed man who appears to be 
complaining. Once a g ain, it was the same 
response as you would have had from a man 
to a woman back in 1968. 

Fm not blaming fe minism, but the 
rights of men now have to be addressed, 
and the role of employment too, because 
what are we going to do with the children? 
We can’t go on tike this! Nowadays it is 
women who often disapprove of me. I've 
been described as the Winnie Mandela of 
feminism - so what’s new? 

Where do I get the courage? 1 just know 
Tm right and they are wrong! They will 
come round to my way of thinking vezy fast 
I just don’t care what people think. I re- 
covered from a fear of flying by deciding 
that death was probably preferable to life 
anyway! What have you got to lose? Today 
.we are handicapped by “emotional cor- 
rectness”, telling us how we should feel 
about everything. It matches the “political 
correctness” trying to control how we 
think and speak. 

It is impossible to arrive at a society in 
which yon shouldn’t be questioning every- 
thing. I’ve learnt that not only should you 
change your mind, but that if you don’t you 
really will be mad, bad and dangerous to 
know. The pace of change is hotting up so 
the time you have to be right is getting short- 
er and shorter. 

‘ Big Women ’ is published by Flamingo at 
£12.99. 

Interview by Andrew G Marshall 
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Is not fair that 
as slut. Bill still 


Saturday 17th January 

Column inches: 450 (v.g, particularly 
since 235 in so-called heavyweight papers). 
Units of alcohol- 7 (celebratory champagne 
with lawyer). TV chat show appearances 
20 (also v.g. considering blanket ban on 
media interviews). 

Weight of eiidence against President: 
increasing (yesss!!). 

Hmmm. Am v. worried about being 
portrayed in press as non-saintly sort of 
person, in manner of Divine Brown etc. 
Cannot understand why President so un- 
willing. to drop his trousers. Has never 
seemed to be problem for him in the pasL 
Is presumably scared that he will not be 
able to make it stand up before a jury 

(hmnm Wbnder if can poss. also sue him 

for contravening UN weapons inspection 
guidelines??) Gaah’-ls 10.05am already. 
Am going to be late for testimonial hear- 
: ing. Whs supposed to be meeting the 
Prezzaami Sue Carpenter McMizza - my 
solicitor- in court 15 minutes ago. Had 
better start putting makeup on. 

I pm Finish putting make-up on. 

Am not looking forward to meeting 
Prezza again face-to-face (although 
admittedly preferable to face-ro- 
pehris). Hope that new image makes 
self look sultry in manner of wronged 
woman, not desperate and gold- 
dagging in manner of trashy tart- 

Grrr. Bloody White House Puppy also 

there at hearing. Spent entire six hours 
lying under table drooling and trying to 
shove its nose in my crotch (is true then 
- what they say about dog owners being fike 

their dogs). Prezza now claims he has “no 
memory of night in question”. Who (foes 
he think he is — Ronnie Reagan? 

Sunday I8th January 

Movits afford: 5 (poor. Bjrticularh’donot 
wardrobe in film called ‘Paula Jones and 
the Hotel Room of Doom even if Ha rri- 
son Ford IS playing the President)- Wa^a 
of speculation about case: growing (sail. 
ExceBau.). 


moral brigade portrays me 
insists nothing took place 




PAULA 

JONES’S 

DIARY 


Cigarettes: 40 (»: bad and unhealthy, 
but haw to have something in mouth to 
calm nen es. . 4 Uf rough would not obviously 
say that in court because might prejudice 
jury against me). 

9am. Aaargh. Am busy preparing for 
Let term an show when prosecuting 
lawyer phones in huff & asks if 1 am 
aware of what a gagging order actually 
involves. 

Explain that yes - is what 1 was given 
when Bill dropped bis trousers that 
night in Little Rock. Har de bar har. 

Ohmigawd. More revelations in pa- 
per about President’s sexual past. 
Woman in White House now accusing 
him of having once “fondled her in sex- 
ual manner”. Was obviously not Hillary' 
(top legal giantess type person), which 
would have been v.v. shocking and scan- 
dalous, but still good news for my case. 
Apparently Prezza groped female aide 
near the Oral Office. Or may be -orifice" 
(was in Guardian newspaper so poss. mis- 
print). , . . 

No further developments on legal 


front. Gnr. Why is Bill so reluctant to 
meet me in open courtroom for fair tri- 
al? Is just typical of a man - worried about 
merest prospect of being “committed”. 
Huh. Am only asking for apology (and 
$2m). Is- not as though 1 expect him to 
go down on his knees and grovel in front 
of me (which is bloody generous if you 
ask me. since that is precisely what he 
expected me to do). 

Monday 19th January 

Rtunds gained ( none - sail no out-of-cotm 
settlement. Ya boo sucks etc.t Lottery 
tickets: N (but will deffo give them up if 
win S2m in out-of-court settlement). 
Yawn. More bloody interviews. Excite- 
ment of having flourishing media career 
now starting to wear off a bit - am fed 
up with explaining case over and over 
again. Lawyer says 1 should keep my head 
down for a while (huh! Some advice. Is 
doing that which got me into all this trou- 
ble in first place). Also is bloody well not 
fair that I am being portrayed by Smug 
Moral Brigade to be some kind of slut. 
Was not as though President di 1 had ac- 
tual A ci of Congress or anything. 

Vile Bill still insisting that nothing took 
place between us (assume this is what is 
meant by “State Of Union” address). Says, 
it would have been different matter had 
I been top Sinn Fein spokesperson type 
person, in which case he would definitely 
have made advances and tried to initi- 
ate special relationship). Huh. (Am also 
in bad mood because govt, arc trying to 
make entire country give up cigarettes.) 

12 midnight Argorisblunygoofun ... 
Just got back from celebratory meal 
with legal team. Crash out in from of 
TV (yikes! Is repeal of my Lam King 
interview). Wonder if am putting on 
weight, or whether bum just looks big 
in strange camera angle. Hmmm. 

Must consult Diet Chart tomorrow to 
check how many calories there are in 
an average sized Presidential penis ... 

— Debbie Barham 
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£10 Conran lunch 

Tr.s ttep&zdent znd Independent Sunday in association vnth Terence Conran are 

tc offer readers the opportunity to exfysy lunch or early evening sapper at 
six of Lccdc rrfs top restaurants throughout January and February for £!G 

From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 
| just £10 per person. 

Howto Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28ch) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order ■ 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simpfy collect a token from die week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and* 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de ia Tour shops 
j on presentation of the token. ' 
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Zinc Bar & Grill 


THE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT 

Vafid between Saturday January (7th and Friday January 23rd 

Name — — — 
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Address. 


Thu voucher erodes die holder and all menders or the* bookies to 
paruopaie In Pie IrxtependeiH/Cannm fosainns £10 kaieh offer 


The Independent offer Is available at the 
following restaurants; 

Bluebird 350 King's Road. London, SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lunch 1 2noon- 3pm, earfy evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum, 28 Shad Thames, London, SEI 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar 8c Grill 36d Shad Thames, London. SEI 2YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch i 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezzo 100 Wardour Street, London. WIV3LE - 
0171 3144000 

U*Kh I2noon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Street St James’s, London, SWIY 6AL 
0171 930 6767 

Lunch 1 2noon- 3pm. eariy evening supper 5.30pm -6 ,30pm 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street. London. WIR7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is available between 1 2noon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended until 1 1 pm* 

The cfler is available 7 days a week at ail six restaurants 
• Oosed fncro fipm on Suntby Offer not available after 6pm on February 14 


ZB O 










— — ■--** 


the independent 

TUESDAY 20 JANUARY 1*«* 


16 


16/LEADER & LETTERS 


Huffing and puffing about abortion is not the same as having a policy 
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Why has Frank Dobson reopened the de- 
bate on abortion? Here is a subject on 
which there exists a wide, national con- 
sensus - or. at least, a satisfactory national 
compromise- in favour of the medical and 
legislative status quo. It is a “settled" mat- 
ter, a sleeping dog. Most people are in- 
different to how Britain rates in 
international league tables. What does 
concern them is whether abortion is gen- 
erally available to women who decide they 
need to terminate their pregnancy: there 
is a public sense, too, that the seriousness 
of the act should be recognised. This the 
Steel Act of 1967 broadly achieved. There 
is no demand, outside the obvious pres- 
sure groups, for the law to change. The 
strength of that conservatism did for the 
last attempt to change the law. by David 
Alton: the debate exhausted most partic- 
ipants, and culminated in a minor re- 
dressing of the 1967 arrange rnenL Yet here 
comes the Secretary of State for Health, 
huffing and puffing. He is not being leant 


on by his officials and medical advisers, 
nor by MPs (who note there was nothing 
about abortion in the manifesto) nor min- 
isterial colleagues. So what's it all about? 

Two explanations suggest themselves. 
The Iks charitable is that Mr Dobson is 
operating on whim, shooling from the lip. 
Does he really want to invest a huge 
amount of political time and energy in 
rewriting the abortion law, inviting a re- 
sponse from all those (their numbers may 
be growing) vfrho see technological ad- 
vances lengthening the time a foetus can 
be considered viable? Mr Dobson would 
not be the first Labour minister who seems 
unable to shalic off the habits of Oppo- 
sition In powetf. everythiflg a minister says 
is taken to be p statement of policy and 
no amount of protestation that these are 
to personal views will get him off the hook. 
Labour ministers clearly need to heed 
Ludwig Wittgenstein’s bon mot - about 
chat which you cannot speak, shut up. 

The serious explanation is that in their 


thinking about public health, Mr Dobson 
and his colleagues have seen a connection 
between more freely available abortion and 
the welfare of Britain's large number of 
teenage mothers. The proposition seems 
lo be this. IF teenagers had better access 
to abortion advice and terminations ear- 
ly in their pregnancies, the number of chil- 
dren bom io them would be fewer. 11115 
is the assertion made, for example, by the 
Birth Control Trust. Even though doctors 
in general are more likely to assist preg- 
nant teenagers by recommending abor- 
tions (because thus-, like the public at large, 
see premature motherhood as a curse), 
teenagers are relatively badly served by the 
National Health Service. They do not know 
where to go for advice, it is said, and are 
penalised by the rule laid down in David 
Steels abortion law that the opinion of two 
doctors is needed prior to a termination. 

But is there compelling evidence that 
the abortion law is such an impediment? 
Teenage women arc as beset by doubts and 


fears about having a baby as by that sense 
of self-realisation and achievement that 

pregnancy can bring with iL There is no 
suggestion that somehow teenagers are 
steered towards those GPs who are anti- 
abortion on grounds of conscience, nor 
that their numbers have been growing. 

Lack of access to abortion is, at most, 
a small part of the explanation for the phe- 
nomenon of growing rates of teenage preg- 
nancy. Here is a social fact which imposes 
heavy costs on the state, as benefits 
provider, on society, which has to cope with 
the consequences, and on mothers, whose 
capacity to learn and earn is severely trun- 
cated. The fact of teenage pregnancy be- 
comes more of 3 cultural anomaly as the 
age at which women in general have their 
first child continues to rise, because most 
women prefer to lodge themselves in the 
jobs market and ensure security of income 
before becoming pregnant. 

ffolicies to cut teenage pregnancy are 
necessarily complicated and long-term. 


Some young women are ill prepared^ 
sex and procreation, the reasons bound up 
Sfch where they live, their schools, their 
relations with parents andpee^ Teenage 
pregnancy is an example of social exclu- 
sion; tackling both involves running the 
- nnri train t n*_ welfare 


rework and the reconstruction pf fami- 
lies and estates. , 

These problems can be addressed, 
but they are not subject to quick: fixes. The 
danger with the half-baked approach s that 
huge expectations of change are disap- 
pointed. In health, as in education and 
famil y policy, governments can improve 
behaviour but only gradually. They can do 
so only if they are prepared to marshal 
their political resources and concentrate 
their lines of fire. What Frank Dobson has 
done is get a lot of people excited about 
abortion for no dear purpose, thereby frit- 
tering away yet more of that limited 
stock of political and policy capital With 
which all new governments are endowed. 
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Welfare fear 


Sir 1 was disturbed lo read the 
comments of Loma FiLzsimons 
MP on maternity benefit (let- 
ter, 17 January). Is the entire de- 
bate about the welfare state to 
be distorted by constantly quot- 
ing the most extreme cases? 

1 have no difficulty in ac- 
cepting that a mother earning 
£50.000 a year and paying tens 
of thousands of pounds in tax- 
es during her working life 
should get £6.000 in maternity 
benefits when she is forced to 
stop working. 

However, given the reality 
that there are only a handful of 
expectant mothers actually 
earning incomes of £50.000, no 
impact can be made on the re- 
distribution of maternity ben- 
efits until much more modest 
incomes are targeted. 

The arrival of children sends 
family budgets soaring and 
there are very few young cou- 
ples. or single parents, who can 
genuinely afford to forgo a 
working mother's salary, even 
temporarily. Families with veiy 
modest incomes will be plunged 
into financial crisis as a result 
of means testing maternity ben- 
efit and family allowance. 
Shouldn't we be told now who 
the real targets of welfare re- 
form are instead of this rubbish 
about imaginary high-earners? 
ARTHUR J COWLEY 
Kilmarnock. Strathclyde 



YEAH , YEAH , BUT are YOU 
A CATHOLIC DOVE OF PEACE 
OR A PROTBSTANT DOVE 
OF 'PEACE ? 


Sir. Can the Prime Minister ex- 
plain why he believes that the 
increasing cost of social secu- 
rity is the result of a failure of 
the welfare state? There is 
widespread agreement that 
these rising costs arc the result 
of four trends: increased ex- 
pectation of life; increased sen- 
sitivity to disability; increase in 
relationship breakdown: and in- 
crease in unemployment and 
under-employment. 

These arc global trends. 
None of them is the fault of the 
welfare state and they are ef- 
fecting our competitors more 
severely than us. The only one 
of these tends which can be sub- 
stantially altered government 
action is the rise of unemploy- 
ment and under-employment. 
The flexible labour market 
which Mr Blair has memo- 
rably welcomed as “the real 
world" subjects many people to 
spells of unemployment and 
spells in part-time jobs which do 
not pay a living wage and there- 
fore need to be subsidised by 
in-work benefits. 

This shifts much of the stor- 
age costs of labour from the em- 



Aesop’s horrors 
Sin You report (15 January) that 
Aesop's fables emerge in a new 
translation as “not pretty pur- 
veyors of Victorian morals [but] 
savage, coarse, brutal". 

Rabbit one day went to see 
her friend the Fox, who was 
te&ing his children stories. Rab- 
bit asked if she could listen. 
Soon she was trembling with 
horror and disgust and ex- 
claimed; “Fox, why are you fill- 
ing their min ds with stories of 
violence and death?” 

“You eat grass: we eat 
meat" replied Fox. 

Moral: don’t judge another 
culture by the values of your own. 

Aesop has been transformed 
from an anaemic Victorian to 
a biting Greek moralist. This 
doesn't mean we should up- 
grade his “U" rating to “IS"; 
perhaps rather his writings, as 
those of many children's au- 
thors, straddle two worlds - the 
“adult" world of satire, and 
the “juvenile” world of fable. 
His young audience may not 
have batted an eyelid at imagery 
that makes our adult hair curi. 
SIMON AITKEN 
Oxford 


$r\ 


Under the Dome 


ployers to the state. If Mr Blair 
wishes to continue to welcome 
this trend he must continue to 
foot the bill. 

Earl RUSSELL 
Liberal Democrat Social 
Security Spokesman 
House of Lords 


country for so long, depends on 
fair treatment for all. It may 
come under threat as a result 
of this ill-considered proposal. 
IAIN HILL 
Glasgow 


Price of housing 


Sir. I have recently retired af- 
ter a long career, during the ma- 
jority of which I paid higher-rate 
income lax and maximum Na- 
tional Insurance contributions. 
I feel it reasonable to assume 
that I have fully paid for my state 
pension (as well as for those of 
some other people, which I did 
quite willingly). 

Now it appears that my 
right to my basic pension may 
be at risk. I shall certainly re- 
sist this attempt at fraud, to the 
utmost, and the Government 
may care to speculate how 
many people wit share that 
view as the next election ap- 
proaches It may also wish to re- 
flect thai the social consensus 
on redistribution, which has so 
proudly characterised this 


Sir: As Paul Gosling points 
out (“How to save the green 
grass of home", 14 Januaiy) the 
disparity in the application of 
VAT between refrirbishment 
and new-build distorts the bal- 
ance of homes produced. There 
are many other factors which 
contribute to the premature 
abandonment of existing 
homes and thus increase the 
pressures on green belts. 

A far greater damaging in- 
fluence on the social housing 
stock is brought about by our 
system of income support and 
housing benefit. So many rel- 
atively poor but reasonable 
standard homes have been de- 
molished because the pricing 
system creates no economic 
benefit for the occupier. Hous- 


ing benefit pays the rent, what- 
ever it may be. 

The Government should be 
exploring ’ways in which to in- 
troduce a price mechanism into 
social housing. Only a pricing 
mechanism which rewards the 
resident tif the lower valued 
property liy leaving him more 
money in ftps pocket will lead to 
that property being satisfacto- 
rily occupied in the long term. 
It is patronising to deny the less 
well off such choices. 

NICK MOR ETON 
Director 

Trident Housing. Association 


Birmingham 


the pedestrians that some mo- 
torists don’t seem to realise that 
cyclists are actually allowed on 
the road. 

The solution is not to en- 
danger pedestrians by forcing 
them to share the pavements 
with cyclists, but to civilise traf- 
fic through reduced speed lim- 
its, rigorous enforcement of 
traffic laws and driver educa- 
tion. 

TOM BARRANCE 
Fenarth. 

South Glamorgan 


Gays in the dock 


Off-pavement 


Sir “Lycra louts" is a mis- 
nomer most pavement cyclists 
have never jvom an item of cy- 
cling clothiing in their lives ( re- 
port. 14 Jaiiuaiy). Confirmed 
Lycra wear errs like myself pre- 
fer to take our rightful place in 
the flow of traffic. Unfortu- 
nately, here -in Cardiff there are 
so many people weaving among 


Sir: Your headline on the con- 
viction of the Bolton 7 stated 
they were Hound guilty over sex 
video" ( 17 January). The video 
was merely used as evidence. 
The crimes were homosexual 
acts involving the presence of 
more than two persons, and sex 
with a young man just under the 
gay age of conscm of 18. 

These offences occurred in 
the privacy of the men’s own 
homes. All consented. None 


complained. No one was 
harmed. The suggestion by the 
judge, Michael Lever QC, that 
be might jail some of the men 
is appalling. 

The Bolton 7 have been 
convicted of gay-only offences 
for which there is no hetero- 
sexual equivalent If their part- 
ners had been women, they 
would never have been arrest- 
ed. This trial occurred just 
months before Parliament is ex- 
pected to reduce the gay age of 
consent to 16. By the summer, 
the age-of-consent offences of 
which three of the men have 
been convicted will probably no 
longer exist. 

The action of the police 
and Crown Prosecution Service 
in dragging these men to court 
when they could have been 
cautioned reeks of homopho- 
bia. It demonstrates the need 
for an inquiry into anti-gay 
bias in the criminal justice sys- 
tem. 

PETER TATCH ELL 
OutRagef 
London W1 


Disloyalists 


Sir The last thing I want to be 
right now is one of those Irish 
Americans who understands 
“Northern Ireland" (and every- 
thing else). 

So could somebody here 
explain to me why, when the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force kills 
in a loyalty that presumably is 
to the Crown, the Queen does 
not come out and say, “Actually, 
sorry, lads, we are not aroused 
Your conduct is in fact incon- 
sonant with fealty to us. More- 
over, we actually have already 
our own army and police in the 
Six Counties - thank you very 
much anyway"? 
THMcFADDEN 
London Wll 


Sin Chris Powell (“Blair is good 
news for cool Britannia”, 19 
January) suggests “putting 
some of the best of British 
products in the Millennium 
Dome so that people can see 
them".’ 

We are. The Design Coun- 
cil's Millennium Products ini- 
tiative is aimed at selecting up 
to 2,000 of the very best, most 
innovative British products and 
services, a selection of winch wiD 
be showcased in the Dome. 

As if to emphasise the point 
you featured right next to Mr 
Pbwell’s comments a picture of 
the new alMo-one Speedo swim- 
ming mask That just happens to 
be one of the 1,000 submissions 
we have nerw received for the first . 
round of Mille nnium Products.' 
ANDREW SUMMERS 
Chief Executive, Design Council 
London WC2 
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Sir: Why do you continue to re- 
fer to Unionist terrorists in 
Northern Ireland as “loyal- 
ists”? If these people are loy- 
alists. 1 shudder to think what 
traitors would be like. 

JOHN SMURTHWAITE 
Leeds 


Frozen out 

Sir James Jacoby (letter, 30 De- 
cember) asks why no one has in- 
vented a lockable fridge, m 
1971 my husband's mother pre- 
sented us with a LEC lockable 
freezer, which is still in constant 
use. Does this count? 

Dame ELAINE KELLETT- 
BOWMAN 

Ampfield, Hampshire . _ . 


Does Fra 



And Jo! Words begat words, and there came forth the management team 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Yesterday 1 wrote a piece about 
dead buzzwords which had 
gone past their scll-by date, 
words such as, well, “buzz- 
word" and “seii-by date”, and 
this must have been buzzing 
round in my mind at night, be- 
cause when I woke up this 
morning I realised that a sen- 
tence had formed in my mind 
as 1 slept, and lo, the sentence 
was as follows: “We have lo- 
cated the area of concern, and 
have set in motion the ma- 
chinery to initiate the appro- 
priate measures." 

In the old days when people 
had dreams we thought it was 
God trying to tell us something, 
and then after Freud we simply 
thought it was the subcon- 
scious trying to tell us some- 
thing, and nowadays, when 


Freud is generally considered to 
be Out of date and we all think 
in computer terms, we proba- 
bly think it is the wastebasket 
of our mental desktop trying to 
get rid of unwanted files dur- 
ing the night, so I suppose in my 
dream I was simply playing 
around with leftover bits of the 
article. 

Still, wherever they come 
from, I don’t think you should 
ignore dreams when you wake 
up until you’ve got something 
more interesting to think about, 
so I wrote down the aforesaid 
sentence, “We have located 
the area of concern, and have 
set in motion the machinery to 
initiate the appropriate mea- 
sures.” and looked at it for a 
while, and realised that all it 
meant was, “We have worked 


out what the trojjhfe is and will 
do something ^bout it," and 
then I switched pn Radio 4 for 
the Today programme, which 
was full of people saying, “We 
have located the area of con- 
cern, and have sei in motion the 
machinery to initiate the ap- 
propriate measures," and very 
low on people I saying, “We 
have worked out what the trou- 
ble is and will do something 
about it.” I 

Nowadays, unfortunately, 
wc are not allowed to say that. 
It is too simple and straight- 
forward. It sounds grander and 
more meaningful if we clothe 
it in jargon. Ir sounds as if we 
'are actually doing something 
about things, when we say that 
we are setting in motion the ap- 
propriate machinery, though in 


fact the likelihood is probably 
less that something is actually 
getting done. But the effect is 
counter-productive. I am sure. 
At least it is with me. I know 
that when people look me in the 
eye and use words like “focus" 
and “target” and “input” and 
“access” I look them straight 
back in the eye and think to ray- 
self, “This person does noL 
know what he is talking about, 
so it is a waste of time for me 
to listen to him and perhaps if 
I don’t say anything be will just 
go away ...” 

It may help to illustrate just 
how far we have been taken 
over by jargon if I offer you a 
well-known piece of prose and 
then translate it into 1990s 
talk. Why don’t we look into 
that book which is offered by 


Sue Lawley to every traveller to 
her desert isle, and accepted 
without much show of enthu- 
siasm, namely the Bible, and 
choose a little bit from there? 
Why don't I choose a bit we all 
know? The opening? 

You remember the opening. 
It goes a little like this ... 

“In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heaven and the earth, 
and the earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was on 
the face of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God 
said. Let there be light, and 
there was light ..." 

Right. Into the 1990s! And 
here is the Bible as it might be 
if it were being written today . . . 

“In the initial stages there 
was felt to be a universe defi- 


ciency situation, so in order to 
remedy this and to facilitate the 
creation of an ongoing world 
structure, the executive gave 
orders for the installation of a 
viable upper and lower universe. 

“However, it had no appro- 
priate infrastructure, and there 
was a considerable lighting 
shortfall, not to mention a ris- 
ing damp problem situation. 

“Therefore it was decided by 
the CEO that the appropriate 
measures should be taken to in- 
stall an adequate lighting sys- 
tem, pursuant to agreed 
international lighting standards 
(see appendix 2 ), and this was 
put into effect. 

“And after inspection by a 
management team, who were 
monitoring the situation on a 
non-stop basis, it was conclud- 


ed that the lighting system was 
appropriate to the customer 
needs of the target area ...” 

That’s about as far as 1 caii 
g°- 

I’m beginning to fed a little 
sick. 

But at least I didn’t bring you 
the start of St John’s Gospel 
which said: “In the be ginnin g 
was Lhe word, and the word was 
God," or, as we woold say 
nowadays, To prioritise things, 
a mission statement was issued, 
and the mission statement 
said ...” 

And don’t forget Edward 
Enfield’s advice for the moment 
when someone says to you, 
“Have a nice day." He says we 
should snarl back, “Maybe I will 
and maybe I won’t!” 

Take care, now. 
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How Washington’s Irish 
lobby was brought to book 


I 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
AND SINN FEIN 


Diplomats as urbane as Raymond Seitz - 
and Seitz, the US Ambassador to London 
from 1991 to 1994 is a man for whom the 
word urbane could have been invented - 
don't usually plunge Lhemselves peD-meli 
into big-time controversy. In particular 
they are masters of timing. By instinct and 
training they are hyper-sensitive to the dan- 
gers of saying even the right thing at the 
wrong time. So the disclosure in his mem- 
oirs - at the very moment when Northern 
Ireland peace talks have reached one of then- 
most critical stages yet - of how deeply sus- 
ceptible to republican influences the White 
House was in its first two years - will pro- 
voke a lot of criticism and some anger. It 
isn’t all that surprising that Downing Street, 
where officials are still sifting through the 
collateral damage of the famous Gordon 
Brown biography, has been saying wistful- 
ly that it would be nice if people stopped 
writing books. Quite a lot of people will be- 
lieve Seitz has said the wrong thing at the 
wrong time. 

Several items will appear on the charge 
sheet. It will no doubt be said that as a 
George Bush appointee who was removed 
from office by Bill Clinton (albeit after two 
years of service to the Democrats) he is nurs- 
ing a grievance. That he still resents being 
overruled by Bill Clinton's decision to 
grant Gerry Adams his first US visa in ear- 
ly 1994. That the same Clinton decision 
doesn't seem so inappropriate now that - 
as from yesterday - Tony Blair has twice re- 
ceived Adams at Downing Street, hand- 
shakes and all. Thai he is bitter about his 
long-standing differences with his Dublin 
counterpart, Jean Kennedy Smith -who, un- 
like him, is stfll in office after four full years. 
That this daim will unhelpfully fuel the para- 
noia of those Unionists who believe that a 
pan-nationalist conspiracy driven by Wash- 
ington and Dublin is hell-bent on a united 
Ireland. And finally that from the White 
House perspective - the worst of all possi- 
ble accusations, this, to make about a 
diplomat - he went woefully native during 
his tour as Ambassador, and worst of all went 
native in the period of a Conservative 
administration. 

Maybe. But Seitz had a great deal to be 
aggrieved about. He is resolutely refusing 
at present to add anything to his most sen- 
sational suggestion, that the Clinton White 
House may have passed British intelli- 
gence to the IRA. But anything was possi- 
ble in those first two years. The decision, 
months before the first ceasefire and against 
the fervent pleading of London (and the 
dear view of not only Seitz but Warren 
Christopher, then Secretary of State) to give 
Adams a visa was a crass error, sacrificing 
trust between London and Washington by 
treating Northern Ireland as a sideshow of 
.Irish American politics. As Seitz points out. 
even Arafat, with a rather larger represen- 


tative claim than Adams, had been forced 
to renounce violence, as Adams wasn’t. 

Moreover, the susceptibility of Mrs 
Smith and the National Security Staffer 
Nancy Soderberg - at least at that time - 
to republican sweet talk is not in douht. Seitz 
doesn’t mention this - but at least one 
Unionist politician who visited Ms Soder- 
berg’s office claimed the walls were fes- 
tooned with crude republican propaganda. 
And Mrs Smith, almost certainly appoint- 
ed as a sop to Tfed Kennedy, was among the 
raosi vociferous champions of the visa - a 
“quid" for which. Seitz says, there was at the 
time no “quo". It’s odd. for two reasons, that 
Mrs Smith is still safely ensconced in 
Dublin. One is that the paper jointly agreed 
by London and Dublin - much of which has 
been welcomed by the Ulster Unionist leader 
David Trimble - suggests that the Fianna 
Fail government has been re-thinking ele- 
ments of its own traditional version of na- 
tionalism. But the second reason is the rapid 
and impressive learning curve Washington 
has undergone since the dark days described 
by Seitz, and which is epitomised by its pre- 
sent relative openness to Unionist opinion 
and by the chairmanship of the Belfast talks 
by the widely respected honest broker Sen- 
ator George Mitchell. The shift in Wash- 
ington’s attitude also acquits Seitz of the 
charge of unseemly haste (the officials 
who resigned from the State Department 
over the other foreign policy disaster area 
of the lime, the Balkans, were turning out 
newspaper columns and books within days). 
Some will use hindsight, to say ihat the me- 
dia and political aggrandisement of Adams 

- not to mention the boosl to .fund raising 

- on that first L^S trip was followed by the 
ceasefire. You might just as well say it was 
followed by the Canary Wharf bomb, the fa- 
tal shooting of two policemen in Lurgan and 
a great deal of other suffering and mayhem 
in between. So this is histoiy, but important 
history none the less. 

But there is more to it than that. Seitz 
has provided a timely reminder of how even 
intelligent, politically experienced democ- 
rats (with a small d as well as a big one) fail 
for romantic notions about the validity of 
terrorist violence in Northern Ireland. For 
too long too many people in the United 
States - and some in Congress still - bought 
into the notion fostered by Sinn Fein lead- 
ers - and once disastrously by Margaret 
Thatcher when she indefensibly compared 
the ANC to the ERA - that they belong to 
the ranks of freedom struggles by majority 
populations against totalitarian regimes. At 
present the IRA ceasefire is holding despite 
the extreme fragility of the peace. The shoot- 
ing of Catholics by loyalist gunmen since the 
New Year, as well as the INLA shooting of 
the LVFs BBIy Wright and a prominent 
UDA man yesterday, is a reminder, if one 
was needed, of just how fragile it is. 

Mr Blair was entirely right to meet Sinn 
Fein yesterday to hear their complaints 
about the document agreed between Lon- 
don and Dublin. He emphasised yet again 
that it was a discussion document and not 
a fixed blueprint. But the big test is yet to 
come - whether the republicans will accept 
a settlement which doesn't promise a unit- 
ed Ireland. Although Sinn Fein has not yet 
even accepted a Northern Ireland assem- 
bly, the sine quo non of the deal, there is a 
prize consummately worth going for in 
Belfast. Even if Sinn Fein cannot actually 
endorse a settlement that slops well short 
of its historic aspirations, the hope must be 
that it will agree to have it put to a refer- 
endum on both sides of the border, and then 
seek to advance on it by solely democratic 
means. But until that happens, it helps no 
one to foster illusions about what these peo- 
ple have been in the all loo recent past. 


She was much more than a wronged 
woman: she was a verbal acrobat 



RUTH 

PADEL 

THE POETRY OF 
SYLVIA PLATH 


Stuff the woman thing: the 
first thing about Sylvia Plath is 
that she's a brilliant, important 
poet, an American who stung 
her way into British poetry like 
Pacific Rim cuisine coasting 
into Kilbura. bringing with her 
a whole arsenal of fresh tastes 
and skills. Her work is energetic 
and surprising today, still a 
crucial influence on poets 
learning their trade. Not just 
women. Most outstanding male 
British poets today would be to- 
tally different without Plath. 

Her professional gifts, which 
she spent her short life devel- 
oping. depended on an ex- 
hausting tension between active 
and passive. Her imagination 
burnt with active desire to 
shape language newly and fuse 
the way-out metaphor with ut- 
terly direct speech. But she was 
also passive, in being absolutely 
open to the world. 

You can see all this at work 
in a famous poem. “The Moon 
and the Yew Tree" which makes 
moon and tree symbols of the 
human condition, caughL be- 
tween the inky shade of Gothic 
trees and a "light of the mind, 
cold and planetary": an 
“O-gapc of complete despair". 
Between her thoughts on the 
"bald wild" moon and that 
bossy, tree. Plath inserts flat 
statements of personal despair 
("I simply cannot see where 
there is to get to.") But her ge- 
nius gallops them off into some 
vanishing point where the per- 
sonal becomes universal: 

77rr moon 'is no dentr. it is a 
face in iis own right. 

While as a knuckle and 
terribly upset ... 

And the message o f the yew 
tree is blackness - blackness 
and silence. 

The poem savs we all live 
somewhere between that black- 
ness and that light: a universal 
statement, but not one she 
sees herself making. “That 
tree ', she said on radio, “with 
astounding egotism, managed 
and ordered the whole affair". 
She lei the world work on her: 
brilliantly. 

In poetry, a precarious os- 
cillation between active and 
passive is fine: in life, maybe not 
such a good thing. Plath was a 
rising poet who hit England in 
the late Fifties and married an- 
other rising poet, Ted Hughes, 
now Poet Laureate who. after 



Poets in love: Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath in 1956, the year they were married 


35 years of silence, is now pub- 
lishing his love poems about 
her. They lived and wrote to- 
gether in America and England 
Yes. there were scenes; yes, 
there was another and very 
beautiful woman; and by Feb- 
ruary 1963 Plath had killed 
herself. 

In a young woman at a pe- 
riod when feminism had notyer 
suggested ways of being active 
in a man-made world, that ac- 
tive-passive tension which fired 
her creativity was also, I think, 
her source of tragedy. Yet it was 
the passivity that snaked its way 
into her myth. "Isn’t her poetry 
full of self-pitying anguish?" 
asked a male friend crossly. 
“Isn’t that why feminists of the 
time liked it? Nowadays - well, 
you won't catch the Spice Girls 
reading stuff like that. No self- 
pity for them." 

Well now. Yes. being mar- 
ried to a powerful man did bring 
up poems about her father and 
the power he had over her. 
Here is the bean of the Plath 
myth, and of that extraordi- 
narily possessive anger about 
her hissing among some femi- 
nist chariot-wheels. Plus the 
hurt-by-men poems got extra 
reader-appeal from aligning 
Dad with the Nazis: 

/ have always been seared of 
you 

With your Luftwaffe, your 
gobblcdvgoo ... 

Not God but a swastika 
So black no sky could squeak 
through. 

Every woman adores a 
Fascist. 


The boot in the face, the brute 
Brute heart of a brute like 
you. 

But her rage and hurt poems 
got a posthumous identify- 
with-the-victim response that 
did no service to her poetry - 
or to feminism; and ignored the 
fact that they were not all di- 
rected at men. Four days after 
“Daddy" she wrote an equally 
frightening poem about her 
mother: 

Who do you think you are? 

A Communion wafer? 
Blubbery Mary? 

I shall take no bite of your 
body... 

Off. off eefy tentacle. 

There is nothing between us. 

She was deeply competitive 
with other women (as her cul- 
ture predisposed her to be), 
both in the attractiveness stakes 
and in poetry itself. She was of 
her time. There's little room in 
her existing body of work for 
generosity about other peo- 
ple's pain. 

In blaming Hughes for 
Plath’s anguish, a naive form of 
spot-the-victim feminism con- 
fused psychological trauma 
(which can strike anyone, any 
time) with patriarchy as the 
cause of ail Plaih’s ills - as ex- 
pressed in her poems. 

Plath's psychological hurt, 
and the use she pul it to in 
poetry 1 , long pre-dated Hughes. 
What was important was how 
she used what happened to her 
- and what she made happen. 
Robert Graves said it was death 
to be a poet and death to live 
with one; poets are often up- 


setting people to know, and 
Plath was no exception. 

Besides, feminism has 
moved on from pointing out 
passive wounds. For women 
born the year Plath died (1963), 
“victim feminism" is one big 
yawn. Maybe they will read 
Plath for her “fuck you” ap- 
proach, rather than pain. (Lines 
from the pop group Alisha’s 
Attic such as “Sometimes I'd 
like to bite his head off -yeah, 
that’d be nice”, could be a di- 
rect hit from Plath.) But I’d 
rather they read her for the ra- 
diant creativity itself, which 
ranges over evciything, not 
just pain. Such as tenderness 
(“Your clear eye is the one ab- 
solutely beautiful thing”). Such 
as a voracious interest in every- 
thing you can slam into a poem, 
from bee-keeping to de 
Chirico. Like her absolute ela- 
tion about the world: a pure, 
very American, metaphysical joy 
in physical things: 

Nobody in the lane and 
nothing, nothing but 
blackberries. 

Blackberries on either side, 
though on the right mainly, 

A blackberry alley, going 


Photograph: New York Times 


down in hooks, and a sea 

Somewhere at the end of it. 
heening... 

The high green meadows are 
glowing, as if lit from within. 

I come to one bush of berries 
so ripe it is a bush of flies ... 

It belittles her poetry to say 
men hurt her into it. Plath was 
a verbal and tonal acrobat, tak- 
ing risks in poetry just as she did 
with her psyche. What Plath 
cared about first, as the diaries 
and letters make Niagara-dear, 
was poetry. This was what she 
based her marriage and life on. 
She would not thank you for dig- 
ging up from round her grave 
the daffodils from her Devon 
garden planted by her hus- 
band. Both, in their way, were 
nature poets who saw no dis- 
tinction between nature outside 
and inside human beings. 1 do 
not believe she would have giv- 
en up one iota of her own na- 
ture, agonised as it was, if it had 
meant writing lesser poems. I 
wish she’d known how famous 
she’d become. But she would 
have hated to be famous for 
anything other than her art: 
especially an icon of female suf- 
fering at male hands. 


Does Frank Dobson need to have his head examined? 
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CARE IN THE 
COMMUNITY 


Prank 'Dobson, Secretary of 
■ Stale for Health, has done two 
^raye things. The first is ad- 
mit able. Helias admitted that 
moving mentally ill people out 

of hospitals and into “care in the 
community" has gone too far. 
ft will have to be partly re- 
versed. New it takes a lot for a 
ctimster to set limits to a policy 
origmafty had the support 
^ medical establishment 
which i$ relatively cheap to 

cany oul 

■ Yet in the same way that 


asylums, renamed men Lai hos- 
pitals, became discredited, so 
has the wholesale discharge of 
paranoid schizophrenics from 
psychiatric wards in hospitals 
become intolerable. The un- 
expected consequence has 
been that during the past five 
years, the Government has 
had to conduct inquiries into 
40 cases of killings committed 
by mentally ill people at large 
in the community. Dispensing 
with beds for psychiatric pa- 
tients- down from 150.000 m 
i960 to 37.000 today - has un- 
doubtedly saved a great deal of 
monev. However, the new Sec- 
retary of State for Health ac- 
cepts that the cost of the 
existing system is too great in 
non-financial terms, involving 
as it sometimes does "serious 
injury of death of some total- 
ly innocent person" as we! as 
diminishing the quality of life 

of neighbours of those with se- 
rious menial problems. 

Hence Mr Dobsons sec- 
ond, brave act. Without having 
already secured the necessary 
funds, he has announced his de- 
sire - “plan" is too strong a 
word -to create new forms of 
residential care for mental pa- 
tients. He did o* « ^ 


“clapped-oul old motor coach- 
es", but instead “custom-built 
vehicles for patients”. As to the 
cost, Mr Dobson remarked 
that when the scale of the 
problem is known, “we will 
need to think of where the mon- 
ey would come from". He 
didn’t believe that the amount 
required would be so low that 
“you can do it with a whip- 
round". 

In facL having altered the 
terras of the debate. Mr Dob- 
son does not appear to have left 
himself with much room for ma- 
noeuvre. Until now. whenever 
a schizophrenic has committed 
a mindless crime, the blame has 
been dispersed. It has been 
placed partly on individuals: 
hospital staff for premature 
release, social workers for not 
paving sufficient attention to 
warning signs, the police for not 
acting swiftly enough. Or there 
has been criticism of insufficient 
co-ordination between the 
agencies involved. Or the focus 
has been on the shortages ot re- 
sources from which the Nat- 
ional Health Service as a whole 
suffers. But unless the minister 
acts quickly, he is going to find 
his courageous remarks quot- 
ed back at him whenever there 
is a horrific incident. This killing 


would not have happened, it will 
be said, had the Government 
provided the extra 24-hnur res- 
idential care that ii promised. 
Rather than many scapegoats, 
there would be only one - the 
Secretary of Suite himself. 

Mr Dobson is far ton 
shrewd to be caught in this trap. 
Either he has already ear- 
marked some of the extra funds 
that the Treasury has agreed to 
make available to the NHS. or 
he is relying upon cost-cutting 
elsewhere. But however it 
comes oul, he is now commit- 
ted to a gutsy decision - to 
spend more on, say, schizo- 
phrenia and depression and less 
than would otherwise be the 
case on. say. hip operations, or 
heart disease. 

Beyond (his. in deciding 
how best to improve the care 
and treatment of the mentally 
disturbed, the minister can ei- 
ther simply add psychiatric 
beds and leave it at that or he 
can ask himself a fundamental 
question. Given psychiatry's 
history of defeated hopes, what 
is the he*»i wav forward? The 
use ot new. antipsychotic drugs 
developed since the 1 95tls was 
supposed to alleviate symp- 
toms, provide sufferers wiih an 
alternative to institutionalisa- 


tion and gain for them the ben- 
efits of living a more normal life 

- if only they had worked. 

Likewise the Victorian asy- 
lums were built with the best 
intentions. In his book, pub- 
lished in 1837. miat Asylums 
Here. Are and Ought to Be, 
William Browne wrote that 
“the whole secret of the new 
system ... may be summed up 
in two words, kindness and oc- 
cupation". But such therapeu- 
tic institutions, which would 
indeed have helped people 
with major mental illnesses, 
were quickly overwhelmed by 
sheer numbers. From holding 
100 or so inmates at the be- 
ginning of Queen Victoria's 
reign, the average asylum con- 
tained over 1.000 by the time 
the First World War began. 
They became in effect a net- 
work of prison camps for the 
mentally disturbed - a Gulag 

- with doctors in white coats, 
nurses in regulation caps and 
patients in coarse, ill-fitting 
suits. In the late 1940s and ear- 
lv N50s. hideous operations on 
the brain, lubotomies, were 
perlormcd. which iranquiilised 

patients while injuring such 
judgement and social skills as 
they had - a shameful episode. 

Polio goes wrong because 


the intellectual foundations of 
psychiatry are weak. The rela- 
tionship between mind and 
brain is no clearer today than 
it was to the ancient Greek 
philosophers. Scientists are un- 
able to detect any biological 
signs of mental illnesses except 
in the case of dementias such 
as Alzheimer’s disease. So far 
as diagnosis goes, mental illness 
is not like cancer, which either 
you have got, or you haven't. 
Mental illness lies on a contin- 
uum with normality. At what 
point docs a child’s short 
attention span become an at- 
tention deficit disorder? Schiz- 
ophrenia has a multitude of 
different symptoms. 

I am not for one minute sug- 
gesting that Mr Dobson should 
involve himself in these knot- 
ty problems. But they should 
serve as a warning. It is a won- 
derful thing that more re- 
sources will be devoted to 
mental health. Yet it is a field 
in which promising develop- 
ments often bring, in the full- 
ness of time, perverse results. 
Having made a brave change of 
direction, Mr Dobson now’ 
needs to adopt a cautious, 
questioning stance to those 
who will advise him how best to 
proceed. 
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Carl Perkins 


Carl Lee Perkins, singer, 
guitarist, songwriter: bom 
RIdgely, Tennessee 9 April 
1932; married 1953 VaJda 
Crider (two sons); died 
Nashville, Tennessee 19 
January 1998. 


In 1955 Carl Perkins was play- 
ing country music at a dance in 
Jackson, Tennessee and “Right 
in front of me, this hoy stopped 
dancing and told a beautiful giii 
‘Ah, don't step on my suede 
shoes'." As soon as be finished 
playing, Perkins scribbled the 
lyrics to “Blue Suede Shoes” on 
a paper bag. A rock’n’roll clas- 
sic bad been bom and the song 
gave Carl Perkins a long career, 
although he wrote many other 
witty, gritty songs of Tennessee 
life. 

Ji certainly wasn't one for the 
money with Perkins. He was 
bom into a poor sharecropping 
family near TiptonviUe. Ten- 
nessee in 1932. When his father 
contracted tuberculosis, the 
family went on welfare and 
Carl and his brothers were 
picking cotton as soon as they 
were able. Despite the poverty, 
be had found memories and 
poured his emotion into “Dad- 
dy Sang Bass", a US country bit 
for Johnny Cash. 

The Perkins family had been 
one of the few while famili es on 
the plantation. He heard the 
blues being played around him 
and developed a love for the 
country music which he heard 
on the radio. He made a two- 
string guitar from a cigar box 
and graduated to a second- 
hand one, which cost S3. 

When in the early 1950s the 
family moved to Jackson, Ten- 
nessee, Carl (lead guitar) 
formed a band with his broth- 
ers, Jay (rhythm guitar) and 
Clayton (upright bass), and the 
drummer W.S. Holland. Carl 
had a day job in a bakery but he 
was laid off shortly alter his wed- 
ding to VaJda Crider in January 
1953. 

In 1954 Perkins heard Elvis 
Presley's first record for Sun 
Records in Memphis and re- 
alised that his rocking version 
of a country song, “Blue Moon 
Of Kentucky", was exactly what 
he was attempting to do. He and 
the band headed for Memphis 
and were signed by Sun’s own- 


er and producer, Sam Phillips. 
Perkins' first single, the 
country heartbreaker, “Turn 
Around” was released in Feb- 
ruary 1955, followed by the 
rockabilly “Gone, Gone, Gone" 
in August. As he later modest- 
ly sang, “Rockabilly music, ain’t 
nothing to it, it's just a bopped- 
up country song." 

In the autumn of 1955 Sam 
Phillips sold Elvis's contract to 
RCA. as he believed he had a 
sim liar talent in Carl Perkins. In 
December 1955, Sun released 
“Blue Suede Shoes” and aimed 
it at the new teenage rock’n’roll 
market. Perkins saw it differ- 
ently: “Blue Suede Shoes is 
the most country song that’s 
been written. There never was 
a man appreciated a pair of 
shoes like an ol' country boy, 
and them city boys don't drink 
liquor out of a fruitjar.” 

“Blue Suede Shoes” entered 
the Top 40 the same week as 
Elvis’s first RCA record, “Heart- 
break Hotel". Initially, it was 
climbing foster than Elvis's sin- 
gle, prompting RCA’s Steve 
Sholes to ask Sam Phillips, “Did 
we sign the wrong man ?” In the 
end, “Blue Suede Shoes” went 
to No 2 while “Heartbreak Ho- 
tel" was top, but the single also 
topped the US country charts. 

In March 1956, fcridns and 
his band were driving from 
Memphis to New York for The 
Perry Como Show. Overcome by 
tiredness, their manager and 
driver fell asleep at the wheel and 
the car catapulted into a truck. 
He was killed and all three 
Perkins brothers were injured, 
Carl being in a coma for three 
days and in a cast for two months. 

Elvis recorded “Blue Suede 
Shoes" for an album, but in the 
UK it was released as a single in 
competition with Perkins's own. 
Both made the Top 10 with 
Elvis slightly higher at No 9. 
Some commentators contend 
that Perkins’ career lost mo- 
mentum because of his injuries 
(true) and that he could have ri- 
valled Elvis Presley (false). 
Perkins knew he was no match 
for the King. “Presley meant 
more to the kids than a guy sin- 
gin' a song. He was a sex image, 
a good-lookin’ cat who didn't re- 
ally have to sing at all when he 
walked out on the stage. We 
were so fortunate that we had a 
guy like him to open the door." 


Perkins’ Sun records arc vi- 
gnettes of Southern life. The 
dance haH fight “(Let's Get » Dix- 
ie Fried”, reflects hrs experiences 
- “He picked up a razor and he 
wasn’t shavin". He wrote “Bop- 
pin* the Blues”, “Put Your Cal 
Clothes On" and “Glad All 
Over”, which he sang in the film 
Disc Jockey Jamboree (1957). 
He rekindled “Matchbox", a 
blues song by Blind Lemon Jef- 
ferson, with Jerry Lee Lewis on 
piano. Ricky Nelson admitted, 
“I wanted to be Carl Perkins”. 

On 4 December 1956. 
Perkins was recording when 
EMs Presley looked in. An im- 
promptu session between 
Perkins, Presley, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and possibly Johnny Cash 
took place: a more talented and 
yet dysfunctional quartet is 
hard to imagine. 

In 195S, he and Cash moved 
to Columbia Records, but 
Per kins ' attempts to recapture 
“Blue Suede Shoes" with "Pink 
Pedal Pushers" and “Pointed 
Toe Shoes" were ill-advised. 
Far better is the underrated 
“Jive After Five”. In the same 
year Perkins was devastated 
when his brother Jay died of a 
brain tumour. This caused him 
to drink but as he admitted, “I. 
used to think that if I had a 
drink, I could play the guitar a 
whole lot better". His record- 
ings for Sun, Columbia and 
then Decca have been collect- 
ed in the five-CD set The Clas- 
sic Carl Perkins (1990), which 
also features alternate takes. 

His songs were recorded by 
the British beat groups of the 
1960s, not least the Beatles. On 
Merseyside, Kingsize Taylor 
and George Harrison im- 
pressed each other by copying 
Perkins* guitar licks, while the 
Beatles recorded “Matchbox", 
“Honey Don’t" and “Every- 
body’s Trying to be my Baby". 
The recent Anthology and Live 
at the BBC'shaw that the Bea- 
tles also taped “Sure to Fall", 
“Glad All Over" and “Lend Me 
Your Comb". John Lennon 
sang “Blue Suede Shoes” in 
concert and Paul McCartney in- 
vited Gari to join him for“GeL 
It” (1982). The rumour of a 
1964 session featuring Carl 
Perkins and the Beatles appears 
to be unfounded. 

In 1965 Johnny Cash sug- 
gested that Carl Perkins join his 


Martin Bayer 



Bayer: ‘Veteran of the 
Struggle' 


Martin Harold Bayer, 
solicitor: bom Kimberley, 
South Africa 24 January 1931; 
senior partner, Birkbeck 
Montagu 1977-85; senior 
partner, Bayer Rosin 1985-95; 
consultant, Mishcon de Reya 
1995-97; died Montfort, 
France 27 December 1997. 


In the early 1960s, whilst a 
young lawyer, Martin Bayer 
was approached by Canon John 
Collins to assist in organising a 
network to support political 
prisoners and their families in 
South Africa. The Defence & 
Aid Fund for Southern Africa, 
based in London, raised and 


smuggled millions of pounds 
into the country, primarily to 
fund legal representation of 
political prisoners and to pre>- 
vide economic support for 
their families. Bayer - known as 
“Mr X" - was particularly 
proud of the fact that the or- 
ganisation was never infiltrated 
by the South African security 
services. For this work and 
for his lifelong campaign against 
apartheid. President Nelson 
Mandela honoured Martin 
Bayer as a "Veteran of the 
Struggle". 

Bayer was bom in Kimber- 
ley. South Africa, in 1931 into 
a liberal Jewish family. His fa- 
ther was a country doctor and 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


Announcement* for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Birth*. 
Adoption*. Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, WadcSug anniversaries, | n 
Momo riam) should tie sent bi writing 
to the Gazette Editor. The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square. Canary Whari 
London EH SDL, telephoned to 0171 - 
293 2012 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2011) or faxed to 0171-293 2010, 
and are charged at £6-50 a line (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ment* (notices, functions. Forthcom- 
ing marriages, Marriages) must be 


The Independent* main switchboard 
number fa 0171-293 2000. 


Appointments 

Mr Tony Millson, to be British 
High Commissioner to the Repub- 
lic of Gambia. 

Lord Nicholls of Birkenhead and 
Lord Hoffmann, to be ncm-penna- 
ncm Judges of the Hong Kong Court 
of Final Appeal. 

Mr Chris Orr, to be Professor and 
Course Director of Primmaking at 
the Royal College of Art 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
mum mounts ihc Queen's Lire Guard at 
Horse Guards, 1 lam. 


Birthdays 

Dr Edwin (Buzz) Aldrin, astronaut, 
6$ Mr Tom Baker, actor, 62; Sir John 
Chadwick High CcHm judge, 57; Air 
Marshal Sir David Cousins, Air 
Member for Personnel 55; Mr Derek 
Dougan. football player and writer, 
SO: The Very Rev David Edwards, 
Provost Emeritus or Southwark 
Cathedral, 69: Lord Ewing of Kirk- 
ford, former MP, 67; The Hon Sir 
Henry Fisher, former President, 
Wolfcon College, Oxford, 80; Miss 
Liza Goddard, actress, 48; Lord 
Hanson, industrialist. 76: Miss Bar- 
bara Hay, ambassador to Uzbekistan, 
44; Major Dick Hera, racehorse 
trainer, 77: Mr Frank Johnson, edi- 
tor, the Spectator, 55; Commandant 


Shchanmsky, Soviet dissident, 50; Mr 
Eric Stewart, rock guitarist, 53: Mr 
Curtis Strange, golfer, 43; Professor 
Nairn Chandra Wickramasinghe. as- 
tronomer, 59; Mr Nigel Williams, 
novelist, 50: Mr John Wiihcrow, ed- 
itor, the Sunday Tones , 46. 

Anniversaries 

Births: AndhJ-Marie Ampere, physi- 
cist, 1775; Hudie Ledbetter (“Lead- 
belly”), blues artist, 1889; George 
Burns (Nathan Bimbaum), comedi- 
an, writer and producer, 1896; Joy 
Friedorikc Victoria (Gessner) Adam- 
son, writer, 1910; Federico Fellini, 
film director, 1920. Deaths: Sir 


1900; John Raskin, serial reformer, 
art critic and writer, 1900; (Peter 
John) Johnny Weissmuller, actor 
and swimmer, 1984; Audrey Hepburn 
(Ed da van Heemslra Hepburn- 


R uston). actress, 1993; Sir Matt 
(Matthew) Busby, football manager, 
1994. On this day: the First Fleet 
sent to Botany Bay arrived in New 
South Wales. 1788; Hong Kong was 
ceded to Britain by China, 1841; the 
first game of basketball was played 
at Springfield, Massachusetts, 1892; 
Sir Vivian Fuchs, leading the Com- 
monwealth Trans-An ranxic Expedi- 
tion. arrived at the South Pole. 1958; 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy was inau- 
gurated as the 35th US president, 
1961. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Euthymius the Great. St Fabian, 
pope. St Fechin and St Sebastian. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“New Appearances (iii): Zurbardn, 
Cup of Water and Rose on a Silver 
Plate ”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Jan 
Ross-Munro, “Thomas Chippendale 
and lSth-oennny Furniture", 130pm. 
Tate Gallery: Karen Hearn, “Secrets 
and Lies in 16th-century Painting". 
1pm. 

British Museum: Gordon Barrass, 
“Chinese Calligraphy after 1949", 
Li 5pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Rose- 
mary Kelly, “The Trial and Execution 
of King Charles I", 1.10pm. 
Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, London EC2: Professor Ion 
Stewart, “The Geometiy of Evolu- 
tion ",4pm. 

Luncheons 
Newspaper Society 

Mr Chris Oakley, Managing Direc- 
tor, Mirror Regional Newspapers, 
and President of the Newspaper So- 
ciety. hosted a lunch yesterday at the 
Newspaper Society. London WCI, in 
honour or Mr Gordon Brown MP, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


submitted In writing (or faxed) and are 

charged at £10 a Uni, VAT extra. They 

should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


vbnla McBride, former director, 
WRNS. 77; Mr Christopher Martin- 
JenJtins. radio sports commentator, 
53; Miss Patricia Neal, actress, 72; Dr 
Jessica Rawson, Warden, Merton 
College, Oxford, 55; Mr Natan 


PHniess Margaret, Honor jiy ProidcnL 
ihc British Museum Di-vdoprovni Trust, 
aiivnds a nwiing of ihc Council ai ibe 
British Museum, London WCl. 


John Soane, architect 1837; Richard 
Doddridge Blackmore, novelist. 



Perkins: ‘Rockabilly music, ain’t nothing to it, it’s just a hopped-up country song" 
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band so that they could wean 
each other off booze and drugs. 
Perkins, free of running a 
group, stayed with Cash for ten 
years, appearing on live albums 
from Folsom Prison and San 
Quentin Prison. He wrote, with- 
out credit, the tune for “A Boy 
Named Sue". 

In 1970 Perkins made an al- 
bum, Boppin’ The Blues, with 
the contemporary band NRBQ, 
and in 1974eul MV Kind of Coun- 
try, bisbesi country album. That 
same year his hard-drinking 
brother. Clayton, shot himself. 
Carl had earlier had a shotgun 
accident: he shot himself in the 


foot which prevented him from 
dancing around on stage. 

In 197b he went on the road 
with his sons, Stan and Greg, 
and he worked with them unrii 
his death. He made an album 
of rock ‘n’ roll standards. Ol' 
Blue Suede's Buck ( 1978). with 
the Jordanaires and Elvis's pro- 
ducer, Felton Jarvis. Much to his 
surprise, it made the Lftv album 
charts and he toured the UK 
with Bo Diddley. 

Carl Perkins achieved peace 
of mind by becoming a born- 
again Christian, and he wrote a 
memoir. Disciple in Blue Suede 
Shoes ( 1978). He wrote many 


songs about Elvis (“The EP Ex- 
press". "Elvis We Love You") 
and about his place in the pan- 
theon of rock V roll (“The Birth 
of Rock and Roll", “Born to 
Rock", "The Godfather ol' 
Rock and Roll”). He recorded 
with Johnny Cash and Jerry Lee 
Lewis as The Siuvivors ( 1982) 
and they added Roy Orbison for 
a studio album at Sim, The Class 
of : 55 (1985). 

A highly acclaimed Channel 
4 programme. Carl Perkins and 
Friends: a rockabilly special, was 
broadcast in 1985. The friends 
included Eric Clapton, George 
Harrison. Ringo Starr and Dave 


Edmunds. In 1987 Perkins was 
elected to the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame. Country artists 
were recording his songs - the 
Judds and DoUy Barton had suc- 
cess with “Let Me Tell You 
About Love" and “Silver and 
Gold” respectively. Best of all, 
the Nashville fiddle player Mark 
O’Con nor recorded a stunning 
“Restless" in 1990 with Vince 
Gill Ricky Skaggs and Steve 
Winner. 

In 1991 Carl Perkins devel- 
oped throat cancer but he was 
soon bade on the road. In 1992 
he released two CDs, Friends, 
Family and Legends, and 706 Re- 


union with Elvis Presley’s gui- 
tarist Scotty 'Moore. 

In 1996 he released Go Cat 
Go!, also the title of his auto- 
biography. Hie album featured 
guest appearances from John 
Fogerty, Willie Nelson, Bono, 
Tom Petty, Paul McCartney 
and George Harrison. The high 
spot was “Rockabilly Music” 
with Paul Simon, which refers 
to his battle with cancer and to 
his long-standing marriage. 
“Heaven’s in your arms. We're 
in the anns of the Lord.” Three 
strokes then left him partially 
paralysed. 

- Spencer Leigh 


the family lived in Barclay West 
a small town in a diamond- 
mining area, on the banks of the 
River Vaal. Martin was edu- 
cated at the Roman Catholic 
Christian Brothers’ College in 
Kimberley and Cape Town and 
then at the University of Cape 
Town, where he read Law. 

It was whilst he was at uni- 
versity that his political con- 
sdousness and innate sense of 
fairness influenced him to lake 
an active stand against the in- 
justice of the established polit- 
ical order in South Africa. 
He despised the colour bar 
and the associated racism that 
was fostered by the political 
status quo. 


He became involved in stu- 
dent politics, was elected a 
member of the university's Stu- 
dent Representative Council, 
and he represented the Uni- 
versity of Cape Town on the 
Council of the National Union 
of South African Students. He 
also became involved as an ac- 
tivist in (he unli-apartheid 
movement. After graduating, he 
won a scholarship to Queens' 
College, Cambridge, to read for 
a further degree in Law. 

Bayer returned to South 
Africa in 1954. where he be- 
came a lecturer in the Faculty 
of Law at the University of the 
Witwatcrsrand. South Africa 
was becoming more and more 


polarised and the apartheid 
' government was becoming 
more repressive. This culmi- 
nated in the mass arrest of po- 
litical activists, which led to 
Lhc Rivonia trials at which Nel- 
son Mandela, Walter Sisulu 
and others were convicted. 

It was in (his atmosphere that 
Martin Bayer decided to emi- 
grate to England. He took arti- 
cles with the London law firm 
of Birkbeck. Julius, Coburn & 
Broad and was admitted as a so- 
licitor in England and Wiles. 
Notwithstanding his lifelong 
love of South Africa, Bayer, in 
his usual style, became totally 
engaged in the life and culture 
of his adopted country. He be- 


came partner in the firm - 
later merged as Birkbeck Mon- 
tagu - and from 1977 to 1985 
acted as its senior partner. He 
left to become senior partner of 
Bayer Rosin and, on its merg- 
ing with Mishcon dc Reya in 
1995, a consultant to that firm, 
a position he held until his 
death. 

Bayer was a gifted lawyer 
whose work encompassed the 
full range of legal disciplines, 
from private clients to complex 
City-based takeovers and merg- 
ers. One of his talents was an 
ability to relate to everyone with 
whom he had contact. He was 
n great listener and raconteur, 
and left one feeling that he had 


given his undivided attention. 

Outside work, his interests 
included politics, literature, 
music, theatre, film and fine 
art. He collected art with an 
intuitive eye and was for 30 
years a director of the Bond 
Street gallery the Fine Art 
Society. 

Jn the late 1980s, he bought 
a house in the village of Mont- 
fort in south-west France. He 
learnt French, fell in love with 
the food, the countryside and 
the people. After his death, the 
villagers of Montfort held a 
memorial service for him and al- 
most every villager came to 
pay respects to him. 

- Kevin Gold 


LAW REPORT: 20 January ms 

A ‘houseboat’ does not have to be boat-shaped 


Although a “ residential 
houseboat** did not have to 
be boat-shaped, a decision 
that a craft consisting of a 
floating pl a t f orm with a two- 
storey prefabricated building 
on it was not a houseboat 

was not wrong in law. 

Sussex Investments Ltd Se-ireiary 
Ol State tor the Enyiicnment: Court 
of Appeal (Loud Justice Hirst. Lord 
Justice ficibsrt Walker and Mr Justice 
Hannan) 18 December 1^7. 


The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appellant’s appeal 
against an enforcement notice 
issued in respect of an alleged 
unauthorised change of use of 
land. 

An established use certifi- 
cate had been issued in 1PS7, 
certifying that the use of cer- 
tain land on the towpath at 
Sheppcrton “For mooring of 
nine residential houseboats” 
had been established within 
the meaning of the statutory 
provisions then in force. In 
1991 a craft named Sunbeam 
II was moored off the towpath. 
The appellant said it was a 
houseboat, but an enforce- 


ment notice was issued by the 
local planning authority, de- 
scribing it as a stationary float- 
ing platform on which a 
prefabricated wooden dwel- 
ling-house was affixed. 

The appellant appealed 
against the enforcement notice. 
The Inspector appointed to 
consider the appeal treated (he 
test as being whether Sun- 
beam //would be recognisable 
as a boat to the man in ihe 
street, and concluded that the 
craft would be seen as a two- 
storey house standing on a 
floating platform and was not, 
as a matter of fact and degree, 
a boat 

The Secretary of State, on 
appeal against the Inspector’s 
decision, reached the same 
conclusion. The appellant ap- 
plied to the High Court under 
section 289 of the 1990 Act. 
and the judge, having said 
lhat the meaning of an ordi- 
nary word was a matter of law. 
held that a house built on 3 
floating platform which did not 
have a boai-likc shape was not 
a houseboat even if it was ca- 
pable of navigation. 


John HohvD QC (Simon Jacksons t 
for the appellant; Alun Alcshury 
I Treasury Solicitor) for the Secretary 
of State. 


Lord Justice Robert Walker 
said that counsel for the ap- 
pellant had submitted that a 
particular shape was not a 
necessary feature of a boaL 
The fallacy in the Inspector's 
decision and the judgment 
below was to fasten on the 
characteristic of being “boat- 
shaped" and then to treat 
that as the defining charac- 
teristic of boats in general and 
of residential houseboats in 
particular. 

Whilst there was force in 
that criticism, the more general 
proposition that the expression 
"boat-shaped” was so impre- 
cise as to be meaningless could 
not be accepted, nor was there 
anything absurd in saying that 
not all boats were boat-shaped. 

The expression was impre- 
cise but it conveyed the gen- 
eral idea of a curved, elongated 
container, tapering at the ends, 
and sometimes tapering more 
at one end than the other. Not 


every craft recognisable as a 
boaL had that shape. 

It had further been sub- 
mitted lhat given Lhat Lhe func- 
tion of a houseboat was to 
provide residential accomo- 
dation on water, it was rea- 
sonable to expect that ihe 
superstructure might well re- 
semble a house in appear- 
ance. That might, however, be 
met hy the counter-argument 
that the more a houseboat 
looked like a house, the less it 
looked like a boaL. 

The appeal had been 
brought under section 2$9 of 
the 1990 Act on a point of law 
alone. It was only in a limited 
sense that the true meaning of 
an ordinary word in a legal 
document was a question of 
Jaw. 

The judge had erred if and 
insofar as he had thought he 
had to provide, as the answer 
to a question of law, a precise 
definition of “houseboat". 
Moreover, he had been wrong 
to take the view that asa mat- 
ter of law a houseboat must be 
“boat-shaped”. But a craft 
which consisted of a low rec- 


tangular floating platform with 
a two-storey prefabricated 
building erected on it differed 
from a typical houseboat in 
more that the shape of its 
hull. It might -diverge so far 
from the typical as no longer 
to- merit the description 
“houseboat" as that expression 
would normally be used. 
Whether it did so was a ques- 
tion of fact or degree. It was a 
jury question. 

The essential point was not 
whether the judge’s reasoning 
had been correct, but whether 
the Secretary of State, in re- 
liance on the Inspector s re- 
port, had misdirected himself 
in his approach to that jury 
question. Whilst his approach 
bad tended to be over-analyt- 
ical and had attached rather 
too much importance to dic- 
tionary definitions, nonethe- 
less, his conclusion that: “as a 
matter of fact and degree. 
Sunbeam II was not a house- 
boat for the purposes of the 
EUC" was unassailable in 
point of law; The appeal would 
be dismissed. 

— Kate 0 Hanlon, Barrister 
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Body Shop share 
slide revives talk 
v of Roddick buyout 


V 

) 


There was renewed speculation 
yesterday that Anita Roddick, the 
flamboyant founder of the Body 
Shop, might revive plans to buy 
back the environmentally friendly 
cosmetics retailer after a profits 
warning forced the shares to a 
two-year low. But, as Nfce/ Cope, 
City Correspondent, reports, 
the group faces a tough future 
whether it remains a publicly 
quoted company or not. 




Body Shop shares fell 7 per cent yesterday 
' after the com puny said problems in Amer- 
ica and the Far East meant the group would 
not be able to exceed last year's profits. The 
collapse took the shares to a level lost seen 
in 1995 when Anita Roddick and her hus- 
band Gordon mounted a plan to lake the 
company buck into private hands. 

Those plans were later abandoned 
when the Roddicks said the levels of debt 
required to fund the deal would have ham- 
pered the company's growth plans. But with 
the shares falling another lOp to 127p 
yesterday, valuing the company at £250m. 
analysts said it was possible that the 
couple may change their minds. 

“The share price is get Ling bock to a level 
where it might moke sense," said John 
Richards, retail analyst at NatWest 
Securities. “Geariy what triggered the move 
last time was the shares falling to around 
the llOp mark." 

Another analyst said the group still 
appeared to be struggling to balance its 
environmental credentials with its status 
as a quoted company. "They recently 
announced the largest ever environmen- 
tal audit but if the business carries on like 
this there won't be much left to audit." 

The Roddicks owns 25 per cent of Body- 
Shop. which was founded by Anita Rod- 
dick 21 years ago. A furl her 24 per cent is 
controlled by Ian McGlinn. a Sussex busi- 
nessman who lent Ms Roddick £4.000 to 
help open her second shop in 1976. 

Body Shop refused to comment an 

Body Shop 

share price, penca 
220 



whether a buyback plan was again under 
consideration. However. Angela Bawtree, 
the group's head of investor relations said: 
“f would be extTemely surprised. It was 
looked at before but it was decided that it 
was not right for the business. There is no 
reason to think those views have changed." 

Anita Roddick has never disguised her 
feelings about the City, once famously- 
describing its workers as “those pin- 
striped dinosaurs in Throgmorton Street*'. 
But after they abandoned their buyback 
plans, they offered an olive branch io the 
Square Mile with a new dedication to im- 
proving shareholder value and a progres- 
sive dividend policy. 

If Body Shop is not taken private it faces 
a difficult short-term future in the public 
gaze as it battles against difficult markets 
in the America and For East and pedes- 
trian growth in the UK. 

In a trading update yesterday the com- 
pany revealed that group like for like salts 
in the 10 weeks to 3 January were Oat with 
sales in the US down by 4 per cent and by 
8 per cent in Asia. It said problems in these 
markets would mean operating profits this 
year would be broadly in line with the 
previous year's £3S.4m. Analysts had been 
expecting £4 1 ,5m. 

Asia has been one of Body Shop's fastest - 
graving markets ami last year accounted for 
almost 15 percent of profits. But die financial 
turmoil in the region has taken its tall and 
the group is now reconsidering its plans there. 
“We are taking a conservative view with re- 
gard to trade in South-east Asia." it said. 

The group said it will be particularly 
careful with opening plans in Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the Philippines. However. 
it is continuing to expand rapidly in Japan 
and will open 25-30 stores a year there. 

(JS sales have been hit by a highly com- 
petitive market in which rivals began cut- 
ting prices aggressively well before 
Christmas. In the UK sales rose by 2 per 
cent on a same store bask. 

‘ Nick Bubb, retail analyst at SG Secu- 
rities said the figures were “clearly disap- 
pointing “and that the company would 
“probably not fare much better in the new 
year either. Mark Josefeon at Panmure 
Gordon said the group faced “two or three 
years of modest progress". 

Others noted that the company was not 
in such as parlous stale as Laura Ashley. 
Body Shop is profitable and has a strong 
halance sheet with nut debts. 

John Richards at Nat West said the group 
had u strong brand name and was good at 
developing new products. However, he said 
its problems were at the operating level in 
the running of its stores. He said it was there- 
fore “risky” that the group was increasing 
the number of company managed stores at 
the expense of those run by franchisees. 


! Sports shops sprint ahead 
i of general fashion retailers 


Two sports groups reported buoyant Christ- 
mas trading updates yesterday, providing 
further evidence (hut the boom in branded 
^xjrtswcar is taking share from traditional 
clothing retailers. 

Blacks Leisure, which owns the First 
Sport chain of sports shops, increased same- 
store sales by 8 per cent in the 44 weeks 
to 3 January. Sports Division, the sports 
• retailer that acquired the Olympus Sports 
I shops from Sears, also turned in an athletic 
performance. 

i it saw Christmas and new vear sales rise 

by H per cent on a like-fnr-like basis in the 
10 weeks lo 3 January- "Hie company is ex- 
pected to seek a stock market listing in the 
summer with a possible valuation of 
around £350m. JJB Sports, the fast-grow- 
ing sports retailer, also reported buoyant 
sales earlier this monlh- 

The upbeat figures contrast with n 
unore mat'd mewage emerging from the 
/ General fashion retailers. While some 
fashion groups, such as Burton, have done 
I well, others have struggled. House of 
I • Fraser and Seam and have disappointed 
white Storehouse, ihe Bhs and Motbercare 


group, issued a pedestrian trading update 
yesterday. 

'■There is a feeling that the popularity 
of branded sportswear is affecting sales in 
other areas of youth-oriented clothing," 
said one analyst. 

Though Storehouse's figures were not 
as bad as some analysis had been expect- 
ing the group was still hit by several profit 
downgrades. The company said its sales in 
Ihe three months to 3 January were 63 per 
cent ahead of the same period last year 
though this figure included contributions 
from newly opened stores. It said it had re- 
sisted the temptation to cut prices ahead 
of Christmas, enabling group margins lo 
increase by fi.N percentage points. 

“Our pre-Christmas trading stance 
proved to be successful.” said Storehouse 
chief executive Keith Edelman. “We 
achieved a much better balance of sales and 
margins before Christmas at both Bhs and 
Mothcrcarc hy trading significantly more 
goods at full price than lust year until our 
sale period which stoned the day after Box- 
ing Day." 

- Nigel Cope 


Nationwide cuts fixed-rate mortgages 


Nationwide, the UK’s largest building so- 
cieiy. stepped up the mortgage battle 
with its stock market rivals by cutting three 
of its fixed-rate mortgages. The building 
society also re-affirmed its pledge to hold 
variable rates unchanged unless the Bank 
of England increased base rates again. To- 
gether, these moves will benefit more than 
1 million homeowners. 

Philip Williamson. Nationwide’s mar- 
keting and commercial director, said: 
“Our new range of highly attractive fixed 
rates combine certainty for the fixed-rate 
period with the reassurance of a compel- 
itive variable rate afterwards." 

. Nationwide has reduced two, three and 
five-year fixed-rate mortgages by 0.4 per 
cent, a move made possible by recent falls 
in IiTpg _tcrm -foterest rates. 


The two-year fixed rate at Nationwide 
is now 5.49 per cent. The three-year fixed 
rale is 6.19 per cent and the five-year rate 
is 6.6 y per cent. 

Bradford & Bmgley’s 343.00(1 borrowers 
were less fortunate, as (he building society 
ended a four-month mortgage freeze with 
a 0.5 percent increase in its variable rates. 

From 1 February. Bradford & Bingley's 
variable rate for “loyal" borrowers will be 
8.25 percent. The rate Ibr other borrowers 

- customers of less than two wars' standing 

- will be 8.45 per cent. 

Nationwide's variable rale remaias un- 
changed at 8.10 per cent. But both mutuals 
are charging less than the high street banks 
and the converted building societies. The 
standard mortgage ratu is 8.7 per cent. 

- lea ftterson 



The Asian economic crisis 
claimed another victim 
yesterday after Samsung, 
the South Korean 
electronics giant, said it 
was scaling back its 
European headquarters in 
London. The decision will 
result in the loss of 33 
jobs at Samsung's head 
offices in Brentford, west 
London, originally chosen 
for their proximity to 
Heathrow. 

Samsung decided late 
last year not to proceed 
with the second phase 
offcsHSOm 
manufacturing site at 
Wynyard park in the 
North-east, which 
employs 1,300 making 
televisions, computer 
monitors and microwave 
ovens. 

Another Korean 
conglomerate, Hyundai, 
has abandoned plans for 
an electronics plant in 
Scotland but LG is 
pressing ahead with a 
£l.6bn investment in 
South Wales. 

- Michael Harrison 
Asian markets, page 21 
Photograph: Andrew Buumnan 


Rates dilemma lingers as pound breaches DM3 barrier 


The economy suffered a double 
blow yesterday. The pound passed 
the DM3 barrier for the first time 
since August, while new figures 
showed that the Government 
borrowed £lbn more than 
expected last month. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, says the 
Bank of England has a bigger 
headache than the Chancellor. 

Disappointing figures on government 
borrowing for December coincided yes- 
terday with a derisive move by the pound 
above 3.00 German marks and 10.00 French 
francs. Of the two, the fresh jump in the 
sterling exchange rate will pose the bigger 
policy problem. 

Analysts were divided as to whether it 
would sway the Bank of England against 
raising interest rates after next month’s 
meeting of the Monetary Policy Commit- 


tee -although the expectation of a rate rise 
to counter home-grown inflationary pres- 
sures was a common explanation for the 
pound's fresh gains. 

Figures due tomorrow, for retail sales 
in December, and Friday, for GDP in the 
final quarter of 1997, are thereforelikely 
to be of special interest to City soothsay- 
ers. They will be looking for signs that 
growth is slowing fast enough to prevent 
the Bank from raising rates in the face of 
accelerating pay growth. 

The continuing strength of the dollar, 
which often tows ibe pound with it, was also 
blamed for the rise above the key psycho- 
logical barrier against the German cutrenty. 

Meanwhile, yesterday’s figures showed 
that the public seam: bonowing requirement 
(PSBR) amounted to£I.4hn last month, well 
above City expectations. Although most Gty 
experts still reckon the Chancellor can beat 
his £9.5hn target for the PSBR in 1997/98, 
especially with the normal January surplus 
of receipts over spending still to come, the 


news dented their confidence. 

Hiking account of several special 
factors, the underlying explanation for the 
shortfall was a £33bn rise in departmental 
spending during the month. 

On the positive side, the windfall tax on 
the utilities added £2_6bn to revenues, and 
tobacco duties were £400m higher than the 
same month a year earlier as payments were 
brought forward ahead of the duly increase 
announced in the July Budget 

On the other hand, self-assessment 
reduced income tax payments by more than 
£lbn by shifting them into January. Interest 
payments on government debt were also 
increased to the tone of £lbn by a timing 
shift, as they are increasingly bunched in 
December and June. 

But the real culprit was the surge in ex- 
penditure foD owing several months when 
departments had been spending far less 
than the previous year. 

Although in November’s “Pre-Budget” 
the ChaxicdlorallowEdfw^pejxfing this year 


to be LI percent higher than last year, it had 
been running at a level 1 per cent lower than 
a year earlier. December's jump took this to 
a still-tough 0 -5 per cent down on the year. 

Adam Cole, of HSBC James Capet said 
sharp falls in unemployment had helped 
reduce the government's level of spending. 
“With the pace of decline likely to moder- 
ate, and pressures on public sector pay likely 
to intensify, controlling spending will become 
more challenging," he said. But, despite this 
pessimism, he still predicted a borrowing 
requirement dose to target Others stuck to 
more optimistic forecasts of as low as £6bn. 

The cumulative PSBR reached £6.1bn 
last month, down from £16 Jbn the previous 
year. Excluding privatisation proceeds, the 
underlying borrowing total for the year to 
date was £7.9bn, down from £2fi.ftbn in 
1996/97. Expenditure last month remained 
£0.6bn lower than at the same stage last 
year, compared with a Treasury prediction 
of a £4.9bn rise during the year as a whole. 

Outlook, page 21 
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Astec rejects plan by US 


parent to buy 

A bizarre takeover battle erupted 
yesterday when Astec BSR, the 
electronic components manufacturer, 
became the subject of a possible hostile 
bid from Emerson Electric, the US 
giant which owns the majority of its 
shares. Astec’s independent directors 
promptly rejected the approach and 
threatened to take legal action. 

Peter Thai Larsen reports on an episode 
that has left shareholders seething. 

In an approach to Astec’s independent directors, 
Emerson offered to buy out the 49 per cent of Astec 
it did not own at the prevailing market price of 1 1 lp. 
At the same time; the group threatened to remove 
all executive directors except Howard Lance, the 
Astec chief executive who is a former Emerson em- 
ployee, and replace them with no n-execa fives ap- 
pointed by Emerson. The group also said it would 
vote down any attempt by Astec to pay a dividend. 

George Thmke, Emerson's chief operating of- 
ficer 1 - and a former Astec chief executive - said: 
“We’re giving shareholders the choice to get out 
at the market price, recognising that the dividend 
is going to be cut. I think that's fair." 

He also suggested that the turmoil in Asian mar- 
kets would damage As tec's sales, while the group 
was not large enough to participate in the con- 
solidation that was taking {dace in its industries. 

In a statement, the independent directors re- 
jected Emerson's proposal as “wholly inadequate" 


GPG bids £42m to put 


Bluebird Tbys, the Folly Pocket to Plasticine group, 
came under attack yesterday when Guinness Peat 
Group (GPG), Sir Ron Brierley’s investment veh- 
icle, launched a £42m cash bid for the company. 

However, Bluebird promptly dismissed the bid 
as “opportunistic'' and advised shareholders to take 
no action. 

GPG has been aggressively building a stake in 
Bluebird 9 nee July, 3nd currently bolds 2187 per 
cent of the shares. Sir Ron said: “The choice for 
shareholders is simple; do nothing and face con- 
tinuing erosten erf investment value CM” act to secure 
a premium price for their Bluebird shares." 

In recent years. Bluebird has been lirtie short 

of a disaster in investment terms, FoOowing a series 
of profit disappointments, the company’s share 
price has crashed from a high of 386p in 1995 to 
85p cm Friday, the last day bd^re yesterday’s lQlp 
bid emerged 

Blake Nixon, GPG chief executive, said the 
decision to bid was prompted by Bluebird’s latest 


out minority 

adding that the group’s results for the year end- 
ed 31 December 1997 would be "at least in line 
with market expectations.” The directors also said 
they were seeking legal advice about the Amer- 
ican group's threats. 

“Our sales are predominantly in US dollars, 
our major markets are in the US, yet we manu- 
facture in Asia," said finance director Mike 
Arrowsmith. “We benefit from the currency de- 
valuations." He added that Astec had cusb re- 
sources of SlOOm on its balance sheet. 

The statement was signed by independent 
directors including Brian Christopher. Astec's non- 
executive chairman. Rod Olsen, deputy chief ex- 
ecutive of Cable & Wireless, and Rohin Gourlay. 
chairman of Anglian Water. Three of Astec’s ex- 
ecutive directors, including Mr Arrow-smith, also 
signed. 

Astec shares have languished since last No- 
vember, when the group issued a profit warning, 
announcing that its plans to gain market shore would 
pressurise its profit margins. Yesterday, however, 
Astec's shares rose 6p to II 7p, suggesting dial in- 
vestors thought Emerson would have to offer more. 

The offer is a U-turn by Emerson. When its 
shareholding in Astec row above 50 per cent last 
March, the group informed the board that it did 
not consider the threshold significant, and that 
the change would not have “any impact on se- 
nior management of the group or its boa rd of di- 
rectors”. Market observers were amazed. One 
analyst said shareholders were furious: "Of 
course we all expected a bid at some lime. We 
didn't expect to gel a big price, but wc at least 
did expect a fair price.” 


Polly in its pocket 

profit wanting, which came in November when 
Mattel, the US toy giant, cancelled a deal to dis- 
tribute Polly Pocket in North America after sales 
of the dolls dried up. “There's all this potential 
there. When is it going to be realised?” he asked. 

Yesterday, however. Bluebird shares jumped 
27.5p to 112Jp, suggesting lhaL investors fell 
GPG's bid was not high enough. David Sandilands, 
Bluebird's finance director, pointed our that, as 
at 31 December, the group had net cash of £19m 
- equivalent to 46p a share. "If you take that into 
account the bid looks quite cheap compared to 
other deals in the sector,” said one analyst. 

The relatively low offer ted some observer? ro 
suggest that GPG was merely trying to flush out 
another bidder. “They've put Bluebird into play." 
said one. But Hasbro, the US toy group which owns 
6-7 per cent of Bluebird, was thought unlikely to 
enter the fray, since that would jeopardise existing 
deals between Bluebird and Mattel, Hasbru’s rival. 

- Rater Tirol Larsen 
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Allied Colloids battle bursts 
into life as Ciba joins fray 


Tesco lives up 
to expectations 


The market has come to expect good 
news from Tesco and Britain's number 
one supermarket group did not dis- 
appoint yesterday. A like-for-like sales 
uplift of 6.5 per cent over the Christ- 
mas and new year period was at the lop 
end of expectations and was all the 
more laudable given that Tesco was up 
against tough comparisons for the 
previous year. 

Tesco had made the made the point 
in July that it would shortly he coming 
up against sales figures that were 
boosted by the “Unbeatable Value" 
price initiative which was launched in 
September 1996. Its current sales 
growth does represent a slight slow- 
down from the heady 8 per cent 
achieved in the summer, but Ls still 
some distance ahead of the industry's 
average of 3.5 per cent Sainsbuiy's will 
struggle to match it. Safeway won't 
come close. - 

The point to be aware of. however, 
is that while the UK supermarkets have 
had a terrific run, ratings are now 
extremely high. 

Supermarket shares have outper- 
formed the market by 20 per cent since 
the July budget, which showed that the 
new government was not about to 
launch a series of tax-raising initiatives 
and screw down consumer spending. 
In that lime consumers have shown in- 
creasing willingness to trade up to 
higher-margin ranges while the stores 
haw benefited from longer opening 
hours and penetration of loyalty card 
spending. 

The Far Eastern turmoil has also 
helped as supermarkets' stable UK 
earnings looked increasingly attractive 
in more turbulent markets. In the 
short term, (he grocers continue to ride 
the interest rate cycle as higher rates 
make sterling stronger, which helps 
supermarkets' buying power. 

But with rates nearing their peak, 
the City is almost looking for an excuse 
to take profits on some of these stocks, 
if an interest rate move is not the sig- 
nal it could be corporate action such 
as an Asda-Safeway merger that would 
send shockwaves through the sector 
with price campaigns that would dam- 
age margins. 

Tesco’s shares, up 0.5p to 512_ip 
yesterday, trade on a forward p/e of 18. 
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April nf 06.4 m, rising to £49. 4m. 
putting the shares, which were un- 
changed ai J93.5p yesterday, on a 
prospective p/c ratio of 21 falling to 16. 
That means Ash lead is sitting on a 
steep premium to the building sector 
hut it remains a good long-term bet. 


Share incentives 
work for Mitie 
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UK plant Ashtead US plant 
hire technology Wre 


1993 94 95 96 97 93 


assuming full year profits of £820m. and 
Sainsbury's and Asda are not far be- 
hind. Tesco is a quality company and 
remains a long-term hold hut at these 
levels it is no time to buy. And at some 
stage in the next few months the sec- 
tor could suffer a bout of profit-taking. 


Ashtead looks 
set to grow 


What a change a few years make. In 
1992 Ashtead was a plain old plant hirer 
making a profit of a few million pounds 
a year. Now chairman Peter Lewis talks 
about the group being an "equipment 
outsourcer" with “profit centres’* 
around the UK. Behind the gobbledy- 
gnok lies the transformation of Ashtead, 
which has. almost singlehandedly, 
changed the face of the plant hire busi- 
ness. Its record speaks for itself. Profits 
have rocketed and the shares have out- 
performed the market by more than 300 
per cent over the last five years. 


.Ash lead’s secret lies in the search 
for new clients. Instead of relying on 
the construction industry it has gone 
picking up work from the likes of Rail- 
track and local authorities as well as 
traditional customers. This has ensured 
a sharp rise in earnings despite a lean 
spell in the building industry. It has also 
managed to crack the notoriously dif- 
ficult US market, building up a decent 
market share over there despite stiff 
competition. But can Ashtead now con- 
tinue to grow at such a cracking pace? 

In the UK the hire market is still ex- 
panding strongly and the bigger players 
such as Ashtead are using their clout 
to pick up a big chunk of the new work 
on offer. Further consolidation through- 
out the industry should bring acquisi- 
tion opportunities and a pick up in UK 
building industry is also helping hire 
rales and therefore margins. The 
strong pound and costs of building new 
depots has temporarily depressed US 
margins but the market over there 
should also continue to grow rapidly. 

House broker Hoare Goveit fore- 
casts profits of £36.4m for the year to 


There are companies which take em- 
ployee share ownership seriously, and 
then there Ls Mitie. The group is so con- 
vinced that workers should be investors 
that it has named itself after a slogan: 
Mitie is short For Management Incen- 
tive Through Investment Equity. 

Nm exactly subtle, hut so far it's 
worked. In the past five years, turnover 
has trebled while profits have quadru- 
pled. .And judging by results for the slx 
months to last September, which showed 
pre-tax profits rising 4tS per cent to £4.8m. 
the trend is likely to continue. 

Mitie is a beneficiary of (he same 
outsourcing trend which has propelled 
Rcntnkil into the FTSE 100 index. Of 
course. Mitie is much smaller and is in 
different businesses: engineering, 
painting and plant hire on the build- 
ing services side: cleaning and main- 
tenance in its support services division. 

But it is on the right track. Rather 
than compete on price to win contracts 
the group is boosting margins by 
selling to bigger customers who are 
willing to pay up for better service. That 
helped margins rise from 3.6 percent 
to 4.4 per cent in the half year. 

Another benefit of having large cus- 
tomers Ls being able to cross-sell services. 
Executive chairman David Telling reck- 
ons 1 0 per cent of its customers currently 
employs different parts of Mitie. He wants 
u» get that up to 75 per cent. The strat- 
egy allows for moving into other services, 
such as gn iunds maintenance, which could 
be sold to the same customers. 

Mitie wants to keep up its success 
by making sure its subsidiaries keep 
their local roots. The worry is that as 
it gels larger il finds it harder to keep 
an eye on those businesses. But judged 
by unchanged full-year profit forecasts 
off! 0.6m there's no sign of a slowdown 
yet. Those figures put the shares, 
which gained 4p to an all-time high of 
2ol-5p yesterday, on a forward p/e ratio 
of 26. Worth lucking away. 


The battle for control of 
Allied Colloids, the 
speciality chemicals 
group, exploded 
yesterday as Hercules, 
its US rival, twice 
increased its hostile bid 
for the group to foil an 
approach from Ciba, the 
Swiss pharmaceuticals 
giant. Andrew Yates reports 
on a takeover tussle that 
has burst into life. 


The saga began at Pam when 
Hercules increased its bid from 
155p to 175p a share, valuing 
Allied Colloids at more than 
£1 .2bn and effectively ending all 
hopes that the group would re- 
tain its independence. 

It took just 12 minutes for Al- 
lied Colloids to fire back by an- 
nouncing that it was in 
discussions with Ciba about a 
lKl5p bid designed to bury Her- 
cules' hopes. The two sides had 
been in discussions with Allied’s 
management all weekend in an 
effort to thrash out a deal. 

Ciba promptly ordered, 
BZW, its brokers, to launch a 
raid on Allied's shares in an 


effort to seal the bid. By early 
afternoon it had bought 4.5 per 
cent of Allied in the market. 

However, just as analysts 
were predicting that Ciba had 
won the day, Hercules struck 
a gain. At 4.26pm - four ®in- 
utes before the market closed - 
the US group announced it had 
decided to up its offer to 195p 
a share, worth almost £l35bn. 

Even this did not signal the 
end of the battle. Ciba was last 
night locked in talks with ad- 
visers and Allied's manage- 
ment and is considering raising 
its offer. 

The fireworks surprised the 
City, which before yesterday had 
assumed that a bid of 175p was 
enough to win control of Brad- 
ford-based Allied, whose shares 
had been priced as low as lOlp 
in recent months. 

Hercules’ increased offer 
came just days after Allied pro- 
duced its final defence docu- 
ment. It has been fighting for 
control of the British group 
since November and has con- 
sistently attacked its profits 
record and management. Few 
observers had expected the 
group to raise the stakes this 
high. Allied Colloids shares 
soared as the fight over the 
company mounted, and closed 


the day more than 16 per 1X111 
higher at 196ip. , 

Keith Elliott, .Hercules 
chairman and chief executive, 
said; “Our second final offer of 
195 p per share in cash is more 
than generous and . we are con- 
fident that shareholders will 
see it as such.” 

Hercules claimed its in- 
creased offer would still prove 
to be earni ngs^enbancing. An- 
alysis believe that to achieve this 
it would have to slash costs, 
which could bring severe job 
losses in the UK and the US. 

One analyst said: “Hercules 
are desperate to do a deal after 
losing out to Allied when they 
bought CPS (a US speciality 
chemi cals business) and to ICI 
for other chemical businesses. 
Ciba will have to think long and 
hard about trumping what is a 
very good price for Allied." 

• Industiy sources were sug- 
gesting last night that Ciba would 

be unlikely to go much higher 
that 195p if it did choose to weigh 
in with a hi gh er offer. The bid- 
ders are fi gh ting over Allied 
Colloid’s technology, which sep- 
arates particles from liquids 
and is used widely in water and 
sewage treatment as well as the 
textile and paper industries. 

On (look, page 21 


Far East turmoil will knock Diageo profits 


Diageo, the drinks giant formed 
by the merger of Guinness and 
Grand Metropolitan, yesterday 
became the latest casualty of die 
financial turmoil in the Far 
Hast The group warned that the 
collapse in the value of Asian 
currencies and the strength of 
the pound against the US dollar 
would cost it £200m. 

Profits at GrandMet and 
Guinness have already been hit 
by £140m in 1997, largely inline 
with the group’s own forecasts 
and analysts’ predictions. Dia- 
geo went further by forecasting 
another £60m shortfall in the 
first six months of this year. 

The main problem has been 


in Thailand, one of Diageo’s 
main markets in Asia. Analysts 
say the group traditionally makes 
profits of £50m-£60m in the 
country, but the slowdown in the 
local economy has caused annual 
ea ming*; (0 faff by Up tO £25lH. 
Customers have switched from 
higher margin brands such as 
Diageo's Johnnie W&Iker whisky 
to cheaper spirits. The faff in the 
Thai baht has also reduced 
revenues in sterling terms. 

Profits fa Korea rose fa 1997 
but Diageo admitted that profits 
began to fall fa the last quarter 
of the year. Gty observers believe 
the situation fa Asia could get 
worse before it gets better and 


profits could be hit even harder 
fa the second half of 1998. 

■Jbny Greener, Diageo’s joint . 
chairman, said: “During the last 
12 months market conditions 
have been fa line with expecta-' 
finn*. with the exception of UDV 
Asia Pacific, where current eco- 
nomic conditions have affected 
our business. However, profits for 
UDV Asia Pacific represent only 
8 per cent of Diageo^ proforma 
trading profit-" 

Analysts have already down- 
graded profits forecasts from 
around £2bn to around £1.85bn 
for the year to June. Diageo's 
shares closed down 2p at 563p. 

- Andrew Yates 



NFC sells truck unit 
to Volvo for £49m 


Stagecoach orders another 
£25m worth of trains 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Increased hopes of a 
share buyback at NFC, 
following the £49m sale of 
its BRS truck rental and 
contract hire business to 
Volvo, sent shares surging 
at the logistics and freight 
group. Terry MacaRster 
reports on the latest 
stage in its disposal 
programme. 
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More than 8.5 million NFC 
shares were traded and the 
stock rose 1 1 5p to 151.5p on the 
back of the increase in the 
group's cash mountain follow- 
ing the BRS disposal, the 
seventh asset sale in six months. 

The company flagged up 
the possibility of returning cap- 
ital to shareholders at the end 
of last year after unveiling a fall 
in pre-tax profits from £ 105.2m 
to £87. 8m for the 12 months to 
September 30. 

Yesterday it insisted that a 
definite decision on its cash pQe 
would not be made until June. 
Il said the Government's 
decision to scrap advance 
corporation lax had made the 
question more tricky. 

David Finch, the finance 
director, said: “There are three 
options: buying something: in- 
vesting in our organic business: 
or returning capital to share- 
holders. They arc all still very 
much under consideration," 
Nigel Utley, analyst with 
Greig Middleton, said the Vbfvo 


deal put the last piece fa a 
corporate restructuring aimed 
at improving profitability. “The 
shares have risen because NFC 
received a good price for the 
assets. It is also belated recog- 
nition of a share buyback." 

NFC floated on the stock 
market fa 1989 after a manage- 
ment buyout from the govern- 
ment seven years previously, has 
made it dear h is interested fa 
US acquisitions. But it has also 
held tentative - and so far fruit- 
less -merger talks with the UK- 
based Ocean Group. 

The new management team 
at NFC, headed by the chair- 
man Sir Christopher Bland, 
started its shakc-up with the 
£26m sale last year of its Lynx 
parcel delivery service. This 
was followed by the disposal of 
BRS car leasing and Pickford 
transport interests fa the US. 

The BRS truck rental activ- 
ities have been purchased by 
Volvo Contract Services (VCS), 
the ambitious Warwick-based 
subsidiary of the Swedish car 
and truck manufacturing giant. 

While analysts were sur- 
prised at the amount paid. 
Barrie Cload, managing direc- 
tor of VCS. said his company 
had got a good deal. “It is a 
perfect fit with our existing 
business and offers enormous 
potential," he said. 

He expectedto increase the 
number of trucks used by BRS 
and said his company was 
interested in other avenues of 
expansion, including insurance 
products. 


Ponerbrodk, the rolling stock leasing subsidiary of Stagecoach, 
the bus and train group, has decided to place a second spec- 
ulative train order worth an estimated £25 m. Stagecoach said 
the decision followed “significant interest” from train oper- 
ating companies after the company announced the first such 
order fa November last year. That order, for diesel multiple 
units (DMUs), was also worth £25m. 

Stagecoach said the new trains were expected to be deliv- 
ered fa early J999 and would be available to train operating 
companies on short-term rental agreements. It said Adtranz 
was the preferred bidder to build the two- and three-car DMUs. 


Woolwich may bid for bank 


Woolwich, the former building society, has emerged as one 
of a dozen candidates in the running to buy Credit Fonder, 
the ailing French bank. Dresdner Bank and Deutsche Bank, 
both of Germany, have also expressed interest, according to 
sources close to the negotiations. Credit Fonder is currently 
technically insolvent, and would need an injection of 4bn to 
5bn French francs (£400m to £500m) to turn it into a going 
concern, analysts said. The eventual purchaser will also have 
to repay FFr2.4bn to Caisse des Depots et Consignations, 
which last year bought 90 per cent of Credit Fonder shares 
at the French government's request. 
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Andersen counter-claim 


Andersen Consulting’s hopes of a swift end to its Sllbn 
(£6.7bn) dispute with its sister organisation Arthur Andersen 
receded yesterday after it emerged that the accounting firm 
would be claiming that significant legal complexities meant 
it needed more time to formulate a formal response to the 
P&ris arbitrators. While Andersen appears ready to break with 
the consulting arm that became a separate business in 1 989 
it is understood that in a formal counter-claim to be issued 
fa several weeks, it will be arguing that both equity and con- 
tract demand that it be heavily compensated. 


BNP joins Peregrine race 


Not to be missed! 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Turnover £ Pretax £ EPS Dividend 


The race to snap up the most lucrative parts of Peregrine 
Investment Holdings, the Hong Kong financial conglom- 
erate which went into liquidation last week, stepped up a 
gear yesterday as Banque National de Paris became the lat- 
est bank to enter the fray. The list of potential bidders also 
includes Donaldson Lufkin & Jenrette, Bankers Trust, the 
Bank of China, CTBC of Canada. Banco Santander and 
Banco Bilbao. 

A swift sale looks likely as Price Vfeterhouse, Peregrine’s 
liquidator, has asked for firm expressions of interest by the 
end of the week. “We are very encouraged by the response 
of so many high quality institutions," said Mark Elswood, man- 
aging director of Peregrine Securities UK. 
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Alldays plans 2,000 new shops 
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Alldays, the grocery store chain, yesterday disclosed plans 
to buy or open 2,000 new convenience shops in the next five 
years, employing more than 20,000 workers, many of whom 
would be part-time employees. Most of the new stores will 
be in the Midlands and the North of England. 

A lot ofthe outlets would be new openings, while some 
would be buyouts of existing family-run shops. The stores will 
be mostly situated in residential areas, with some onen M 
hours a day. Alldays owns more than 275 stores and ha* v? 
franchise outlets. . ^ 
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Swiss muscle in on Hercules’ bid 




OUTLOOK 

ON THE BATTLE FOR 
ALLIED COLLOIDS. 
MORE SPIRIT 
MERGERS AND 
THE PROBLEM 
WITH STERLING 


The year's dullest takeover battle has 
sprung spectacularly to life. Until yester- 
day morning the most interesting thing 
about Hercules’ bid for Allied Colloids was 
tbe improbable name of the former and 
the fact that the latter rhymes with haem- 
orrhoids. which is faintly appropriate for 
a company that makes its living by sepa- 
rating solids from liquids. In the space of 
eight hours the boys from Wilmington 
Delaware, with a little help from the Swiss 
chemicals group Ciba. managed to change 
all that. 

The US suitor began the day with a bid 
of 155p on the table. By the end of play 
.it had been forced to increase its final offer 
Pvice to 195p after the Swiss had stepped 
in and bought a 4.7 per cent stake. With 
Ciba now indicating it is prepared to top 
even I95p, Hercules will almost certainly 
find itself having to up the ante for a third 
time today. 

What kind of “speciality chemicals" 
does Allied specialise in exactly and is 
everyone in this three-cornered contest 
on them? A business that was bumbling 
along with a share price struggling to Slav 
above £1 a few months ago is suddenly 
about to be bought for more than twice 
that. Supposing the price inches up to 
£1.5bn. that represents nearly four 
times sales and an exit multiple in the 
mid-20s. 

Since 1 75p was deemed to be a loppy 
price, it is hard to see how Allied is worth 
this much. Bui there is a historv to 
Hercules and Allied. The Americans lost 
out lo Allied in the bidding for another 


US speciality chemicals business. CPS. a 
year ago. This time they are not to be out- 
manoeuvred. 

AM of which is good news for those with 
shares in Allied and the ha If dozen or so 
similar UK speciality chemicals com- 
panies. The twin drivers of globalisation 
and specialisation make it highly likely that 
more such businesses will he swallowed 
up as the industry's big players look for 
new products to pipe through ibeir dis- 
tribution chains. 

Whether it is quite such good news for 
jobs in Bradford is doubtful. Whoever wins 
the day will have their work cut out making 
Lhis acquisition earnings enhancing. It 
might just ahout be possible to accomplish 
the trick, but not without taking the axe 
to cosis with the same gusto that they are- 
piling on the price. 

Allied Domecq 
needs to act 

Ever since Guinness and Grand Metro- 
politan announced merger plans Iasi 
May. Allied Domecq has been under 
pressure from City investors and invest- 
ment bankers to do something similar. 
There is more to this than blind adher- 
ence to the me-too principle. 

Diageo is set to become a iruly awe- 
some distribution and marketing pow- 
er onee the full benefits nf the merger 
begin to show through a few years 
hence. Allied is number two iii the 
branded spirits market, but even if it were 


to merge its liquor interests with those 
of the next biggest player. Seagram, it 
would still not be as big as Diageo. 
Keeping .Allied as it is can no longer be 
□n option for Allied's chairman. Sir 
Christopher Hogg, and his chief execu- 
tive, Tony Hales. 

pie problem is that the available 
options for merger appear so limited. 
When Guinness and Grand Met tied the 
knot. Allied was left out in the cold; there 
. is no other sizeable British player of note 
left. Most international drinks companies 
that might make a credible partner for 
Allied are family controlled, including 
Seagram, the most likely bride. Even 
assuming one or other of these families 
could be persuaded to tolerate the 
necessary dilution, there would still be an 
issue of control and management to sort 
out. Tbe City would have a big problem 
with anything that might become captive 
to family control, even if that were 
through a minority’ shareholding. 

All the same, this may be the only path 
left open to Sir Christopher. Merely’ to set 
up a joint distribution agreement with 
Seagram probably doesn’t go far enough: 
such a limited arrangement would have 
neither the deep cost-cutting potential of 
the Diageo combination, nor would there 
be the same opportunity for coordination 
of marketing and cross subsidy in brand 
promotion. 

One alternative would be for Allied 
to sell the business outright for cash and 
channel the money into its leisure 
activities or return it to shareholders, but 


that surety would be a dreadfully de- 
featist route. Allied's liquor and drinks 
business is stilt number two in the 
world; it must be possible to do some- 
thing with ail that potential. Some- 
thing is precisely what Sir Christopher 
has to do. If he does nothing, the shares 
will head south again with speed. Not 
a comfortable position to be in. 

The horns of the 
Bank’s dilemma 

Is there no light at the end of the exchange 
rate tunnel for British exporters? Unfor- 
tunately noL As there is no single reason 
for the pound's strength, there is no com- 
pelling reason for it to fall any time soon. 

If greater domestic inflationary pres- 
sure in the UK, bringing the prospect of 
a widening interest-rate differential com- 
pared with other countries, were the only 
explanation for the high exchange rate, 
then the Bank of England could lance the 
boil by get Ling rates quickly to their peak. 

Unfortunately, it is only one reason 
among several, and the other influences 
can not be reversed so easily. They include 
the dollar slipstream effect and the more 
recent hedging against EMU effect. Both 
could keep sterling at painful levels. 

While indusny exaggerates the pain, 
the sustained exchange rate appreciation 
is probably starting to lake its toll on 
Britain's balance of payments! This will 
slow growth overalL but not necessarily 
domestic demand. 


Russian oil merger* 
eposes threat 
to BP and Shell 


Here is the Bank of England's 
dilemma. Does the external slowdown out- 
weigh the domestic inflationary push 
from wage growth and consumer spend- 
ing? Inflation is very likely to pick up again 
later this year just because of the lagged 
effects of pre-election laxness on interest 
rates. But how much more damage on the 
inflation front would be done by not raising 
raLes any further now? 

This is obviously a difficult judgement 
for members of the Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee to make. Tbe chances are that this 
year will see both weaker growth and ris- 
ing inflation, with relatively little tbe Bank 
can do about it. The Bank is also hand- 
icapped by a very optimistic inflation fore- 
cast. which means that once inflation 
begins lo overshoot it, the MPC will find 
it difficult to justify not raising interest 
rates even if this is thought the wrong 
thing to do. 

Perhaps the other economic figures out 
this week - retail sales and GDP - will 
settle things, but analysts are too prone 
to seeking a definitive answer from a sin- 
gle statistic. 

It is an intrinsically hard call to make. 
Raising rates by a quarter point in 
February and announcing that they have 
probably reached their peak might help 
Lake some of the steam out of sterling, 
though this plainly didn't do the trick for 
anything other than a brief period it was 
last tried in the summer. 

Perhaps the best policy would be for 
the MPC to adopt a wail and see ap- 
proach after all. 


A powerful merger 
of Russian oil giants, 
announced yesterday, 
threatens to damage 
the competing 
ambitions of Shell and 
British Petroleum in the 
former Soviet Union. 
Ferry Mocofcter reports. 


The. tie-up between Yukos Oil 
Sibneft. blessed in a formal 
- ceremony by Russian 

prime minister Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin, provides them with a 
strong platform to launch a 
takeover bid for Rosneft, the last 
jewel in the Russian oil crown. 

Both Shell and BP have de- 
clared their interest in Rosneft 
when it comes up for privati- 
sation later this year. Yukos and 
Sibneft, which had previously 
said they would make a joint bid 
for Rosneft, are now seen as 
major contenders. 

Shell, the world's largest 
private oil group, which an- 
nounced in November a 
strategic alliance with Russian 
gas behemoth Gazprotn, said its 
ambitions in the region re- 
valued un dimmed. 

' But a spokesman accepted 


the going would get tougher. 
He said; “We will be making a 
bid for Rosneft when the bid- 
ding process starts. But with in- 
creased deregulation in Russia 
we must expect there to be 
more competition." 

BP. which last year formed 
its own joint venture with 
Sidanko in Russia, also 
shrugged off the new threat. A 
spokesman said: “It makes no 
difference to us. We will still 
consider bidding lor Rosneft but 
our ambitions in Russia were 
never dependent on Rosneft." 

Nick Clayton, oil analyst 
with Kleinwort Benson, says: 
“By putting together a formal 
link. Yukos and Sibneft have 
definitely strengthened their 
hand in the forthcoming 
[privatisation] auction." 

Other Russian experts said 
the appearance of the prime 
minister at the conclusion of the 
merger talks is significant. They 
point out that Mr Cherno- 
myrdin, who consolidated his 
power in a cabinet reshuffle at 
the weekend. Ls in poll position 
for head of state should Presi- 
dent Yeltsin's health finally fail. 

With political considerations 
playing a large role in Russia's 
commercial life, the fate of 
Rosneft could be decided parity 


by Mr Chernomyrdin, who is 
close to Yuksi leaders. 

The Yukos- Sibneft merger, a 
first among top Russian com- 
panies. creates the largest oil 
group in the world in terms of 
proven reserves and the third 
largest in terras of oil production. 

But its financial position 
could be stronger and many an- 
alysts expect Yuksi. as the new 
venture will be called, ti • quickly 
find a new western partner. 
Talks have already taken place 
between Yukos and Amoco. Tex- 
aco and Elf Aquitaine have also 
been linked with the Russians. 

The Russian oil markets have 
been alive with corporate ma- 
noeuvring* since the govern- 
ment derided last year to end the 
restrictions on foreign companies 
holding more than a 15 percent 
stake in domestic groups. 

The Yuksi merger could also 
open up opportunities for well- 
financed Western oil companies 
as it could spark more oil sector 
consolidation as smaller firms 
struggle to compete with the big- 
ger ones to raise finance. 

“There is a good argument 
for saving this could be the start 
of further consolidation," said 
Jim Henderson, oil analyst with 
Renaissance Capital invest- 
ment bank in Moscow. 


Analysts divided as markets 
rebound throughout Asia 


Share prices and the 
value of currencies 
rose in Asia as brave 
forecasters declared 
that the markets had 
finally bottomed out, 
"^1 though most Asian 
A ‘•analysts remained 
sceptical. Stephen Vines 
in Hong Kong watched 
as spring came early 
. to the Far Eastern 
fr'arkets yesterday. 


Stock markets which were hit 
hardest registered the biggest 
gains. The Thai market gained 
almost 10 per cent, while the 
Malaysian market was up 9 per 
cent as Indonesia, Korea and 
Singaporemade gains of around 
6 per cent Hong Kong did not 
quite manage a rise of 6 percenL 
•DfiaJers-werc not able to 
absorb the news yesterday that 
European finance ministers 
plan to invite Michel Cam- 
dessus, managing director of 
,.lhe International Monetary 
* Fund (IMF) .to a future meet- 
tflg to discuss the economic 
crisis. Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


told reporters the leading in- 
dustrialised countries had to 
“help our Asian colleagues 
though the currency’ situa- 
tion.... We must discuss in the 
rMF how to avoid ibis 
happening again". 

In Thailand there were 
hopes of a relaxation of some 
of the conditions of the IMF" s 
$]7J!bn (£10-5bn) rescue pack- 
age. Tania Nimmanahaeminda, 
the Finance Minister, is in 
Washington for talks with senior 
IMF officials. He is also look- 
ing for additional loans to boost 
the country's depleted reserves. 

In Indonesia, where the gov- 
ernment appears to be knuck- 
ling under to the IMF's strict 
tutelage despite growing indi- 
cations of social unrest the 
financial markets were buoyed 
by news that five private Indo- 
nesian banks were to merge. 

Plans by Bank Internasional 
Indonesia, one of Indonesia s 
top three private banks, to 
merge with Bank Danang Na- 
sional and three smaller banks, 
were seen as a firm sign the 
country may be on the way to 
cleaning up its ailing financial 
industry. Most Asian markets 
are reporting an increase in 
international buying iaterest. 
Some of it is bargain -seeking 


while oiher imemaiional fund 
managers appear to be cover- 
ing short-term positions taken 
after betting on Asian markets 
declining furiher but finding 
them still rising modestly. 

Currencies failed to match 
the performance of the equity- 
markets but most .Asian cur- 
rencies gained against the 
dollar. The steady rise of ihe 
Japanese yen Ls providing en- 
couragement in the region. 

Although the market rises 
look impressive, the capitalisa- 
tion of most Asian stock mar- 
kets has fallen so low that even 
small scale buying can have a hig 
impact. In Hong Kong, where 
the market capitalisation is far 
higher than in most .Asian mar- 
kets outside Japan, individual 
stocks move erratically on rel- 
atively small volumes. 

Although the Hong Kong 
stock market registered a gain 
of 5.6 per cent, there was a 
tremor of disquiet following 
news of the closure ol a medi- 
um sized stockbroker. CA 
Pacific Securities. It is part of 
the listed Capital Asia croup. 
This is much smaller lhan the 
failure of Peregrine but pro- 
vided a reminder of the difli- 
cullies local stock brokers are 
facins. 


UBS executives to lose out as Swiss banking giant names new management 


SBC and UBS. the Swiss hanks 
merging in a EI5bn deal, will 
today reveal the names of up 
to 100 managers who will take 
the top jobs below board level 
in the new company. 

SBC executives are expected 


to fill the majority of the posLs. 
a development that Ls likely fur- 
ther to depress morale at UBS. 
which is widely believed to 
have lost out in the deal. 

After intense market spec- 
ulation. the two banks con- 


firmed last December they 
were lo merge. The move is ex- 
pected to cost around 3,500 City 
jobs, almost half of the banks’ 
combined London workforce. 

As well as losing out in tbe 
competition for top jobs. UBS, 


which has been besel by a var- 
iety of difficulties in recent 
months, is expected to bear the 
brunt of the redundancies. 

No details of job cuts are an- 
ticipated before early February, 
when the deal is due to be 


formally approved by UBS and 
SBC shareholders. 

But industry sources expect 
job losses to follow soon after 
the merger is officially ap- 
proved. 

- Lea Paterson 
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Foostie gain evaporates as strong pound hammers exporters 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


The rampant pound, once 
again riding above three Ger- 
man marks, is hammering 
what was once Britain's in- 
dustrial might. Exporters, par- 
ticularly engineers, felt the 
brum of the selling with Rolls- 
Royce. above 240p last month, 
diving 14p to 192p. 

GKN crashed 70p to l,148p; 
BTR found yet another low, off 
6p at 154p. and General Elec- 
tric Co lost 9p to 371 p. 

Among second-liners, Pitk- 
in gton cracked lOJp to 
1.04>5p. lowest for more than 
five years, as storks swirled that 
it was near to producing a prof- 
its warning. Finance director 
Andrew Robb denied any such 
intention. He was prepared to 
go along with the company's 
stockbroker. Cazenove, which 
six weeks ago cut its forecast 
to £110m, leaving a main- 
tained dividend uncovered. 

Mr Robb, who plans meet- 
ings with some investment 
bouses, bought 12,007 shares at 


108p: chairman Sir Nigd Rudd 
picked up lOU.OOfi at 107.5p. 

The increasing worries 
about sterling's impact on ex- 
porters' earnings killed what 
bad at one time looked like a 
strong Footsie display. 

With Far Eastern markets 
continuing to recover. Footsie 
quickly scored a 50.5 points 
gain and seemed to have the 
desire to close in on its 5.330.8 
peak. But with New York 
dosed enthusiasm evaporated 
and by the close the gain had 
been eroded to 10.5 at 5-273A 

Drugs did their best to 
give the stock market a shot in 
the arm. The sector rose more 
than 5 per cent as stories of a 
Smith Kline Beecham deal 
dominated activity. The drugs 
giant, according to rumours 
rife in the US, is on the verge 
of a product alliance, perhaps 
even a merger, with American 
Home Products. Although the 
companies refused to com- 
ment SB surged 61 p to 743p. 


injecting life into Glaxo Well- 
come (52p at l.b.VJp) and 
Zeneca |72p lo !297p). Glaxo 
also drew strength from a US 
presentation. 

Rumoured corporate activ- 
ity. with the inevitable stoty of 
a mega-bid heing lined up. cre- 
ated much of the days action. 

Allied Domecq jumped 2lp 
to 568p as the story of a deal 
with Seagram was given another 
whirl and GRE. the insurance 
group, rose 13.25p in 368p on 
talk of a Continental strike. 
Ladbroke, accompanied by 
Hilton Hotels bid speculation, 
improved 7.75p to 2'j.S.75p, 
and Woolwich, with almost all 
the big money groups in the 
frame, pul on 5p to 340p. 

Much of the session's real 
takeover action involved Allied 
Colloids, the chemical group 
unloved and unwanted at 
101.5p in November. The 
shares rose ZSp to l^^p as 
Hercules of the US and Ciba 
of Switzerland dashed for con- 


trol. Underlining the neglected 
value on the markets under- 
card. Bluebird, the toys group, 
rose 27_5p to 1 I15p as Sir Ron 
Brierley's Guinness Peat 
slapped in a £42m offer, 101 p 
a share. The hid was promptly 
denounced by Bluebird. 

Astec iBSRl, the electron- 
ic equipment group, added 6p 
to !17p after its independent 
directors rejected a lllp-a- 
share offer from the controlling 
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shareholder, Emerson Elec- 
tric, as “wholly inadequate”. 

Blue chips with little Far 
Eastern exposure, such as 
Railtrack and Whitbread, 
moved ahead. Utilities also 
benefited from the flight to 
domestic shares. 

Another raft of festive trad- 
ing statements had a mixed 
reception. Body Shop Interna- 
tional ended lOp lower at 
I27,5p. while Thorntons hard- 
ened 9p to 279p. Blade Leisure 
fell 13p to 472p. 

Somerfield, where take- 
over rumours hover, weakened 
8pto237_5p. Interim figures 
are due today; around £56m 
against £54 .6m, is expected 
Cairn Energy held at 445p 
as a hovering line of 2.3 mil- 
lion shares was cleared at 
440p. United Energy, with pre- 
sentations planned, was un- 
changed at 18-5p- 

Aijo Wights Appleton, die 
paper and packaging group, 
fell lOp to I47p; Dresdner 


Kleinwort Benson reduced its 
profits forecast from £241m to 

£220m. Tate & Lyle, the sugar 

group, rose 8p to 533p; 
NatWest Securities pushed its 
profits estimate 5 per cent 
higher to £263m. 

BSfayB had a fuzzy time, on 
31 Jp to 37&5p, a two-year 

k>w. European reguJatoiy con- 
cerns and worries about 
prospects did the damage. 
BZW cut its profits forecasts 
from £295m to £290m and 
from £400m to £ 320 m_ 

Pottery shares were 
chipped as worries about the 
industry’s prospects deepened 
Churchill China feU 17.5p to 
411L5p and Royal Donlton lOp 
to 198.5p. 

Food group John Lusty 
rose 0,75p to 8.75p f after 

9 J!5p) in brisk turnover. 

Aston Villa stumbled 49p to 
653.5p after Saturday’s 5-0 
demolition by Blackburn 
Rovers. Chelsea Village fell 3p 
to 100j5p. 


taking stock 

protens Intematiomd, the 
healthcare group, rose 23P to 
83p as the Irish offered 
^hat could be a break- 
through for its BSE 
diagnostic system. 

A l6$-strong ‘ppennarfeet 

Mtain is selfish BSE tested .. 
and labelled beef. Hie tests 
are carried out by a Protens 
licensee at its laboratoiy - 
outside Dublin* Beef 
carcasses are examined 
for £20 a time with royalties 
paid to Protens. ‘ 


Aromascan fell 2*Sp to 12p. It 
confimed a nominee com- 
pany had sold a 4.9 per cent 
stake. The deal took place on 
the day Aromascan said it . 
knew of no reason for any 
share weakness. 


Versailles, a trade finance 
group, should lift profits by 
more £2m to £ 7 -2m this 

year and £2zn to £9m next, 
believes stockbroker leather 
& Greenwood- The shares are 
47.5 p. 
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Paying foreign investors to build 
factories here doesn’t make sense 



- -% : 


HAMISH 
McRAE 
ON THE 
ECONOMICS 
OF INWARD 
INVESTMENT 


Should we really be giving all that 
money to the Koreans to come 
and build factories here? The 
question has been given a hard 
edge in the last few days with the 
evident retreat from Europe by 
Korea in the face of mounting 
troubles back home. And of 
course it is not just Korea about 
which we should be asking the 
tough question. 

Does it make sense now - 
whatever the arguments in the 
past- to subsidise inward foreign 
investment at all? After all, the 
economy is generating plenty of 
jobs. Airy money given to some 
foreign firm has to be taken from 
British taxpayers, including 
British companies, and so 
reduces their ability to compete 
in the world. And many compa- 
nies are perfectly happy to invest 
in the likwithout large subsidies 
to bribe them to do so. 

This last point is the best start- 
ing place because nothing here 
should be taken as an argument 
against inward foreign invest- 
ment,^ which should be welcomed. 
Indeed cross-border investment 
b one of the main ways in which 
technology management know- 
how is transferred around the 
world, and therefore an ab- 
solutely crucial element in the 


wealth-creation process. The ar- 
gument is against excessive sub- 
sidies to encourage investment, 
and maybe all subsidies which 
favour incomers rather than ex- 
isting corporations. 

Fust, to put the importance 
of inward investment in per- 
spective. gla n ce at the graphs. On 
the left you can see the way in 
which outward investment has 
soared since 1990, but inward in- 
vestment has not risen much. We 
should not think of ourselves as 
particularly relying on inward in- 
vestment; it is merely one side of 
the balance sheet and currently 
the smaller side. 

Next, look where the money 
is coming from, We think of in- 
ward investment as being prin- 
cipally from Japan and more 
recently Korea, for these are the 
countries building the big car and 
electronics plants. Actually the 
lkra’sshare of inward investment 
comes from North America. In 
1996 (see middle graph) it was 
almost double the flow from the 
entire European Union. The 
flow from other developed 
nations, countries like Japan 
and Australia, was quite small, 
while the rest of the world, 
which includes Korea, is tiny. 

If you look at the total stock 
of foreign investment, rather 
than the flow in any one year. 
North America and the EU 
again dominate (right-hand 
graph). Actually the largest single 
set of investments, by country, 
were those of the US. which ac- 
counted for 39 per cent of the 
total, while the Netherlands was 
second at 15 per cent, ahead of 
Switzerland. Germany, Australia 
and France. Only then came 
Japan, the seventh biggest. 

Why then do East Asian 
investors gather so much pub- 
licity? Why is it regarded as a dis- 
aster if some Japanese company 
decides to build a factory in 
France instead of coming here ? 
Why do prime ministers trudge 
down to South Wales to open 
Korean factories? 

I think it is partly because of 
the sums of public money tn- 


Who invests in Britain 


Net investment flows 
£ Wilton 



1990 91 92 93 94 95 96 


vo (veil If taxpayers' money is be- 
ing given to a foreign company, 
from a country with a record of 
dubious financial disclosure, 
politicians have to make a big play 
of it or they would be accused of 
wasting taxpayers' money. 

It is also a story, in the sense 
that it is culturally interesting to 
have East Asian work practices 
applied in the UK to see how well 
we adapt to them. And the very 
foreigner of an Asian investor is 
more obvious than that of a 
European or North American 
one - particularly since much of 
the European and North Amer- 
ican investment is by acquisition 
rather than by building a green- 
field factory. 

We all know that Toyota is 
Japanese. How many people 
oulside the financial community 
know that Rowntree is now 
Swiss? (For that matter how 
many people know that Burger 
King Is British, not American?) 

At first sight there seems a 
vast difference between acquir- 
ing an existing enterprise and 
building a new factory, but the 
difference is more apparent than 
real. Toyota. Nissan and Honda 
build factories, while BMW 
bought Rover. But if you look at 
the actual sums expended, most 
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of BMW's investment has not 
been the actual purchase but the 
funds it has pumped into im- 
proving the product range and 
the factories. Wc get the fends 
and the technology transfer in 
just the same way as we would 
had BMW built on a new site. W: 
just don't have to pay so much 
in “incentives". 

The case for paying these in- 
centives surely turns on three 
main thin gs; that jobs are created 
in places where they’ are most 
needed; that new skills arc de- 
veloped and that if we didn't 
have these incentives the business 
would go somewhere else. 

The first argument has 
seemed particularly powerful 
recently. During the 1980s. with 
high unemployment generally 
and very high unemployment in 
“old" industrial areas, there 
seems a powerful need to create 
jobs in places (ike South Wales, 
the middle bell of Scotland and 
the North of England. These are 
the main regions which have re- 
cently been fighting each other 
to get new investment 

Now, while gre3l disparities 
of job opportunity still exist. the 
pockets of unemployment are 
just that: small (but sadly deep) 
areas of very high unemployment 


quite dose to areas of strong job 
growth. Overall unemployment, 
of course, is still falling to levels 
which would have seemed ex- 
tremely optimistic a decade ago. 
The jobs argument, therefore, is 
much weaker than it used to be. 

New skills? Well, yes, to some 
extent. But we should ask our- 
selves whether the s kills to work 
on an electronic factory pro- 
duction line are really appropri- 
ate. Are these exploiting our 
comparative advantage as a na- 
tion? The attention to training by 
foreign -owned firms may be 
generally better than that of 
U K-owned ones ( though that is 
not proven), but if the jobs are 
not secure then all the training 
in the world is pointless. The jobs 
in Korean companies here are 
self-evidently not secure. 

Finally, what if the jobs went 
elsewhere? It is a Lough question 
because the loss of jobs is visible, 
whereas Lhe costs of getting 
those jobs is invisible. But at some 
price you are surely better to save 
the money, have the jobs go to 
France or Spain, and cut taxes on 
British companies instead. Re- 
member. Korea and Japan do 
not pay UK companies large 
sums to come into their market, 
and for very good reason. 
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Colette Bowe has turned from gamekeeper to 
poacher by taking the top job at Robert 
Fleming's retail asset management businesses, 
following her abrupt departure last year from 
the top of the Personal Investment Authority 
(P1A). 

Ms Bowe was miffed that she wasn't 
offered a better job in the new regulatory struc- 
ture, represented by Howard Davies’s Fin- 
ancial Services Authority (FSA) -so she ruled 
herself out of the running for an FSA job. 

Instead, this April she will become 
executive chairman of Save & Prosper and its 
continental fund arm, Fleming Fund Man- 
agement (Luxembourg). She will supervise 
£10bn in funds under management on behalf 
of half a million private investors. 

So what other jobs was she offered before 
plumping for S&P? “I can deny that Roy 
Evans, manager of Liverpool was ever in any 
danger." It emerges that La Bowe is an ardent 
Liverpool supporter, although she is less 
than impressed by their performance this sea- 
son: “They’re malting a pig’s ear of the title.” 

Does she miss the PIA? “Daily, yes." 
Then she admits the truth. “No. No is the 
answer.” Although she does have a sneaking 
nostalgia for working in London’s Docklands, 
she says. She thinks the FSA will do very well 
as “Howard Davies has a very good team”, but 
says there was never a job broad enough for 
her at the new place after her four years at 
the helm of the PIA. 

And any last comments on the vexed 
issue of pensions miss-selling? “I left the PIA 
some time ago - Tam simply out of touch [with 
that subject).” A nice place to be. 

Still at Robert Fleming, its top ofl analyst and 
director is Alan Marshall, whose interests at 
present are closer to home. Having recently 
moved to a new des res on the Essex/Suffolk 
borders, he has discovered black gold at the 
bottom of his garden. 


The not altogether welcome discovery 
ram,- following his repeated attempts to fill 
his oil-fired central heating tank - to no avail 
Every Hmp the tank was filled, it would 
appear to be empty just days later. Mr Mar- 
shall soon deduced there was a leak - leav- 
ing impressive deposits of oil under bis 
garden. 

Mr Marshall has yet to put a net worth on 
the deposits. 

Bill Harrison, aka Attila the Brum, or “Kaiser 
Bill” as be has been dubbed by colleagues 
following his move to Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, says he is still negotiating his con- 
tract as vie* chairman of the investment bank. 

Mr Harrison was at DMG’s City offices 
yesterday, finalising details of his contract. 
Apparently, he spent the weekend ringing 
round various company bosses trying to drum 
up new business. 

The affable Midlander will play a key role 
in the merger of Deutsche’s commercial 
banking side with the DMG investment bank- 
ing business, and will eventually head up 
DMG’s corporate advisory operations. 
Deutsche’s top brass may give the green light 
for the overhaul as soon as today, when the 
10-strong “\bistand” meets. 

Mr Harrison says he is “strongly behind” 
the proposals, which include the dropping of 
the Morgan Grenfell name. 

He says that be was first approached by 
DMG “very early on” - soon after he left BZW 
last October. He also had approaches from a 
variety of European and US banks and con- 
sidered starting his own advisory boutiqne. 

On his decision to go to DMG: “I just took 
my time. The bank structure and what they 
were crafting for me was a good fit.” 

There is potential for an interesting con- 
frontation amid the snow-capped peaks of 
Davos in Switzerland at this year’s 'World Eco- 
nomic Forum the weekend after next. 

Not only is Bill Gates, the Microsoft boss 
and America’s richest man. due to attend, but 
also nearly all the people who are attacking 
his dominant position in computer software. 

Forget the Asian finan cial crisis. Davos 
could rapidly become a “get Bill” forum. 

Mr Gates’s main opponent is deputy at- 
torney general Joel Klein, who is prosecuting 
Microsoft on behalf of the US Justice Depar- 
tment for alleged abuse of its market position. 
The row centres on Microsoft’s “bundling” of 
its internet browser with its standard PC soft- 
ware. Windows 95- 

Then there is a trio of Silicon Valley bosses 
who routinely attack Microsoft’s practices and 
accuse it of retarding technical innovation in 
the market place. They are Lany Ellison of 
Oracle, Scott McNealy of Sun Microsystems 
and Marie Andreessen, chief technical officer 
of and founder of Netscape. 

Mr Gates might be test advised not to 
wander too far off piste. 
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Art by Langlands & Bell 
"Frozen Sky 1997" 
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LtoswThai Acc S27G 9868 18 

ItearvAar 12200 0930 184 I 

NAmSmCoSIfecAcc 2S80 25QS0 000 

KAmanCoMednc 23 V00 M6E0 000 I 

fhhVnaiGem 3B30 33810 000 

MhAmarSOenAcc 30940 38200 000 

PacOc Boar K720 S88D ICC 

PacOcBasMcc S7D0 IB 750 102 

Procter tempi 20840 21430 2B4X 

SstOy Ftoa 0930 «60 14) 

SrrfcCos&Rcvry 58B50 598*0 U8 

Sn*Cos5RecAcc 78550 83740 188 

lk Eery toe eaeo 1797 a 336 

UK Equity Gwtti 21270 22830 212 

UK Growth 0690 M46P t ATX 

IK Growth ACC 1X00 0520 147 

WwWeGwttl 40450 43Q40 042 

WvktoQwttlAcc 5887D 63700 042 

Newton Fund Hanaean Ltd 
2 Feoteal Sauaro. EJn bwrgh EHI 9SU 
CSenta 0809AM&L BrotoV 0500 M0090. 
DeoJlog, 0500 44980S 
kitsrnec hfc i inato iift ani n mi* 

AneHcwi Gwtti Acc 6829 7052 000 

Anaalcan Qwth toe 6577 6995 000 

Bnoge r&48 B60* 202 

Cash ACC 7337 7337 685 

Cattitoc 5056 5058 665 

DeatMor *E3i 1*075 I82X 

Euopaan 7844 tan* 000 

teaman 0136 07 

□anaral 3G686 wppg ina 

OanorB Acc 27236 28973 106X 

Qwth Acc 17929 teO.73 104 

Growth toe 17145 ttP-Hi 104 

•W toe ACC 9572 9927 383 

Kona* tocome 4396 4a35 383 

toCon* 35450 373® 242X 

hB Bond 0590 M437 441X 

tat ftowsh 4511 4796 ODO 

Japan 3*22 2976 000 

Olantal tH69 T5243 oar 

Ormaittcc 10958 0657 OS 

Nertharn Rock Unit Ihiati Ltd 
Bcbnaa Honn. Renent Centro Gosbrth 
N maen e tte irooa Tyne NE3 JNGi 
TUttamtaSlul 

Hcttimcane 580) iw 53® 

UK Growth 13740 U940 248X 

Pn i ilrnHfir UnhTnats Ltd 
51-M Ward >82, IKarcL Stttx, IQ I 2DL 
I FA DeolEnt 0343 835505 
Client PteSox 0345 835500 

17380 f&DO 180 fCathHaren t7180 XSL30 82B 


Bloomberg 


CMh teen Ace 
Dtttoutton Acc 
Oahtmaon toe 
ejwy 
Eottytoc 
Empaon 
Giobai Onmn 
hfi^i home 
tot Growti 
todSmalDo* 


Sol Buy YU 

12570 1®32 820 

14261 K77B 484 
IS04 12336 464X 

039* 1B84 152 

«73B Tl*» 370 
39183 38458 OSX 

087B 0636 191 

*)8fl6 1081 *41 X 

2320* 2*685 Q99X 
8733 0094 093 I 

06S TB70 ODD 1 
49S 5145 184 

5082 5294 72DX 

3U94 32249 087 

7881 BUT 179 
5067 5273 55® 

12087 QS5B 150 
14894 C851 1B7X | 

BOSS 19890 181 



Corpora* tocome 
Deuschnali Has 
European 
Foodwl Hud 
GtobtoBond 
toneumem That 
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20217 (MO) 
8124 (Hd) 
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IK Growth BfiiS 13890 Ifii 
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rmi jia 

C l a h a rthi ■■ 8800727770 
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Otea Ikagcn 52*2 a7 / jjzj 
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Extra hcorna GBti 7184 489 
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NewEunpe 4926 0*0 000 
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LKEfnregUcDm tXQO 8*0 
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BMC® 29070 30820 
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OQC Ftwxfc 
17194 (Ud) 000 
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tocAdvrUgeAcc 5*86 5526 
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MBnoped Ace 7184 76S 
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PremartocAcc 0222 6440 

LK&ttyQwthAcc S690 0480 

UKEqtymXteC toe 5353 5676 
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C^te^Whhtegte-LNor, 

Ema* nalgiWodroc M BU 
P»n Growth Acc 12931 casi 

Pan toe ftotector TOT? 1S77 
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PF5 UOndBTncMng D&a 
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MOTOR RA CING 


Hill unhappy 
with Jordan’s 
parity policy 


Jordan rolled out their 
car for the 1998 Formula 
One season yesterday, 
but the pomp was 
punctured by Damon 
Hill^s misgivings at not 
being the No I driver 
with his new team. 

Deride AUsop reports. 


The ghosts of seasons past re- 
visited Damon Hili yesterday as 
he sought a future of revived 
hope and success. 

Hill, the former Formula 
One world champion, may have 
been regarded as tbe obvious top 
of the bill for Jordan-Mugen- 
Honda, even on a stage shared 
with the team’s new car, which 
was lowered from the roof of 
London's Royal Albert Hall ac- 
companied by music and danc- 
ing from the Cirque du SoleiL 

However, Eddie Jordan, the 
team principal, insisted the 
British driver would be sharing 
equal status with his partner this 
year and Hill could not contain 
his disquiet. 

Not least, perhaps, because 
his new team-mate is Ralf Schu- 
macher, younger brother of 
MichaeL Suddenly all the old 
phobias seemed to be dosing in 
on Hill with the opening race in 
Melbourne eight weeks away. 

“To win in Formula One you 
have to beat Michael Schu- 
macher, who has his entire team 
working on his behalf." Hill 
said. “Lf you have limited re- 
sources it is important to direct 
them in the right way. Ralf is 
keen to be up from and so am 
1. To seriously get the best and 
most competitive performance 
you need the attention Michael 


had at Benetton and now has at 
Ferrari, and maybe that is to the 
benefit of everyone in the team." 

Hill has consistently main- 
tained that his 1995 World 
Championship challenge was 
undermined by Williams' refusal 
to subject David Coultbard to 
team orders and the thorny is- 
sue has reappeared even before 
he has driven a lap for Jordan. 

Ralf Schumacher, after only 
one season in Formula One has 
a reputation as an uncompro- 
mising competitor and for all the 
expressions of unity, there ap- 
pears little doubt that Jordan will 
be the scene of one of the sea- 
son's more intriguing sub-plots. 

Jordan, who had to bring 
Schumacher and his former 
team-mate, Giancario Flsichel- 
la into line after a collision last 
season, still believes in the mer- 
its of healthy rivalry, arguing that 
parity is both fair and productive. 

"What Damon has said heie 
is what he said right at the start 
of our discussions, but what 
Michael does is Michael's busi- 
ness." he said. “At Jordan no in- 
dividual is greater than the 
team. Williams do not have a 
No 1 . but they knew it would be 
stupid not to get one of their dri- 
vers to help if the other was in 
the position to win the title. 
That's good team tactics. 

“I’m not dictatorial I gave 
Ralf assurances about this and 
both will help each other, in fair- 
ness to both. If one has the pos- 
sibility of winning a race or 
championship, the other will 
help. We have to be reasonable." 

Hill attempted to deflect 
any tension with a little humour. 
“So far so good. I've explained 
to Ralf that Queen Victoria was 
married to a German, so we’re 
all half-German!" he said. 



CRICKET 


Time is running 
out for Ambrose 


Maddy and 
James spark 
scoring spree 


$ron 
/it h 


The West Indies selectors 
have some tough choices 
to make when they meet 
today. Tony Cozier, in 
Kingston, believes they 
will resist the temptation 
to make major changes 
for the first Test against 
England. 


With Barbados five short of 


Show time: Jordan’s new car makes a dramatic entrance yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


“It's going to be good with 
Ralf. There's no one out there 
who wants to beat Michael 
quite like Ralf does, so we 
should make a good team." 

Schumacher seemed be- 
mused by that comment and 
wished it to be known he was 
“not only Hying to beat Michael". 
He added: “It will be a good re- 
lationship. We are going for the 
same aims -good results. I have 
a lot to leam from Damon." 


Jordan is hoping Hill's ex- 
perience will provide the key to 
unlock the team's maiden grand 
prlx win after seven seasons of 
promise. He hails his new car - 
which bears a hornet's logo in 
place of a serpent - as the best 
the team have produced. 

“I won’t get sucked into say- 
ing we'll get our first win this 
season," Jordan said, “but we do 
have a car capable of winning. 
If the leam continue to put in 


ion per cent effort. I am sure 
we’ll be very close.” 

Hill's immediate concern is 
in get to grips with the car for 
the first time since last season. 
“My ambitions are high and 
I’m straining at the leash to get 
buck in the car.” he said. “I'll now 
more about our prospects when 
I’ve started testing in Barcelona 
later this week. But I’d be very- 
unhappy' if 1 went through the 
season without a win." 


Curtly Ambrose's form and 
match fitness are cause for con- 
cern for the West Indies selec- 
tors as they meet here today to 
choose the squad of 13 for the 
first Test against England, start- 
ing at Kingston’s Sabina Park on 
Thursday week. 

It is unthinkable that Am- 
brose’s name will be missing 
when their list is released. His 
reputation, based on 307 Test 
wickets, 117 of them against 
England at just under 20 runs 
apiece, affords him an immedi- 
ate psychological advantage. 
His experience is also an in- 
valuable asset to a team shak- 
en by their recent 3-0 thrashing 
by Pakistan and under an untest- 
ed new captain, Brian Lara. 

However, the tall Antiguan 
is now 34, was incapacitated by 
a back strain that caused him to 
leave the Pakistan tour early and 
in his two matches in the do- 
mestic President’s Cup over 
the past two weekends be has 
been a shadow of the assassin 
who has so often demolished 
England. 

His problems were starkly in 
evidence in his latest match for 
the Leeward Islands against Bar- 
bados at Kensington Oval scene 
of some of his most memorable 
performances, such as his match- 
winning 8 for 45 in 1991 against 
England. Throughout, he con- 
fined himself to a shorter run 
and. apart from one typically test- 
ing spell at the start of the sec- 
ond day. lacked his old zip. 


terson Thompson, the burly 
fast bowler who is one of the 
game’s more authentic No 1 Is, 
at the crease, Ambrose was 

given the second new ball to pol- 
ish thing s off. Instead, he was 
twice smashed to the cover- 
boundary by Thompson and 
sprayed the ball down the leg 
side for four byes that levelled 
the scores. He also repeatedly 
overstepped the front crease. 

Never previously bothered 
by nobalk Ambrose has now de- 
livered 49 in his 47 overs this sea- 
son. It is a dear sign that his 
rhy thm, such an essential element 
in a fast bowlefs action, especially 
his own, is defective at present 

He still has one more Pres- 
ident’s Cnp match, against 
Lara's Trinidad and Tbbago, to 
get things right and England 
have enough respect for him not 
to take anything for granted. For 
West Indians, his recent decline 
— he managed one wicket from 
44 oversin the Tests in Pakistan 
and has taken only five wickets 
so far this season — is unnerving. 

While Ambrose has strug- 
gled, his long-time accomplices, 
Qnirtney'VVhlshand Ian Bishop, 
have been among the wickets in 
the Preadenfs Cup. Three of the 
new generation of speed men, 
Franklyn Rose, Nixon McLean 
and the ieft-armer Pedro Collins, 
have also strutted their stuff im- 
pressively and another, Merv 
Dillon, has recovered from a 
strained elbow and plays for 
Trinidad and Tobago against 
the Leewards this weekend. 

So the selectors have options 
among the bowlers, though 
they are unlikely to take them 
up just yeL In the batting, they 
have few and are likely to stick 
with an order that is well-known 
to Mike Atherton and his men. 
WEST INDIES (Pratabla T tat squad): B 
Ljra (earn). S CampbflL S WMbuk. C Hoop- 


The England A manager, Gra : 
ham Gooch, and lie «oach, 
Mike Gattinft both Wore con- 
tented smiles yesterday, after 
Darren Maddy’s century m-‘ 
spired England .A a ga i n s t a. - 
Colts XI in Colombo. 

On the opening day of their 
thiee-day match, the tourists 
produced an impressive batting 
display to reach an imposing 373 
for 9 at the close. . • 

Gooch and Gading had re- 
minded the sideof the disciplines 
required to succeed in Sri Lan- 
ka after Saturday’s disappointing 

de feat against the President^ XL 
Yesterday, instead of struggling 
to combat the spinners —a ma- 
jor factor in their weekend set- 
back - they dominated so much ‘ 
that the opposition captain, Sajit 
Kalgvitigoda, was forced to re- 
call his main fast bowler; Saresh 
Perera, to protect his slow 
bowlers from more punishment 

Leading the run spree once 
again was Leicestershire's Mad- 
dy, who followed up his career 
best 202 in the drawn first-class 
match against Kenya a fortnight 
ago by hitting a superb 101. 

Steve James put his disap- 
pointing early tour form behind 
him to score a determined 66 
while both Ashley Giles and 
James Ormond produced a se- 
ries of flamboyant late-order 
strokes to ensure that England 
reached a challenging total .af- 
ter their captain, Nick Knight, 
had fallen early. 

Rnst day o( Owe; CoBsX! won toss 
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ENGLAND ft - Hrst Uwtaat 
3 P James at OHian b Rajan .. 


3y run out 


tOC Nash n« out 

D B Brown C M a ids b Da gva 

AFGhatunout 

J Ormond not ad 

DA Castor not out 


WEST UHMES (Probable 1M 
Lara (capQ, S Compbel, S Wten 
et S ChandamauL J Mans, D Wi 
I Btehop. C Ambrose, F Renta, f 
Holder, R Lflwis. 


flora, BO osera) ■ 373 

Fad: 1-17. 2-TB. 3-«7. 4-221 5-30. 6-231 7-28* 
8-302.3-348 

Bowing: Surest) fterera 17-7-68-2: GaBaga 12- 
1-58-1; De Siva 24-6-97-0; Rajan 27-6-131-2: 

Kotavitigoda 10 - 0 - 22-01 

SRt LANKAN COUS XI: *S Katwfflgotil B Edn- 
mera. S Fernanda Sampaih ferara, M Msnd* 
A Poionontta. IT M DHiart B De Swa. Suesh 
flwws. N Rajan. I GaMga 
Umptrac S Airorastnflhe and J W Bo«*i 
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NAME 


Mr Brady 
Mr M Ward 



Today we publish the updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League. 
The player scores are for all League games 
played until Sunday January 18th. The 
league table includes all scores up to 
January II th. Neither set of scores includes 
results from the FA Cup. The manager 
who is the overall winner will win a trip to 
the world cup finals in France next Sum- 
mer. 


Every time one of your players score you get four points. There 
are four points fora keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet. If a player scores the winning goal, i.e.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is final. Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point, if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point is awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 
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INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


LEAGUE TABLE 


GOALKEEPERS 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 12 JANUARY 


TEAM 


POINTS 


Mr I Boyle 
Mr A Wingrove 
Mr T Lyons 
Mr D Baker 
Mr B Sari 
Mr B Sari 
Mr D Aston 
Mr C King 
Mr P Tufler 
Mr D Evans 
Mr J Cox 
Mr Archer 
Miss Lisa Wild 
Mr S Scott 


Mr JMcCrossam 
MrD Edmington 


Mr S Scott 
Mr D Aston 
Mr G Bell 
Mr I Brown 
Mr D Baker 
Mr G Bell 
Mr A Choudi 
Mr K Boyle 
Mr C Thomas 
Mr G Ford 


Wembley Bounders 
Tonyfs Boys 
Dianafs Demons 
Deja Vu 

Simply The Best 
The Untouchables 
Billy Boyfs 2nd Seven 
Seeking Victory 
Pin Ups 4 

Boothen End Old Boys 
Southville FC 
No Wright 
Amaretto FC 
Unbeatable 
Washed Up Army 
Edmo Utd 
Look Lively 
Team A40 
The Dream Team 
Billy Boyis 3rd [| 
Stunning Stunts 
pie Hoofers 
Dead Heat 
The Hairy Monsters 
Nicky's 9th II 
Clogston Rovers 
Scunthorpe Extras 


.4X> Seaman 
30? Lukie 
3W Manniocer 
MS Btsaicb 
3ft> Oates 
an Wren 
.108 Lesse 
30° Flowers 
33U FiUji 

33? Bran-HfOil 
334 tX- Gmt 
. 4.45 Crp>ias’ 

3> j Oerucnic 
337 Hcdnun 
3.48 Noth 
3.*9 Day 
340 

M3 H'juli 

344 Soalhafi 

345 Crerrard 

346 Maiivn 

347 Bouncy 
343 Keller 

349 Poole 

350 James 

353 WSmer 

354 Sebcicichcl 

355 Van Per Gouw 

356 Given 

357 Hstop 

358 Pressman 

359 Thytor 

360 Ucasam 

363 WMfarr 

364 Bardsat 

365 MiUotlu 
3b6 Sullivan 


I 46 4.0 

0 n 1.0 
n u vn 

1 36 4.11 

0 7 15 

5 31 1.0 

n 1 : 1.0 

5 46 5.2 

0 12 15 

1 51 IJ 

1 56 IjU 

0 rt l.fl 

0 37 2-1 

1 10 III 

0 n 1.0 

II U IJ) 
5 56 IJ 

II 0 1.6 

0 24 3.0 

ii 4 15 

0 50 3J 

1 1 IJ 

5 40 25 
(I 0 15 

5 58 35 

0 n 121 

0 68 55 

0 0 IJ 

il 26 25 

1 15 25 

1 41 3J) 
U 0 15 

U 0 1X1 

0 45 3.4 
5 6 1.0 

0 13 15 

5 49 2.7 


DEFENDERS 


Mr I McCnossam 
Mr r Cridlannd 
Mr K Boyle 
Mr C Hepscead 
Mr A Cunningham 
Mr T Robson 
Mr S Man 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr D Ackroyd 
Mr I Hayes 
Mr S Walter 


Unthorpe Rovers 

Washed Up Armv 


Washed Up Army 
PDC2 


Mr 5 Water 


Mr I Cox 
MrM Ewins 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr A Mitchell 
Mr A Mitchell 
Mr J Costello 


Whlpp'it Town Cults 
Viva Baby Jo 
The Zebra 
PJ United 
Rebecca Rovers 
Mikes C Team 
(adds Lads 
Early Birds 
Daniels United 
Retro Rovers 


I've Started But Ifil Finish 709 


Mikes A Team 
The Eye For It 
Nursery Park Rovers 
The Sky Blue B Team 


400 boon 
403 Upson 
4W RJW 

405 Gnmcfnli 

406 WnUcrburn 

407 BouM 

408 Adams 

409 Kenwn 
430 Suumcm 

433 South gmc 

434 Ehiogu 

435 Ndsoo 

436 Wnchi 

437 Scimeci 

438 Grayson 

439 Moses 
4411 Amfcbr 

443 Tbompsoa 

444 Khan 

445 Here 

446 Lc Sana 
■447 Coin hub 
448 Hwulrv 
44V Kcnna 
45l) Hcndvtz 

453 Vfcfciy 

454 Anlcroon 


1 36 25 

I I 111 
? 50 42 
-I 21 17 

I 56 15 
l 29 25 

0 28 45 

1 12 45 

I 42 3.0 

n M 52 
I -W 3JI 
I 36 1 2 
1 39 3X1 

!) 3 " 
1 JV 12 
l» 30 15 
ft n 211 

0 6 IJ) 

0 13 1.(1 

0 51 34 

1 57 5.0 

0 n 3.0 
5 54 4.4 
5 ttJ 1.9 
4 57 1(1 
0 2(1 1.11 
0 4 15 
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77 
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62 

466 
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CHE 
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47 
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II 

468 

Show 

CUV 

ll 

44 

46 9 
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1 

VI 

47ll 

Hawirlh 

cov 

0 

II 

47.1 

EdKorthv 

CRY 

0 

Vi 

474 

Gordon 

<:r3 

1 

51 

475 
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41 
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WH 

0 

:i 
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WH 
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0 
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5 

41 
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5 

43 

IS 
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0 

23 

10 

584 McAllister 

WIM 
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OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST- 18 JANUARY 


6on pidu 

603 Parlour 

<4U ftnara 

*tS Vieira 

606 Overman 

6(17 Meador Rodrigue/ 

606 T&jt 

609 Timm-Dd 

630 Draper 

633 MaiccOc 

634 BuBoek 

635 Redtharn 

636 Jr*4**> 

637 TinUer 

638 Dorns 
WQaw 

MS McKiniay 

643 Sbcrwxxl 

644 Fliwon . . , 

645 FranduiL 

646 ThcuBpaw 

647 PfUock 
64K ScUoS 

Guilin 

(iSJ Di Maaoo • . - 

6S.3 Vue 
ti5* Neweii 
655 P Hughes 
65b Babeyaro 

657 TdTcr 

658 Ridiartfcon 
(i5V McAllblw 
660 SalakP 

663 Jobansun 

664 Sunpscm 

665 Asantmc • 

666 Dftmfl 

667 Van Dcr L^an 
66R Dailiv 

669 Hunt 

670 Parkbwnn ' 

673 Gram 

674 FanvBy 

675 Shun 

676 Speed 

677 

67S WaHocc 

679 Sharpe ' ' 


0 24 25 
0 30 2.4 
0 0 17 

-3 26 45 
11 50 6JI 

0 1 2.0 
0 30 1.9 

0 3 32 

1 40 4.1 

I 5 H> 
0 9 12 

4 S3 (5 
0 16 . 


0 0 3j0 

1 30 30 
.0 10. 22- 
8 .41 3 .4 
I 14 3.0 
0 28 15 

0 27 2.8 

1 23 1.2 

l 33 15- 
0 0 44 

0 32 541 

0 25 3.7 

1 5 2.4 

0 4 IJ} 

0 7 3J] 

0 24 15 
Q 19 2.4 
0 17 M 
0 16 2.4 
0 0 2JJ 


680 Rihcini 
6H.1 Haaland 

684 Parker 

685 Taylor 
6 Rr» tznrU 
6S7 Lennon 
6X8 Guppy 
oiw Borne# 

690 Redknapp 

693 McManaman 

694 Thomas 

695 Leonhardum 

696 Giggs 
6V7 Beckham 
698 Keane 

Bud 

700 Itofrnr&b 
703 Lee 
7|«4 Batty 
7115 Gdlensk 

706 Bearefoey 

707 KeLd>arj 

708 Blinker 
7U9 Hvdc 

730 Whitungbam 
733 Carfconv 
7.U Magilibn 

735 Slaicr 

736 Oakley 

737 Andenon 

738 Fes 

739 Howells 

740 Ginola 
.743 Summ 

744 Niebeti 

745 Williamson 

746 Mi Hughes 

747 Mancur 
74fi Bail op 
749 Berkow 
75U Lmnas 

753 . Jones 

754 Eate 

755 Arvlky 

756 Fear 

757 C Hughes 


I 16 25 

0 0 lJi 

1 40 2.1 

I 24 3J 
I 41 1.7 

5 44 3/| 

1 25 52 
1 77 5.9 

0 12 3X1 

1 27 42) 

U 53 74 
0 58 7jJ 

0 14 7/J 

0 26 7.0 

0 10 35 

1 21 3.6 

0 6 38 

1 36 15 

I 21 2J1 

5 25 22) 
0 0 25 

0 5 L8 
0 37 1.7 

0 47 3.0 

0 15 2.4 
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848 Liglnbcximc 

849 Dyer 

850 Fitxdjnan 
853 Ndah 


854 Shipoerley 
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856 Sturridee 
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858 Ferguson 

859 Bannby 

860 Deane 
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868 Berger 

869 Owen 
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874 Sobkjacr 

875 Sfacrmeham 
B76 Nevland 

877 Shearer 

878 Asprilla 

879 Ferdinand 
88(1 Touumixi 
883 Gudjonffim 


0 21 12 ! 

0 7 60 

1 36 35 

0 m 52 

4 44 ,\5 

1 19 3.0 
0 II 15 

n 13 10 


884 Humphreys 

885 Booth 

886 Hina 
187 Lc Tiaaer 

888 Evan. 

889 CMemud 

890 Annsuoog 
R93 tveracn 

894 Hana m 

895 JGison 

896 Hokfcworth 

897 Ekoloi 
89S Gayle 
899 Eucfl 


STRIKERS 


I 55 25 

0 J8 310 

J 17 28 

1 32 3.1 

I 33 10 

0 0 10 

» 14 211 


MANAG£R^_. 


o 1 11 

0 9 3D 


0 3 11 
u b l.o 


0 12 12! 
0 S 20 
0 0 LS 

r 7 ii 
0 7 2D 
0 26 25 
5 43 17 
0 18 3.0 
0 65 ID 

« 0 33 
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If you would like to know more atom Philips' range of lighting products please call 0181 
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0 
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Broncos hint at deal 
with Wigan on Sailor 


GOLF 


The Brisbane Broncos 
have banned Wendell 
Sailor from training until 
he sorts out his future 
and his agreement to 
play for Wigan. 

Dove HadfiekJ reports. 

The Australian TesL winger 
Wendell Sailor stands to be- 
come one of the best-paid play- 
ers in the game if he takes up 
a two-year, £500.000 contract 
with Wigan in 1999. 

But Brisbane are now claim- 
ing to have a two-year option on 
him after this season, which 
would mean that he could not 
come to Britain until 2001. 

The club's chief executive. 
Shane Edwards, has given Sailor 
- who has been stranded in 
northern Queensland by a cy- 
clone - two weeks to teU them 
what he intends to do and have 
told him to stay away until then. 

Brisbane are now consider- 
ing, three possible outcomes. 
Sailor could accept their version 
of events and play a further 
three years for them, the two 
could clash in court or, as the 
Broncos have hinted, thev 


might come to a financial set- 
tlement with Wigan. 

_ Wigan wifl now make contact 
with club and player to try to 
clarify the position. They are 
also being linked in Australia 
with one player whose signing 
would be a higger stoiy than that 
of Sailor - the Australian cap- 
tain. Laurie Daley. 

The Canberra stand-off is 
under a long-term contract at 
his club, but he could conceiv- 
ably be available by the lime 
Wigan move into their new sta- 
dium. two years from now. 

The Great Britain coach, 
Andy Goodway. has been con- 
firmed as assistant to John 
Monie at Wigan. The coaching 
staff is to be completed by an- 
other former Wigan and Great 
Britain back-row forward, 
Billy McGinty, who is taking 
charge of the Academy side. 

The Rugby Football League 
and Super League are on a col- 
lision course over the question 
of who should renegotiate the 
lucrative television contract 
with News Ltd. 

Mauriee Lindsay, chief ex- 
ecutive of the RFL until being 
edged out and moving to Super 
League less than two weeks 


ago. has suggested that he 
should have the main responsi- 
bility for working out the new 
deal. But his successor at the 
RFL, Neil Tiinnicliffe, insisted 
yesterday that “I have stressed 
and he has accepted the impor- 
tance of the Rugby League hav- 
ing representation when they sit 
down at the table with News Ltd. 

“I still have no reason to ex- 
pect that Super League will try 
to do a deal unilaterally." 

But the chairman of Super 
League Europe. Chris Caisley, 
said that it remained to be 
seen with whom News want to 
negotiate. Britain also faces 
difficult negotiations with the 
new. combined competition in 
Australia over international fix- 
tures for next season. 

The programme worked out 
for the coming season in Aus- 
tralia sees their domestic fixtures 
finish four weeks before Britain, 
raising logistical problems for a 
proposed triangular tournament 
also involving New Zealand. 

Newly promoted Hull have 
signed the Bradford scrum- 
half. Glen Tomlinson, for 
£20,00(1 after failing to gel a 
work permit for another Aus- 
tralian. Craig Kimmoriey. 



Bob Hope (left) joins Fred Couples* celebration of victory in the Bob Hope Chrysler Classic Photograph: Jack Smrth/AP 

Single-minded Couples back on winning trail after trials 


Fred Couples, who has known- 
considerable physical and men- 
tal pain over the last fouryears. 
is a winner again on the course. 

Putting aside the pain of an 
arthritic back and the stress of 
two recent personal tragedies. 


Couples beat his fellow Amer- 
ican. Bruce Lieizke. in a play- 
off on Sunday at the Bob Hope 
Chrysler Classic in Bermuda 
Dunes, California. It was his first 
victory in nearly two years. 

Couples had a birdie at the 


ISth hole to catch Lictzke in 
regulation play. He did the 
same again 20 minutes later to 
win on the first play-off hole. 

Couples. 38. who has been 
-bothered by his back for the past 
fouryears, played just 15 events 


jockey Club imposes new crackdown on deception 


Unscrupulous trainers 
and jockeys will confront 
a new regime from the 
start of the 1998 Flat 
season, it was announced 
yesterday. Those who 
•pull* horses face 
draconian penalties, 
writes Richard Edmondson. 


When Zaralaska won the Bess- 
borough Handicap at Royal 
Ascot last June it highlighted a 
glaring loophole in the Rules of 
Racing. The Luca Cumani- 
trained horse won two days af- 


ter returning from a suspension 
incurred for a quiet run at 
York. He wasn't ttying on the 
Knavesmire, though his train- 
er was spot on with the plan that 
brought Royal Ascot success. 
Such a fault in the system may 
now have been eradicated. 

The Jockey Club are to in- 
crease penalties for the naughty 
boys who pull their horses in 
races. From the start of the Flat 
season, jockeys face suspen- 
sions of up to 21 days, trainers 
a £3,000 fine and horses may be 
banned for 40 days if a runner 
is deemed not to have run on 
its merits. 

This heightening in punish- 


ment follows last year's figures 
when the miscreants in breach 
of rule 151 rose from 30 to 42. 

Either there more 
jiggery-pokery going on out 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Miss Skye 
(Ungfield 1 .45) 

NB: Time Can Tell 
(Ungfield 2.15) 

there or the Jockey Club is get- 
ting better at spotting it. “If con- 
nections are running their 
horses dishonestly and gaining 
an advantage over the vast ma- 
jority who do run their horses 
on their merits then, however 


few of them there may he, we 
owe it to those that run their 
horses fairly to try to prevent 
them from doing so," Malcolm 
Wallace, the Jockey Gub's di- 
rector of regulation, said. 

"Eveiy punier, when he puts 
his hand in his pocket, is enti- 
tled to believe his horse is try- 
ing to win. Its difficult enough 
to back winners when everyone 
is trying to win, without one or 
two not trying to win.” 

From 26 Mareh. an inquiry 
will be held when ahorse that 
has not previously finished in 
the first four of a handicap or 
a ratings-* elated race manages 
to win a handicap. 


The new Zaralaska rule stip- 
ulates that a horse considered 
to have been a non-trier in a 
race will now be banned for 40 
days, up from 30. In addition, 
animals returning from such a 
suspension will not he allowed 
to run in the more prestigious 
handicaps until they have run 
another race and been re-as- 
scssed. “Zaralaska epitomised 
a problem which has existed for 
quite some time,” Wallace said. 

“By taking this particular line 
it should act as an effective de- 
terrent. There is no advantage 
now for the better-class horse. 
The 30 days wasn't enough of 
an inconvenience for a horse to 


Istabraq leads parade of Champion Hurdle contenders 


McCoy’s rally falls just short 


A total of 44 horses were en- 
... tered for the Champion Hurdle 
yesterday and most of those that 
matter can be seen in action this 
weekend. The favourite. Ista- 
braq, tackles Sunday’s AIG Eu- 
rope Champion Hurdle at 
Leopardstown. while the 


Champion Hurdle Trial at Hav- 
dock on Saturday could see 
Shadow Leader, Collier Bay and 
Relkeel in action. 

Also entered for the £20,000 
race are Cheltenham possibles 
Pri dwell and Dato Star. 

The entries were also pub- 


lished yesterday for Chel- 
tenham’s Stayers' Hurdle with 
William Hill issuing prices for the 
race, “The Stayers' has the mak- 
ings of a cracking contest/' Hill’s 
spokesman. David Hood. said. 
“Paddy’s Return has progressed 
into an ou islanding prospect, es- 


pecially judged on his win in the 
Long Walk Hurdle.” 

Bonusprint Stayers Hurdle (Cheltenham, 
T9 (March) WHflam Hill: 5-2 PaddyS Return, 
b-1 Mighty Moss, 7-1 Ocean Hawk. 8-1 
Karsh', 10-t Lord Jim. MareOa, 12-1 Go-in- 
formal. PnctweH. 74-1 Cockney Lad, Deanes 
Beano, Rad Btarer. ifri Large Action. Sere- 
held The Man 20-1 Gysart House Captsur, 
PrincBtuL 25-1 others. 


Tony McCoy fell from his 
mount, Nazzaro, only inches 
from the winning post at 
FontwelJ yesterday. The cham- 
pion jockey was riding flat out 
as Nazzaro dosed on Malwood 
Castle, the winner, in a dramatic 
conclusion to the fourth race. 


“I was throwing everything 
at my horse but he jinked near 
the line and I came off. I don't 
think we would have won.” 
McCoy said later. Malwood 
Castle's improved form was re- 
ferred to the Jockey Gub stew- 
ards for further investigation 


UNGFIELD (AW) 


1.15 Missed The Cut 
1-45 MISS SKYE (nap) 

2.15 Night City 


HYPERION 

2.45 Sea Danzig (nb) 
3.15 Scotland Bay 

3.45 Myosotis 


GOtKQ: standard. STALLS: made, except m loutadel DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low, 

# LefWtadd, sharp course fEqurtrat* surface^ 

•Coma to SE U town on B20BB. Ral daUon the cojrsfc ADMISSION: Members 
ETJ, ^threats fSl CAR PARK: CUb E3; remainder free. 

0 LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 75 wmnws fran 558 races pves a success rant, of 
134%. M Johnston S0-Z71 R Harmon 44-320 fBiW). Lord HunUngdon 38-198 

0 LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 86 witt from 9B rides (125%). S Whitworth 40-305 031 V. 

D Hofland 39-W8 <207*1 Dane OTWH W-270 (S99W 

• FAVOURITES: 668 wins from 2X»J races (357%) 

BUNKERED RUST TIME: Ltther Pendragon fl.101, RoctoBa (visored. TA5). 

IT ml HAMMERSMITH APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

1 £3,000 added 3YO 7f Penalty Value £2,274 

J 22-41 MtSSSTWaiTCTfqpHsmonjflHarnonQCp©)- — 

2 33300- D0V5TS0UL (B0) (R P Itaetew) P Matan 97. 

3 0000- NAUIKALWAWWG (7B) (BSdmtt-Bocta) JNoseda94 CLjwmer3 

4 040- LITTLE SAY $45? ^A J Rrttards) C Brirtan 9 2 ... n n ^T urtn 

5 DOOM TBMIiaAN(1S)tUSmclfli1Ui»vis90- 

6 00542 BGAWTH (7) (Oea Hetft Raarg) S DraBil “'iEESm! 

7 00484 PWNCE OXLEY ff) gryatl Petr**) G L Mxre B A. 

8 K4- DttHUDfA (1S1) (Gmta 

9 DIDO- J4T0 QAHCB? DOS) (D) ( f * f man JArri^E B -AfcrttiDwywB 

P 30045 WVfflmCJmmto^MiRai0nld^Usher7i3 A Nichols (7) 1 

-lOdedtarwl- 

BETTIIIG: 9-4 w»»d The Cut 7-2 Mautta d_ Warnin g 5-1 Ta c^ lclaii, Hgywfe. 7-1 
Rrtpea Ote 1M Dow Sod, 12-1 LUBb EmOjf, 14-1 Dah«fa. 10-1 Bhm Hontii* 20-1 Jan Oancw 
S97: Rani 4 9 3 Amta Gafcnore (5) 4-1 (Gsy •*" 

FORM GUIDE 

WSS£D THE CUT, rumer-up m mafcJens at B»®stone and on ' ’SJ 

flop on her Equrtrack debut n fourth to Bast OtOirDarys 
Otar tuning vrangby troundng the hltfewated Phantom • RtoEMJreeatoa 
owrabr firtings St Saturday with CJtickapertr^ who had ® to"***? 

before, fiwla^ths behnd in foinl She 

on forkings may be Prince OxieyS optimum 

starts u«un forth to uftllw Offer orer mnevddMwa »h ^mber. 

showed atety «i 

Is Jeremy Nossdals first runner m this country. Selection. MISSED Tl-E CUT 

rrZcl VAUXHALL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £2,500 added 
1 amp i/n Penalty Value £1^81 

I ou o B 

3 sou USSffilSe 
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8 C0CT» ROCKETTE D25) (Ms Am Qlyl P Mooney 6 S CLmrftwD)4V 

9 0 WINTBt RIVAL (12) (C J Rmdii G L Wxre 6 5 AGMS 

-Sdectarad- 

BETTING: 58 Mbs Skye, 11-4 Bermuda Triangle. 11-2 Winter Rival. 7-1 First Idee, Redusa, 8-1 
Easy Virtue, 1M Super Impose, 16-1 Mereh RhydyGiug, 25-1 Ltther Pendragon 
1997- AMs 3 8 n J Weaver j-l (M Johnston] dawn ffl) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MISS SKYE ran her besi race on turt when filth at 13 to Little MOs Hurt at Warwick, nar- 
rowly losng out on second place Mss Skye dead-heated lor third, admittedv beaten to 
lengths, behmd Lilt The OHer on her Equrtrac* debut n November end was nol cfisqraced 
n sttth often to Bai Dance last month. She flopped or her most recent start at Soutti- 
wel but should be good enough bach on Eqwtracfc Bermuda "Mangle a hr! (6f) win- 
ner here in August, is tarty consistent and has shaped as though another srrval race © 
wttfai her grasp, last tine ntountioln (beaten n lengths' Id imtxifcsvB Decrsaon on ttew 
YharS Day Rockette dd not show a lot tor Bd Wafts, mchidng when Withered, but she 
bogms He tor her new traner n very low grade and b tned n a visor. Winter Rival takes 
a big drop n class after finishing lost ot ten to Snow And Ice on his recent debut here 
end is preferred to stablemaie Easy Virtue, who has her first run. Super Impose was 
we4 backed cm his debut here (5f) bur finished last of eight to Tangerine Ryar and he has 
been wefi beaten at Southwel smea First Idea showed abfty when fifth of su to Shan- 
non at Folkestone, although mat was also A bad seller. Selection: MSS SKYE 

I Q 1 Cl WESTMINSTER CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £3,750 
added im 4f Penalty Ifalue E2,^ 712 

T rn-33 NIGHT CITY (7) (CD) fBF] (Kgd SNekJs) K Sirte 7 9 7.. .D Sweeney (3) 4 

2 05421 TIME CAN THX (7) (C) iSackvfc House Fbcfig) JW Payne- 6 O S Chowno 3 

3 063-56 CHINGACHGOOK (3) (□ E WSams & Wr B Lawrence) & Dow 4 8 5 . ,PDoe{7)2 

4 5- JANQAL{221}(AMoor?lGLMotire4B7 ... — Candy Morris t 

-4 declared - 

BETTING’ 5-4 Tone Con TalL 13-8 Night City, 9-2 Jondal, 1IF1 CWngachgtxik 
W7- flssan Corcpea 5 9 3 4 Wteawr IM (R Hgami dramt ffl 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TIME CAN TELL, unhreky when njmer-up to Mm Agar in a handicap over course and 
dstance the month, made amends three days later n a anda> event to this wiih a ded- 
shre fivertength succeess from EngT&h Invader over an rntra luriMig Mighl CTy started 
favourite that day but could firash only third, beaten almost seven lengths, and is only a 
pound better oft t-fighl City ‘a form has been rather n and out on ihe a it- weather and. 
wtde he can do better. Time Can Tel k preferred on the first start lor Rod Arckes Chln- 
gachgook finshed behind Time Can Tel in Mazeeds race on New Veers Day and was 
beaten t5 lengths it sixth of TT to Myosoia m an amateurs handicap on Saturday. Jan- 
dal was Deaena long way in fifth to Hattarra on hs debut at SandownmArfy when trared 
by John Benaead and has his first run for Gary Moore Selection. TIME CAN TELL 

9 ~aJz\ ALBERT HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5.000 added 1m2fPenat- 
ty Value £3,453 

1 0DW- THREADM33LE (USA) (38) (The Cu«n) un Hurtngtfon 591) Dane 01*08 7 

2 0t#6- SMART BOV (41) (CD] (H H H Sttan Atraa 9ahl P Cole 4 9 B Cftaar2 

3 3202-0 TOP JBI (13) (D| (John Uapassj U Ryan 4 96 .. -- P McCabe P) 0 

4 02321- CLASSIC RND (USiA) (23) (CO) K3asac Bkmdstoc* Pfcj far Model 5 9 6 MFertont 

5 43tMi SEA DANZIG (R (CO) (P Cookl J Bridget 5 9? . . R Statoobne (7) 3 

6 [WSO- CASTIS BURNING (USA) (B3) (CO) (BF) fR U Cyzer i C Cyza J92 CLowther (3) 5 

7 8033-1 B1LLADDE (12) (CD) (Ridiaid J Gut) R Honer 5 5^ . . A McCarthy (7) 4 

8 000-50 K*0tSJII0M(|B» (S JB*rards|UR6osieY56 i GBartfiwIfi 

-8 dBciored - 

BETTING: 7-2 Saa Danzig, 4-1 Smart Boy, M Cfcssc Rnd, 5-1 TTinadneadi*. 6-1 Tbp Jem. iw 
Castles Burning. &-1 BUtadcfie, 14-1 Preod Monk. 

«B7- Qua Arrii i 7 5 J Brarrrtl (7) 4-i far |V/Murt drawn pO) W or 
FORM GUIDE 

Lord Huntingdon and Paul Cole are trainers to respect here and THREADNEEDLE is ttw 
pick over Smart Boy. Threadneedle ® a fumy one to assess against five twraes who 
have won on tfte surface. JjfceJ y to have needed the run five weeks ago. Threadnee» 
finshed a me- length iourih to the pragiessrve Democrei at Wolverhampton A Newbury 
maiden winner m 1»8 and then one of (he favourtes when urvUaced behnd rtgh Pre- 
mum at Ascot he could have more to offer Paul Coles Smart Bov has ganed as i ns 
three wkis here and rvs latest nm In an amateurs race win have put hen straight. He*es 


tobet^j with the pace and hes a chance on ha ai-the-wuy wh here last May from West- 
ern Sonata. Top Jem has gatoed two wna ovw thfe tnp, so some may dsmiss her latest 
run at VIMverhampton wer 12 furtonga, but she won at Newcastle n tenble ground laa 
June and the surface may not be deal Classic Find has been r a lower grade than 
the - wirmg his btesl start here under ttal from Confronted Now 6b higher, he could 
be m trouble a-gan&t the smart pan at the top of foe handicap Sea Danzig escapes a 
penally for ho dear-cut win from Duet Arch a week ago That was his fourth win on the 
surface but 6 a sinter type to Ctassic Rnd In that he is now in a better race. Castles 
Burning won a tenftte race at Brighton (l August and. although a course and distan ce 
wwmer. he may need tlra first run snee November Selection: THREADNEEDLE 

Iq7c| CHELSEA HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 6f 
Iq l Penalty Value £2,180 

1 01-4 R0CKSWAJN D7) (Mirtn HUcns) P Hasfim 9 7 LChamockS 

2 044-1 SCOTIAM) BAY (101 (C| f J R Shamoni R Hamon 9 7 Dane O’Neil 1 

3 00225 RS9 PEPPER (3) (ftwfiskfllCLtf)PHwAng97 _S Whftmft 2 

i 5MW DOOE CROSSROADS P) (Ediip Couessl S Dew 8 9 ,.PDosp?7 

5 000- TAlfREAN (1ST) (Mrs Usby Graham) N Graham 8 8 ACJartcfi 

5 000- hflGHLAND LORD (47)|P Fetharsfim-Goday) U Fafoerston-Goctoy 5 l _ _F Nonon 3 B 

7 40106 PINUP (toi (Vtesw Racng) C Cwyp 7 u DR McCabe 4 ! 

-7 rtoctared- 

BETTING: evens Scotland Bay, lt-4 Roduwaui, 5-1 Red Pepper. B-1 Teuean, 10-1 Dixie Cross- 
mads. 12-1 Plnop. 16-1 Highland Lord 

W; CcurfflessTimtt398JWifcrecnrh3-l WlfcaldremaStan 
FORM GUIDE 

SCOTLAND BAY has shown earty pace, so foe drop to 3» furtongs alter the ccxjrse vrln 
over seven should noi be a prottern He 6 6b higher for foe win from Hevergeif Pmcess 
but some mpravement is Bceiy. Rockswatn finshed a sn-fongth inrfo of to Tanger- 
ine Flyer aver five furlongs here 17 days ago He wfil come on for foe rut, Is in a much 
weaker grace and beat n rivals it a Wblverhampton setar in November. Red Popper led 
to half-way in AAssed The Cuts maiden here on SafiMday He has had he chorees, whte 
foe modest Dtade Crossroads has been beaten m seters - foe latest on this course when 
fourth to Recognition, pinup has also been beaten n aelers on the al-weather and was 
to lengths behetd Scotland Bay last tme. whie Highland Lord and Tfeunaan contest their 
first haraficap after showmg little *i maiefom - Taurean at least showing some pace in 
August at Wbtvertiartpton. though wail beaten. Selection: SCOTLAND BAY 

in ac| TOWER HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m Penal- 
ty Value £3.436 

1 6254-2 afEST ALLIANCE 410) (CD) (Babrd (1834) Unfed) G LUcore 6 1D0 -A Clark 3 

2 CHE60- PLEASURELAND (J66J (Us Sytoa E M McGerwl R Curts 5 98 — R Hughes 2 

3 S2-&3 DtSTAMT STORM (10 ) (D H Dtbcc 4) B Lbwefyn 5 9 1 A McCarthy (7) 1 B 

4 S206- PHILOSOPHIC (9q Etpne Lb) Mrs L Jewel 487 DamORaaS 

5 03664 BROUGHTONS FORMULA (5) (CO) (C Gay fi Aytert) W tAicsai SB 7. D Holland 6 B 

6 6000-1 UYDSCrnS f3) (CJ (Red Uon terpsrtfip! P ffen 4 8 3 {5e»i S(UgMM(7)8B 

7 00-330 ROYAL CIRCUS PI (qpWHafflP HeB 9 TH JBtantffl7 

S 265-04 DRAMA KING (6) |l*s Vida Guyl B Ltewedyn 6 7 W NCarfiHeAB 

-BdecUred- 

Mrwman weight 103. true Handicap weighe Drama King Tst Bb. 

BETTING: M MyOSOda. 7-2 aougteora Formula. 4-1 Gueat ABanoB, 7-1 Dktant Storm, 8-1 Ptaw- 
suraiand. 10-T Royal Ctrcus, 12-1 PhflosopNc. 14-1 Otama King 
1937 BroughiDns Ponwia 7 0 1 D R McCabe to-l fW Uuatgn) cXbwi P) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MYOSOTIS looked a better horse lor his rms over hurtles when he beat Don't Drop Bombs 
over 12 furlongs hare on Saturday He has a 6b penalty for that 33-1 win - a price that 
looked on tha generoua ads judged on he: sewn-tengfo seventh as Sega Paribus at Sandorwi 
mi August He has a competent 7B«dainer aboard and the step up In cfistance wB suit 
Broughtons Formula has won here ax times - twree over this two mites - and rates foe 
cnly real Ihreai oH a good handcap mark and with DarryS HcAand a significant bookng 
Guest Alliance has abo twice won over cone and tf&tance but he looks beatable with 
toa even attar a credrtablB second to Kng Of Sparta m an amateunf race here 10 days 
ago Distant Storm, winner of three hurdtes last year, may lack the pace to collect wtde 
Royal Crnaisa held by both Myosotis and Guest Alliance. Ple&suretend wanted a long 
deiance ewer hunaes so he too may also lack the necessary pace. 

Selection MYOSOTIS 
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racing results 

FONTWELL 

1.1K 1. GANRAT1 (C Uewefiyn) 3-® tevi 
2. KWeRoa* 20-i; 3. Cinnamon Club 10- 
1 12 ran. 7, 22. (N TvwBton-Dan». Owl- 
tenhaml TWe: EtO: etto C24Q CtM Dual 
Forecast: E7£Q CSF: £1241 Tno: 0730 
IAS: 1. KiUmOTON (P Hdet 3-1; 2. 
Fortytwo Dee 25-1; 3» Duntir 33-1 10 ran. 
7-4 lav Perryman (4foL ttoL 30 [JOttord. 
RldonJ. Tote: £300; COO, £240 £77D DF: 
£2570 CSF: £6570 Trto - - E172AO Non Run- 
ner The Prom s 

2.10- 1. BRIGHT FLAME fl. A^O) 20- 
1; 2. Bracteihwth 2-1 fav; & Paddy's 
Storm 3-1 11 ran. list. (Mss S Edwards, 
PiJboiBUjfoV TWS: £<760; ECSQ El«. CITft 
OF; £5870 CSF: £5838 Tno: £3270. N(fo 
Runner Sanmood 


2^43: 1 , MALWOOD CASTLE 1A TYcrrv 
tanj 2. Brageen Lady 3-1 : 3. Pro les- 
sor Strong 16-1 B ran. 5-2 fav take The 

Buckstari ^hL 1 7;. 7 tR Alnec Biandford Fo- 

nm* Tote: £5 2Cr. rtfifl fin £421 DF: Ctt-Ml 
Computer Straight Forecast £1823. Tncast 
E^8417. 

3.15: 1 . OUlSTAOUAY (NWaarr»ooJ9- 
2; Z Spring Grass 7-i: 3. Ftaxley Wood 
?-£8ran.t1-etavNctoe S fined (6th L drsL 

3 ytUMtoa Anooven "tots: £540: CtSQ CZtl 

£W. Dr: £34 sa CSF £3457. Tncast 
rtwa* 

3.45:1. CALLING WILD (T J Murphyi 2- 
1 fair; 2- Logical Step *-v 3. Bay Uugh 
5-1 11 ran. 8. 1G |P hfccholla. Shepron MaL 
lev). Tata: £820- C14Q £l«3 Ci50 DF- r?8C‘ 
CSr; Tto. EM80- 


4.1 5:1. COMMAHCHE HERO (XAcpu- 
iu) 8-1: 2. SweetSsafone 33-t : 3 Maldstana 

Monarch 25- 1 1 7 ran. 5-2 tav Billy Moor>- 
Shne 3, 6. lR Drcten NewenIJ Tbte: £850: 
£2.60. £730. C5SO DF. C22SJ0 CSF; 
£25046 Tno nol won (£58726 10 Lfogfteld 
145 today). Non FUwr: Brown Mefody. 
Placapot C2760 Guadpot C&BO 
piece 6- £4800 Place 5. £3358 

SOUTHWELL 

12JO: 1. SHOUTAtNE (0 Holland) 7-2; 

2. dial u 2 Ti-8 fav: 3. Genuine John 7-1 
11 ran V.. 5 <M Johnston. Mddetam. Tola 
£540 fuse £tn C 2 <QDF C2S0 CSF cm 
Tncast. C3tse- Tic 

1.00- 1. GODMERSHAM PARK iG 
Partun) 5-2 fi lav 2 Principal Boy fi- 2 |Mav 

3. GaMeaaa T3-J 10 ran. i"- r* iP Fei- 


gale. Lisbumt Tot* £350. ClflQ C ISO. 
£1£Q DF £400 CSF CEL34. THc 83C C3655 
Trio £2130 

1 JO: 1. AWAFHH (Em8y Joyce) 20-1; 2. 
Zesti 5-1:3. SHankha d-8tav. 10 ran. \ a 
IS Meter. S wraJon) Tote: £2550: C4AQ ETUQ 
CifiO DF £2530 CSF: £»732. Tncast 
£21073 Tno £13330 

2.00- 1. ROCK ISLAND LINE (P Roberts) 
W-i. 2. Mutahadeth 7-4 fav: 3. Za lotto s 
2. 12 ran. r*. (J Barry CocterhamL Tote: 
Cto£0. £140. C140 l DF: £5750. CSF: 
C 3aQ2Tno £4270 Pffl. Com Dhu. 

230: i. BROADSTAIRS BEAUTY (R Win- 
sron) 34 fav: 2. Double Oscar ft -4: 3. First 
Matte 8-1 9 ran. V 2 /- ® Sluiw) Tine: 
£3 SO £140 Ctto £ZJ0 DF. £730 CSF: CRTS 
Tncast- £3933 Tno- CAfiOO NR- Lord Sky 


0.00: 1.' THE BUTTEHW1CK KID (RWin- 
srori) 5-1; 2. AlricarhPenl B-1 ; 0. Squtre’s 
Occasion 20-1 12 ran. 4-1 fav Bmctu» Lm 
Md.nk.ff1 Fahey. Mahon) Tote: E4A0; EV3& 
E2Da £lOflQ OF: £2010. CSF: £4550. Trtc- 
BSC £09333. Tno: £37220 

3J0: 1. PICKENS (Kkn Trtder) 4-6 tav: 
2. Flotilla 7-1; 3. EvezJo Rufo tJ-L 8 ran. 
4, t*. tDcp Enrco tncfea, MdCtehamL Tbte: 
£100: Eltl £150 E12Q DF: £50Q CSF: £657 
4 DO: 1. MISTY RAIN <S RQhton) 6-1:2. 
Touteton Lady 7-2; 3. SHaeRn 5-2 fav. 10 
tan. nk. 8 (JSpeemaMceste0.Tble!£SB0; 
£130 £130 CI40 DF: CO0O CSF: £2706. 
Tncast' £8186 Dto: £2370. 

Jackpot not won (poof of E1883WI earned 
forward to Ungfield todav). 

Pfotepet £1840 Ouadpot £1820 
Place 6 CH3L Piece 5: £U23 


last year. Instead be turned his 
attention to his father, who had 
leukaemia, and to his own girl- 
friend. Thais Bren, who has 
since recovered from breast 
cancer. Couples' father, Tom, 
died last November. 


ICLHPCKEY 

Ayr improve 
position at 
top of league 


Ayr Scottish Eagles’ hopes of 
completing a clean sweep of 
British silverware axe looking 
good after Sunday’s defeat borne 
Superleague defeat of their 
nearest rivals. Cardiff Devils. 

Benson and Hedges Cup 
winners Ayr also have a strong 
hand on the Express Cup with 
only few games remaining. And 
more success in the end-of- 
season play-offs is likely for Ayr. 

They bounced back well af- 
ter failing behind early on to 
Cardiff, last season's champions. 
One goal from Shawn Byram and 
two from Danuse Bauba gave 
Ayr the edge but Doug McEwen 
added to Ivan Matulik's effort to 
keep the Welsh side in the game. 

Then Sam Groleau chose the 
perfect time to land his 100th 
point in an Ayr jersey with a 
46 tb- minute strike that provid- 
ed crucial breathing space. The 
Eagles held on to increase their 
lead at the top of the table to six 
points with a little over a month 
of the season proper to play. 

Cardiff, who can trim the 
deficit to two points by winning 
their two games in hand, are 
joined in second place by Not- 
tingham Panthers, who had to 
work hard for a 4-3 overtime win 
over lowly Basingstoke Bison. 


disrupt its training schedule, to 
benefit by the weight that it had 
achieved through cheating, so 
we’ve extended it with an added 
disincentive." 

There is also succour for 
betting-shop punters who have 
snapped their biros after seeing 
a selection bandied tenderly. 
Horses will be expected to be put 
into a race even if they are not 
ridden vehemently to the line. 

Wallace said. “You can’t 
take it to the races where the 
punter could reasonably ex- 
pect it to be trying and have it 
dossing around at the back 
with the jockey not asking it to 
do anything." 


Tote Gold Trophy Handicap Hurdle (2m) 

Horea flminsriwa^Ti) Cond WBaniHi tadbroto 

(kaptfoEtyaflyrtA Moore, K fetfifc) 3-1 34 3-t 

Katawl [N TwcpyOaviBk tlB 3tn 6-1 8-1 M 

Bctotof fG Batkig 3a Bfc) 18-1 IM 18-1 

Coremareha Court fTUttft H, Oa2ffl 8-1 D4 tH 

AMwnglMeaJCamaefxt9al2fc) 124 124 12-1 

Brima8FftKfw.lri.Pg7t) 04 144 tt-i 

Shorting Ugfa IP Mapfty Pa 5p) 124 14-1 14-1 

CadwigoM (M Bpft KM 9fo) 18-1 14-1 g-1 

Mrftin? UGffcni 9d3fo) 144 18-1 H-1 

PrincafufltesJ Pitman, 83 BP) 164 Cri tt-i 

Sharping (N Hgriaran 93 6b| B-1 144 M-1 

EKfH^aQWtlMiteaftfcptexi IZ3.4 fNBW>u> SaLnte* UFabnayi 
IMum angfif on day draco: IM 


Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 


HowaffianeQ 

hmrtq|APO0riBtWt) 

Shadow Loader 1C- Egplai) 
CoMarBayUOid) 

Ratod (D Ncfnton) 

Samgrttno p Mehotoi) 

French HctytFMtfphy) 

I Graphic Equa8»«rtAMcicre,H) 

Brimw (C Rortw/H) 

PrkftwIfMRpe) 

Cowmancfia Cowl ft Wttoit H) 

GrayShrt nBaang 

Karert (NTjtfcaxr-Oaytes) 

Ifareflo (Wb M R»rtoy) 

Dto BPr (J M JBffcrem) 

rtaSappertifflftaMj 

WahfoaSandig&rtcw 
BoUorfG Bating) 


Ware Hi 

9-2 

13- 2 

P-1 

14- 1 
P-1 
P-1 
2S4 
25-1 
20-1 
33-1 

a-i 


Latlwto 

W 

6-1 

12-1 

C-i 

g-i 

P-i 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

48-1 

<0-1 

40-1 

33-1 



Cod Edge (M 


Bradyit) 


mb ha l u n Mi (J Bawetti 


Eacfrwg-a qracr lhaockApbxs, 1. Z 3 fQietutham. ha 3 ^ 


00-1 


P0- 


200-1 


208-1 B0-1 


200-1 1000-1 
:17Mscf)J 



MuPganfDMctatai) 


Cafl Equhrenw P tifoofer) 


Cdhata (C Uann) 


Lord Dared (A Chariton) 


A«*c BnatnntNTucatvOanert 


12-1 P-t 


25-t 20-1 


2S-1 25-1 


33-1 


SB-1 40-1 


SwfMny a grata- fte ndbt phoes. 1. 2,3 {Ct&Bfom. Wadrwotaf. 78 Atoc/w 
*- ndis/un 



BfoplTDBflhdBPSasasflufl <H ~ <M ao-t 

EacMay j qtaler toe oocb. pocea. 1.2 , 3 |CfwawVWfn, Tfunch); 19MK19 
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TENNIS: AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Williams sisters 
set up confrontation 


The teenage Williams 
sisters, Venus and 
Serena, have wasted no 
time in making -their 
mark on the Australian 
Open. After first-round 
wins yesterday they will 
now. meet for the first 
time at senior level. 
Derick Whyte reports from 
Melbourne. 


The Williams sisters provided 
the perfect first-day script at the 
Australian Open in. Melbourne 
yesterday, unless you were a 
home supporter rooting for the 
Ueyton Hewitt. 

Younger sister Serena set up 
the first encounter between the 
two at . senior level when she 
knocked out the No 6 seed. Iri- 
na Spiriea, with a 6^7, 6-3. 6-1 
victory on her Grand Slam debut 


The 16-year-old's triumph 
ensured there would be no re- 
peat of the US Open semi-final 
last year between Venus and the 
Romanian Spiriea when the 
American barged into her op- 
ponent at a change of ends. 
Spiriea was fined $5,000 
(£3,300) for swearing about 
her opponent at the post-match 
news conference; Venus's father 
responding by calling the Ro- 
manian a “big white turkey". 

However, the meeting be- 
tween the Florida-based siblings 
promises to be just as colourful, 
not only because of the shock of 
beads each wears in her hair. “I 
just see it as another match." 
said Serena, who reached the 
semi-final of the Sydney In- 
ternational last weekend. “Ei- 
ther I win. or lose. I am sure 
Venus will want to win. I don't 
think Venus has a reason to fear 
me. I have no reason to fear her 
also. I have never feared anyone. 


“We have already discussed 
this several times and 1 am just 
happy to get through my first 
match in my first Slam and I am 
feeling pretty good about it.” 

The sisters and doubles part- 
ners have met once before in the 
final of a junior tournament 
which Venus won. 

“It was a long Lime ago. I was 
eight. Venus was lO." said Ser- 
ena, now 53 in the world, com- 
pared with Venus, the senior 
sister by 15 months, who is the 
world No 16 at 17 years of age. 

Spiriea, ranked ninth in the 
world, appeared to have found 
Serena's measure when she 
overcame three set points 
against her to take the first set 
on a tie-break. 

But Serena stepped up her 
game in the second and third 
sets, serving well and sending 
powerful drives to the Roman- 
ian’s vulnerable backhand. 

Just a few hours later on the 


Swinging siblings: 

Venus Williams (left) 
serves during her 
first-round win over 
France’s Alexia 
Dechaum e-Ball eret 
at the Australian 
Open in Melbourne 
yesterday while her 
younger sister, 
Serena, (right) who 
she now meets in 
the second round, 
strikes a backhand 
during her victory 
over the No 6 seed, 
Romania’s Irina 
Spiriea 
Photographs: AFP and 
AP 


sam e court. Venus powered to 
a 6-3. 6-0 defeat of France’s 
.Alexia Dechaume-BaJIeret. “I 
have never really thought about 
playing Serena, but now it's 
here I guess as the younger sis- 
ter she is going to want to beat 
me," Venus said. 

"We will practice together as 
usual. 1 don't really want to lose 
to another person, but 1 would 
be happier if I lost to her be- 
cause then I can tell her to go 
ahead and get that title." 

The other women's seed to 


fall was Belgium's Sabine Ap- 
pelmans, in three sets to Be- 
larussian veteran Natasha 
Zvereva. In the men's event, two 
Spanish seeds went out: Felix 
Mantilla and Sergi Bruguera. 

The day's most popular los- 
er was Australian teenager He- 
witt, who this month became the 
youngest winner of an ATP 
Tour event since Michael Chang 
10 years ago. Hewitt was beat- 
en 6-2, 6-4, 1-6, 2-6, 6-3 by the 
54th-ranked Daniel Vacek of 
Czechoslovakia. The Adelaide 


schoolboy, who beat former No 
1 Andre Agassi an his way to the 
Aust ralian hardcourt title, could 
not counter Vacek's powerful 
serve early in the match. 

“I'm a little bit disappoint- 
ed - but if you’d have told me 
three weeks ago I was going to 
jump from 550 in the world to 
160, 1 wouldn't have believed 
you,” Hewitt said. 

Pete Sampras, the world No 
1, had an easier time in his open- 
ing match, the defending cham- 
pion. beating the Dutchman 




Sjeng Schalken 7-5, 6-4. 6-2: 

Big-serving Australian Marie 
Phflippoussis swept aside 
Spaniard Alex Calatrava in 
straight sets. 

Pbilippoussis served 21 aces 
on his way to a 7-6, 6-4,7 -6 win 
over Calatrava. “I’ve been 
working on that,” Phflippoussis 
said of his booming serve. The 
Australian now' meets Moroc- 
co’s Hicham Arazi, a 7-6, 6-3, 
6-2 winner over Germany’s 
Hendrik Dreekmann. 

Results, Digest, page 27 


HOCKEY ; 

Khalsa follow 
Slough recipe 
for success 

‘Slough's dominance of 

English hockey jn the 

Eighties followed the dub’s;. 

ability to combine the ex- . 
citing blend of speed and 
stick-work from their high- 
ly talented Asian player?, 
with the virtues of the tra- 
ditional English-bred ones. 
Khalsa, a team which has in . 
the past been predomi- 
nantly Asian, over the 
weekend .returned to the 
top of the. DTZ Midland 
Premier and couldbe about 
to benefit from following 
Slough’s successful pattern. 

Op Saturday they beat 
Blcssomfiejd 9-1 with three 
goft ig from Andy Bostock 
and two each from Chris 
: Keys and Chris Langley. All 
three are recruits this sea- 
son and arc of English 
stock. The other goals came 
from Balkar Jawanda and 
' Gurinder PurewaL Second- . 
placed Qlton and West 
■Warwick also handily de- 
feated North Stafford 5-2. 

In the ESL South Pre- 
mier it was top gainst bot- 
tom with no surprises. After 
an early blast from Trojans, 
East cote settled down to 
win comfortably 5-0. 

James' Grant opened 
the scoring for them in the 
15th minute with James 
O'Shea adding a second 
before the intervaL Martin 
McLeod and Grant added 
further goals early in Lhe 
second half before Peter 
Gibbins completed the 
scoring. East cote remain 
three points ahead of City 
of Portsmouth at the top 
while the former National 
League dub Trojans arc 
five points adrift at the bot- 
tom. Stuart Avery scored 
twice in Portsmouth’s 3-2 
win against Anchoriaos. 

-mi Com 
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Sport faces danger of another entanglement with the law over biting fiasco 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON RUGBY 


The general principle of our law is 
that no one may amseni to have an 
assault committed on himself or 
herself. There are two exceptions. 
One is sexual intercourse. What 
would otherwise be rape or inde- 
cent assault is rendered lawful by 
consent — though, as Professor 
Tony Honore somewhat daunting- 
ly puts it in his book SocLn t- “Every 
act of sexual intercourse is prima 
facie unlawful.” 

Nor does the law look kindly 
upon sado-masochistic embellish- 
ments. In the homosexual torture 
case a few years ago. the House of 
Lords decided that consent was no 
defence, even if the decision was by 
a narrow majority of 3-2. There is 
talk that this whole question of con- 
sent in relation to sexual activities 
will be decided by the European 
Court of Justice or of Human 
Rights. 


The other exception is partic- 
ipation in what the lawyers call 
“manly sports". The principal sports 
where what would otherwise be as- 
sault is an integral part are boxing, 
wresUing and rugby, union or 
league. 

Tbe law has been equally clear 
that the assault must have been 
committed within the rules nr. as 
the Rugby Football Union insists 
on calling them, the laws of the 
game. Any assault in breach of the 
rules is also in breach of the civil 
law, the criminal law or. usually, 
both. 

Until recently, assaults in rugby 
were dealt with. If at all. either by 
the referee on the spot or by the 
club afterwards. The law has been 
invoked within the lust 25 years or 
so. A few players, such as David 
Bishop, of Pontypool and Wales, 
and Simon Devereaux. of Glouces- 


ter. have been dealt with rigorously, 
some (though not I) would say 
harshly; others, such as Wade Doo- 
ley. of Preston Grasshoppers, Fylde 
and England, have been lucky to es- 
cape with a caution. 

So far. the forces of law and or- 
der have shown a marked reluctance 
to involve ihemsch-es in the case of 
Simon Fenn’s ear. A police 
spokesman was quoted as saving 
shortly after the incident (it is easy 
-toEapse-inttyjjoliee-speakvtmd-talk- 
about an incident) that there had 
been no official complaint and, umD 
there was, no action would be 
taken. 

I hesitale to take issue with the 
spokesman, but whether or not a 
crime has been committed - as it 
clearly Has. by someone, in the Fenn 
case - does not depend on whether 
a complaint about it has been 
made. If the authorities are reluc- 


tant to undertake a prosecution, as 
they evidently are. Fenn can un- 
dertake a private prosecution of his 
own. He can also bring a civil ac- 
tion under the law of Tort. 

It was the threat of legal action 
which was the principal cause of the 
Trapp ist silence preserved by the en- 
tire Llanelli team and their officials 
some 20 years ago in the case of the 
raking of Ralston. Chris Ralston was 
a fine linc-out lock who played for 
Richmond, England and tbe Lions. 
In those more relaxed days. Rich- 
mond would play not only Llanelli, 
but Swansea and Neath as well. In 
one of these usually enjoyable en- 
counters, Ralston was “raked" by 
a Llanelli forward. 

His prosperous father threaten- 
ed to take legal action. In fact, the 
name of the culprit in the Llanelli 
pack was never formally made 
known. And the only result of the 


episode was the sad cancellation of 
fixtures between the clubs. 

The Fenn episode is more seri- 
ous. Indeed, if the raking of Ralston 
were to be repeated in an equiva- 
lent fixture today - if the unfortu- 
nate Fenn had a few stud weals down 
his back rather than a quartet of his 
ear missing - 1 doubt whether any- 
one would be making any fuss at aiL 

So much for the theory, very 
popular lately, that rugby is now less 
rough than it was in tbe old days. 
It may be less dirty, less niggty. At 
the top level, a combination of Lines- 
men, video cameras and Press in- 
terest has seen to that. But it is 
rougher, much rougher, because the 
players are bigger, fitter, faster 
and, above all, more ruthless in try- 
ing to achieve their objectives. 

For myself, I hope Lhai the Fenn 
episode does not get to Lbe Law 
Courts, even though Victor Ubogu 


and Federico Mendez have a strong 
case in defamation against London 
Scottish. 

For in ah these cases the par- 
ticipants suffer - if not financially 
then emotionally, except the gen- 
tlemen in wigs. They are prolutbly 
bringing out the vintage port already 
in anticipation of the rich pickings 
that may shortly be on offer. 

Alas, this does not mean that the 
alternative disciplinary proceed- 
ings available are satisfactory. Far 
from it: it is absurd that there 
should be two tribunals, one set up 
by Bath and its hearing now post- 
poned, the other by the RFU and 
its own hearing postponed also as 
a consequence. It is even more 
ridiculous lhat the RFU's body 
should choose to rely on facts es- 
tablished by the miscreant’s own 
dub instead of conducting its own 
independent investigations. 


RUGBY UNION 



Fenn could return 
before ear case ends 


The various investigations 
into the Mystery of 
Simon Fennfe Ear may 
have meandered into an ' 
ocean of legal quicksand, 
but the player himself is 
making some progress. 

Ouis Hewett delivers the 
latest bulletin from the 
biting front. 


London Scottish hope Simon 
Fenn. the Australian flanker at 
tbe centre of the longest-running 
scandal since Watergate, will 
make his comeback in the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership TWo 
match at Moseley on Saturday 
week. You might almost say the 
Exiles have earmarked him for 
the game and if he plays, rug- 
by’s disciplinary chiefs will find 
themselves in the embarrassing 
position of seeing a victim of se- 
rious foul play restored to action 
before his assailant is unmasked. 

“We've loosely identified 
the Moseley game for Simon, 
but aloi depends on how hjs re- 
covery goes over tbe next week 
or so," said Kirsten Baker, the 
London Scottish spokeswoman. 
“He’s keen to get back, but be 
has riot undertaken any contact 
work so Car. Psychologically, he 
needs to be involved - it’s a case 
of the sooner, the better -- but 
he has to make sure of his 
ground medically.’' 

Fenn received 25 stitches in 
a wound sustained during the 


Bath-Londoo Scottish cup tie 1 1 
days ago, an injury that has gen- 
erated a torrent of conflicting 
opinion. Last week. Bath's hon- 
orary surgeon. Philip Bliss, con- 
troversially suggested there bad 
been “no tissue loss", even 
though he had Dot personally 
examined the player. Scottish 
remain adamant that “a piece 
is missing” from the ear and 
have medical evidence in sup- 
port of that assertion. 

Meanwhile, Kevin Yates, tbe 
England loose-head prop sus- 
pended peuding further in- 
quiries into the affair, must 
wait until 3 February for his own 
club's internal disciplinary hear- 
ing. To make matters yet more 
frustrating for everyone con- 
cerned. no date has been set for 
the Rugby Football Union’s de- 
liberations on the subject which 
will almost certainly cany more 
weight than the B3th version. 

Bath claim they are" still 
awaiting evidence promised 
them by London Scottish, but 
true to form, there was even a 
dispute about that yesterday. 
Hie Exiles insisted all available 
video footage was sent by 
courier to the Recreation 
Ground last week, along with 
player statements and still pho- 
tographs. The medical evi- 
dence, they added, was in the 
hands of the RFU. 

As if the West Countrymen 
were not under enough pres- 
sure, they were wondering yes- 
terday whether Jeremy Guscon, 
their outstanding international 


centre, would play sufficient 
rugby to persuade England to 
risk him against France in the 
Five Nations opener on 7 Feb- 
ruary. The postponement of 
Sunday’s match at Newcastle, 
which would have signalled 
Guscott’s comeback after six 
months of injuiy hassle, has not 
helped the cause one little bit. 

“All I can do now is look for- 
ward to our cup match against 
Richmond on Saturday." Gus- 
cott said “1 know Lime is run- 
ning short in terms of convincing 
the England selectors that 1 
am the man for their midfield, 
bit 1 also know I am fit. It's a 
question of getting in the 
games." At least the Richmond 
tie was certain to go ahead Re- 
ports suggesting Bath might be 
bombed out of the competition 
by the RFU over the London 
Scottish incident were dismissed 
. in all quarters yesterday. . 

There is more promising 
news of Richard Cockerill. The 
Leicester hooker now expects 
to be available for England 
against Finance, because medical 
examination of the knee he in- 
jured during his club’s league 
win over Whsps on Saturday has 
revealed no mechanical damage 
•to the joint. 

Richard Hill, the England 
flanker who has not played for 
five weeks because of ham- 
string and lower back problems, 
will turn out for Saracens' sec- 
ond-string at Richmond to- 
morrow, provided he comes 
through a training session today. 



Prince Albert of Monaco (right) watches Cofin McRae in his Subaru before the start of the Monte Carlo Rally yesterday. 
Britain’s Richard Bums and McRae were fourth and fifth respectively after six timed stages Photograph: Reuters 


BASKETBALL 


Tigers honoured but keep focus on another title 


It was back to the office for 
Thames Valley Tigers today af- 
ter being honoured at a hasti- 
ly arranged civic reception at 
Bracknell Council offices last 
night. The players faced two 
training sessions and another 
tomorrow with the coach. Paul 
Jones, before confronting 
Greater London Leopards in 
the second leg of their Uni-baJI 
League Trophy quarter-final. 

Saturday's S2-7S win over 


Leicester City Riders in the 
Sainsbury's Classic Cola 
National Cup final at Sheffield 
-Arena was confined to mem- 
ory. as Tigers continued their 
pursuit of another title. 

“The players will focus on 
the game. I’m sure of lhat," 
James, the 33-year-old for- 
mer England international, 
said. “We’ve got one compe- 
tition out of the way, but we're 
not satisfied yet and there 


are other trophies to go after. 

“We could have done with 
another training session more 
quickly after the final, but the 
civic reception is a great hon- 
our and the club deserves it.” 
The Bracknell Forest council 
leader, Paul Bertison. tele- 
phoned colleagues from a sup- 
porters’ club coach travelling 
back from Sheffield with in- 
structions to begin planning 
the double celebration. Tigers 


women's team also won their 
National Cup by ending the 
eight-year reign of Sheffield 
Hatters with a 68-46 victoiy. 

Tigers' men must overturn 
a four-point deficit in tonight's 
tie, one of three second-leg 
games. Holders London Tow- 
ers take a 21-point lead to 
Manchester Giants; Sheffield 
Sharks are only three ahead of 
the Riders at Leicester. 

- Richard Taylor 


FOOTBALL 

Crosby calls 
it a day 
at Oxford 

Malcolm Crosby yesterday 
stood down as the manager of 
beleaguered Oxfbrd.United af- 
ter just fiv e games in charge. 

The 43-ycar-old former Sun- 
derland manager, who was 
named as Denis Smith's suc- 
cessor, had turned down a man- 
ager's contract at the Manor 
Ground. The First Division 
club, who had not won a match 
while Crosby was in charge, are 
now looking for a new manag- 
er, but will retain Crosby as first- 
team coach. 

“I feel it’s in the best inter- 
ests of the club to have a new 
face with new ideas," Crosby 
said. “Management possibly is 
not for me." 

Another struggling First Di- 
vision club. Stoke City, may turn 
to the Everton director. Lord 
Grantchester, in their search for 
a new chairman after last week's 
resignation of Peter Coates. 
The 46-year-old, a director of . 
the Lirtlewoods organisation. ; 
has had talks with City’s vice- \ 
chairman, Keith Humphreys. 

Kilmarnock have signed die ; 
33-year-old goalkeeper Gear- 5 
don Marshall from Celtic for 
f 150,000, following the depar- 
ture of the Yugoslav interna- . 
tionai, Dragojc Lckovic, to ; 
Spain's Sporting Gijon. : 

Heavy snow in north and east } 
Scotland has led to the post- 
ponement of tonight’s resched- ’ 
uled Scottish League Premier '■ 
Division fixtures between Dun- : 
dee United and Celtic at Tan- • 
nadicef^rk. and Aberdeen and ; 
Dunfermline at Piliodrie. 4 

- Rupert Metco ff * 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

HOUSTON MARATHON: Hen: 1 5 

3r mil S3sK 2 S Marttn (Ken) £t3 .„. 
- — £MrB; 4 j Owen' qa {us> 


Bowls 

SAGA WORLD INDOOR PAIRS CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Preston) firs* round: M Mcfctehon 
vtiSGaason (Aite) to ASpragel aniG 


Kuznetsov (USJ 2n6Mfi Women (nfl US): 
TQCocman 23337; 2 K Jones £35:44: 3 L 
J Semen Snttti 23832; 4 J Krttand 2-40:09: 5 
- M Thipto 2:40:31; 6 ASctaefeiS-Cctes 2:40:40: 
rJSnft 241:45 8 JFtonreon 24131 

Badminton 

> SQUAD (lor Woridltam Cfwn- 
{fcmmpa European Zone, SendoQonf , Nor. 
ftbnjary) MemMCanatabta (Wterwfctahrtl 
D Kill (Essex) C Houghton (Lancs J. P 
Known* QfenQ. s Archer fWorc&V A Clark 
C Hunt (Lancs) l Peoreon (Essex) N 
Qtos) J (Mnn (Uddx) N Robertson 
Robertson fNortfm nt sl Woman: N 


1n& 4 J unwon QB (US) 

OB) 2f*sr? QCfem- (Engl 7-1 7-3 7-1; C Hogganc I G McOw (HI 

V B Tube (Bh) Z1&29; bt W Retards and G Hafcw (Eng) «-< 7-4 7- 
Wonwn f bB US1 : 2 7-2: G Robertson and R Corsle (See) bt N 


200 




Venn (VftrwjcWL E MOBS lynmii n ™r 

tuwy |G*S8) S SMey (Lancs) T Woodward 

(Suae*) 

Basketball 

NBA: ndana t>3 Boston 96 Cheapo «B Hous- 
tti m Sen Antario 98 MwaJba 92 (08: 
Phoenix gs Uamf 87; Portland 94 Denver 82. 


Booth and J Henry (H) 5-7 7-3 S-7 7-4 7-a 

Cricket 

Guy WhitHi, the Zimbabwe bowler, was 
yesterday fined haff Ns mateft fee in 
the second Test agsursl Sri Larka for 

dissent against a decision of the 
mateh referee, Raman Subba Raw. 
Jock Livingston, one of Northamp- 
tonshire's most pro&fic post-war bats- 
men, has dted in Sydney aged 77. The 
Australian left-hander joteed North- 
amptonshire in B50 and scored more 
thanlSDOO runs for the dub. in ai first- 
rtggs cricket, he scored 15£60 runs 
at an average of 45. 

SUPERSPORT SERIES (Final day id tairl: 

270 k* 8 l(W Wta 
ftiiS;BT Player 4 96). wswm Proyfrce 395 
and i06te» 3 (LO Ferrate 56rx» Mwetidremi 
Part Eastern Picwnce 401 lor sand 

259 tar 8 dec; Ganeng 307 and 23S (MR Ben- 


field 59: M Havward 4-491 Eastern Province 
won by 117 now Boernto n aUn: Free Siaxe 380 
acta 2« tor 5 (B Qrperaa/ XJOno. L J Wtov 
sen 8E*. Northern Titans 296 and «3 <N Boje 
6-341 Free State won by by 197 nine Klm- 
bertey: GrtquHS «4 and W: Botend 166 and 
*9 lor 4 |K C Jackson 53na £ Penwra 501 
B ola n d won by six wickets 
PRESIDENTS CUP (Final day at tour): 
&ndgelv*m: Leeward talar a, 234 arc tn iB 
RE Jta**lSa CMTu*£T1&4.WcFtad5-4a. 
Batatas 278 and 09 toe 2 (S L Canvtoel 4fr»i 
Barbados won by eight Mckets Port of Spam: 
Wncfward Islands 234 and w 3 (S B R-diaid- 
62no. I R Brahop 5-33i. Tnridad ai»S Tco«r 
go re and 182-4 iB C Lera 52 H AM SmVi 
S2nol Trinidad and Tobago won by six wick- 
ets. 

The England Under-19 side bounced 
back from last week's embarrassing 
defeat to Bangladesh with a bold 18- 
ojn win over Pakistan In thee open- 
ing game in the Super League stage 
ot tinder- 19 World Cup to centurion 
Park. South Africa Stephen Peters, ihe 
Essex opener, bt 92 before betog run 
out 

WIN UNOER-19 WORLD CUP S*4»r Leaguo 
(Cerdurton Park. SAL England Under- 19 Si 
(SD Peiert 92. hnan TatvA-iA). Pakistan Up 
dtt® 233 England Undar-19 won by 16 runs 


SNOW REPORT 


Sid Hotline 

Latest anew and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
Nortfi America. 

Voice reports 0891 333 (10 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a fid Bn of aH ski codes by 
voice or fex dial 0990 (00 843 


Ski Snapshot 

Aia gboce to snow conditions at 

over 200 mans world-wide 

0897 500 601 

in association with 

N ewstel 

in s mniKH . p 
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Cycling 

Eddy Planckaen. the former Belgian 
cycSst who is now a businessman, has 
admitted using the performance en- 
hancing drug EPO (erythropoietin) 
which stimulates the production of red 
blood cefls. The Inrernal/onaJ eyeftog 
Lmon is fighting the use ot EPO with 
blood tests by taking samples before 
races, but has so far been maWe to 
develop a lest to detect it m blood or 
uma Instead UCI has sei frnits lor the 
niAnber of red blood ceMs to riders' 
bodes, which is a possible sign of the 
presence of unusual levels of EPO 

Football 

Middfesbrough nave decided not to 
take on the Ivory Coast international 
striker Ahmed Ouattara. He has been 
released after a week's trial 
FA CARLS BERG VASE Fifth-round draw: 
TVwttm Town » CVattov Town ot looong & 
Mlcrtam Uld: Sudbuy Wendeta; v '3 tw« 
or Burdens HH Town. PcrtHeven <r HuC*na! 
Town. Sutuy Town or Birscouon * Tow Law 
Town. KJifcyow.- AINeljc it Bract* Sparta v 
Brariiree ‘town or Lymnattn. SfcJ*^ Uld « 
Birdum T.jwn, C SfWrtS (» Nonb Fet 
rtov Uld v TauVon Town. Orea WaVemg 
Rover? v Pkibis Bai Town (Ties to r» sJsvnd 
Sanirtjav 

PONTINS LEAGUE Second Division: Post- 
poned: Bradtotd v Wieobam Thud Division: 
Postponed: Newcasne v Scarborough 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
First Oivtolon: Postponed: RTM Newcasi^ * 

Seaftarn jpuytrig 


SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Kalian League: 
Parma 3 lOWesa XL 7* Baggio 431 MSan 1 
iGaru 7H Spanish League: Real Uaficrca 0 
DeporUvo La Coruna 0. Tenertle 2 Sporting 
lijon \ Portuguese League: Leca 1 B«*ca 
Z Belgian League: Sl-Truiden D Wesiedo 0: 
Eerviachr Aalsf 3 Beveren 0; Ardertechr 2 
Antwerp?. Ukeren 4 L»rse2: Qariera 1 Genfc 
3 RWP ktalertwek 0 Germnei EkBten 4; CU> 
Bn»9« 2 Gnwi \ 


PGA BOB HOPE CLASSIC (Bermuda Dunea, 
CNH) Leading fkuU-round scores (US unless 
Stated): 332 f Couples 64 70 66 68 66, B Li- 
71 S' 69 (Toupte won on Sea 0«v 
ert note' 333 A Magee 63 68 64 68 70 335 0 
[Xrval 6557 £86769. S Jones 66 70 65 65 69 
336 S Or* 65 67 67 68 69. M O'Meara 67 « 

65 SB 69 339 S KendW 80 66 69 68 67. F Zbdbr 

66 69 68 66 7D 340 K Trcten 71 67 69 66 87: 
P Sramrow#! 69 69 65 7D€7. J Ktflon 67 70 
F7 68 68. B FabtH 64 70 86 60 71 ; M Wiebe 73 
66 66 66 70: B Twey 65 68 67 89 71 

LPGA INAUGURAL (Orlando, Fla) Leading 
HnaLround scores (US unless stated): 209 
h Riitbrc 76 67 66 21f M Ualon 7J 71 69 
212 P Sbeenon 71 72® 213 J Craher (Aus» 
70 72 7i j infcsnt 73 66 to. D Oormarm to 70 
89 216 M McGjnr. 76 69 70. D Anttews 75 70 
70 J LKfcacii [Peru) ® 73 73 Selected: 222 
L Hecrney |0£) 73 to 75 223 S Struct*** (GB) 
78 72 73 L Cavws (GBl 70 75 72 234 k Mar- 
tfol |GB| 76 76 72 227 H Dobson (G8> 80 72 
75 

KEN'S WORLD RANKINGS (US unless stal- 
ed): 1 Trtfc.*fc nfl0pB.a**:2i3r>fannBn(Aia) 
Kito 3 E Qs ISA) *107. 4 N Pnce £3m| B9i; 
5 P Md-ecson 9£S. 6 D Low ■ 844; 7 C Mom- 
own ene (GB) 933. 8 u O'Meara 806: 9 M Oza- 
ki IJanani 8C6. 10 T Lehman 785 Selected: 
17 N FaUo [GBl 621 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Caffato089f numbers « & times. Helpline 0870 0990(33345. 


Football 

7 30 unless srared 

FA CLTP THIRD-ROUND REPLAY 

RaecAng v CheUenfiam (7.45) 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Liverpool v Newcastle (7.45) — 

NATIONWIDE. FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

Colchester > Card HI (7 .46) 

Exeter v Barnet f7.45) - 

Macclesfield v Scunthorpe (7.45) 

Hotto County v Hull (7.45) 

Scarborough v Torquay 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SECTION SECOND ROUND 

Wigan v Rotherham (7.45) 

GM VAUXMALL CONFERENCE 

Yeovil v Hayes (7.45). 

SPALDING CUP QUARTER-FINAL 
Woking v Fam borough (7.4S) 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Premier DM 
skin: Postponed isnoni ftnw Utd r C«k-: 
AtMrdevrt i C*xnern*w 
SCOTTISH F1HST DIVISION 

AlRfeie 1 Ayt — •• - 

SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 

Queen of South v Stanhausemub 

Livingston v Inverness CT ... 

SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 

Alina l / Affrroflttl 

Cowdenbeath v AJbton Rover* 

Postponed Ro» Castor » Si* - 

IffKJ 


RYMAN LEAGUE Premier Dhistai: Surer, Uld 
vPurtteei Second Dhrtslon: Ef^eare vCarv 
vevtaarw nerffmood v Brantrea Guardian 
Insurance Cup fourth round: VYokngham v 
Si Aibans (745) Fun Member*' Cup third 
round: Hendon v Gravesend & NorthfleeL' 
LeWtwrtieied r Mataenhead. Oxtard >iiyv Bas- 
rwiol-e Whyteteate v S lames (745) Asso- 
ciate Members Trophy third round: 
v FiacAwe* Heath 

UNIBOND LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP 
Third-round replay: Bepe> v Behop Aucfcfand 
UnlfBla Ftat DMston Cup second rowid: Tr* 

ti.<d - Gretna. 

DR MAHTENS LEAGUE Premier Division: 
GttuMSKv v Tamworrfv Greetey v B una g uv e 
Southern Division: Newpcrl (taW) v Bffihley 

(7a6i League Cup third round: Moor Green 

v CrtSdWB 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Ftart O- 
viuon. Langney Sports v Hatohani 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First DM- 
Blon: Ramsgate v Lotoswood (745): Slade 
Grot-n i Thamssmead (7451: Timbridije Wets 
,- i_~-ann« bur v. WttTSTubto v Becherttam |7A5) 
INTERLINK EXPRSS MIDLAND ALLIANCE 
swraai v Srapennt Industrial Rewinds 
League Cup second-round replays: Petal 
Vtfa v 6a) ws4. Rocesier 1 Wfenhfll 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: T.prraa / Ftewmarfctf (745) 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Gosport v 

Nt-wpiA, 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMatan: Amoti i Osoett T«m. itarth 
Fomov - ^ef Thwiley v Setay. 


Ice hockey 

NHL: W&^ngrri 3 Chicago Z Buffalo d Van- 
couver 2-. Colorado 2 Sen Jose 2 foO 
SUPERLEAGUE: JWr Scortsh Eartes 4 CwtBf 
Devte Z Bracknel Bees 4 Shefflefa Sieelera 3 
top ; Notongham Panthers A Basingstoke Been 

3 (art. 

Olympic Games 

GREAT BRITAIN ^ TEAM (tor Welter OtympW 
Games, Me gan o. Japan, starting on 7 Feb- 
ruary): Skiing (Alpine); A Barter. E Camdi- 
Anderaon. G Bet. A Fr eatoafer. S Ormond. J 
Ormond- Skiing (freestyle): T Dudgeon 
enorefe) K Hareei iftertab) S fenpe imorefc) 
addon: M Gee M Dtoon Boireleigtr: S X&- 
sen. L PrsA D Ward L JcTnsaa P4twood.C 
ftarfiofL ShorMracA need ataUng: N Gooch. 
M Jasper. R UtcheB. M Rowb. D Atattca FTg- 
Liraskarfng: SCousna Curling (men): D Prv 

txrttv P msorx P Wbtn J Napier. J Drybirgh 

Cunng (women): K Key. E Loudon. KLoudai 
J LoaJaa F Beyne 

Rallying 

MONTE CARLO RAL1X OvemB frftor sis BnuW 
stages): 1 T Uaknen (Fki) ttotth Lsnca Its 
26mn S75eac: 2 C Sere tSp) Toyota Corota 
128:06; 3 PUsm(lt)Stfwu»npreza izg S6; 

4 R Buns (GB) MtsubW* Cansma 1 28-3811 ; 6 
C McRae (GB) Subaru Imprere >28-48; 6 J 
KankKuwn (Fin) Ford Escort 1 29-07; 7 B Thky 
(Bed Font Escort v 30 '023; B U MiM (Geil 

6 dxH Car terns 1:30344; 9 H Urrigannj 
(Dan) fenaa Calcs 1 32:05; TO F Deleocu Iff) 
Peugaci 30$ Mari 1:32:153 

Skiing 

A merte Afetoa World Cup slalom to 
Veysonnaz, SwiUBrtand. was post- 


SCREWFlX D«ECT LEAGUE Premtor Dlvf- 
ston: Mengocfteld v Brtdpdri (7ASI Lae 
Phan pa Cup second round: Barnstaple v 
Tttxiton (74^. 

COCA-COLA IRISH LEAGUE CUP PreBml- 
nary rrarntt Balydara Comrades v Distflsry; 
LtervjvaJy v Bangor 

PONTINS LEAGUE Premier DMeon: Derby 
vEbueifuni TO (WtfwEteBbsJ (So«a. First 
DMstan: Coventry v HretaersSeB (70): Grero- 
by v Bottan (7D) Second DMsion: Bunley v 
Ibrk (715) 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
OMston: Arsenal v Chetoea (2D) l« EMrakfl; 
MwsB v Whttoacn (20) 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP TWrd round: 
Ererton v Sb*p City (7DL 

Rugby Union 

WB3H CHALLSfGE TROPHY Pool A: Brid 
send v Tuoman (Arg) (7T5) Pool B: Can*ff v 
CotOobe (Argl (76); Neath v Ftagby Canada 
(76) 

CUJB MATCH: Oxtart Unwary v London Un- 
w®ty (715) 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUP: UvKfeSEt Smn v NewcaaSe 
Cottas (73ft 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Sega World indoc* Part Chairf*- 
onrtp (Preston) 

SNOOKER: Regal Wetsh Open iNewparU 


ported yesterday becajse of heavy 
cjvemight snow and poor vistoiBty 
frnmfog.'mBracftthBsecondofback- 
to-baci* aialomsltfe we^ond. had al- 
ready beam moved from Madonna d 
Campigta. Italy. 

Snooker 

REGAL WELSH OPEN (Newport, Gwent) 
ThW tpuid; A Hcks ffing) to S Mairecb (Eng) 
S-1: S Lee (Engl bi P Lnes (Eng) s-4:JHg- 
ghs ISco) bl T ftaphy <N W 6-J; N Bond (Eng) 
u J Fenkeon fEng) 5-0: D Dale (WHO bi S 
Storey (Eng) B-3 

Sumo 

NEW YEAR taw® TOUWWAQfT (Tokyo) 
Mnlh day (of 15): Mainoum (won < tost 4 
b« Swanouml fireyo} Orffl; Yammo 6-4) bi 
lerao J4-G): KycAutenho (6-3) bt Kolotoazu- 
ma (4-9: NialaeMcM 06) bt Asanosho (5-4): 

SWdshrna &4) bt Kotoryu *4-5*: Mnetofi^jj 
to A&afiyuiaka (2-7): Kncrowaka 6-4) bt 
Tiimflkaaiga (3-8); Techfionada (4-S) b< 
Kvotariiuzan H-5): Kao p-6) M AJdrosWms 
(2-7); Musoyama (6-3) bl Tochbzuna (8-3); 
fArt*J*nani (B-1) btlbsanoumi (2-7). Aoova- 
ma &« taTblanonaiTi {5-3>.KoKnishM 
to Wkanohane &4); Aiebono (G3) bl '• 


(8-1) U OgrtshAl 


WWfckanohane 
ErU (3-6); T: 
f4-5l 

Swimming 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Perth, WA): 
Final medals table 

G S B 
United Stoles 17 6 9 


Russia 

Australia 

China 

T1 

-.7 

6 

• 

Germany 

ttedwitands 

2 

.Hungary 


Spain 


Belgium 


Costa RFca 


Japmi 


Slovakia . 

_ 

Canada 

. 

Sweden 

_ 

Britain.— 

- 

Argentina 

_ . - 

Puerto Rico 

- ... 

Yugoalavta - 

j- 


• Two broom medals lews awarded Hi the 
man’s 5am traestyta. 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPBN (MeMoumriltaVaSta- 

fltOS. rest round: S Draper |Au8) » DHrbaly 
(Slovak) 6-4 7-5 7-5; M Gusafeson ISwe) br 
D van sctwpptogen (Nath) M M fr® MT9- 
strum (SnSto L Pass And) M &2 fr2; A 
OTBrlen (usj to J-M Gamb® (ife) 3-87-5 6-1 
63; P KORDA ICz Rap) to A PWtasJSp)63 
4-66-1 64: W Feneva ISA) to J Mustek (Slo- 
vak) 8-33-6 6-2 6-3: S DOSetW (Cl to 

A BOOtSCh (FO 64 3-6 53 7-6:D San»jWl- 

rt (hi bf A Martin (So) M M 7-fi 6-3; D Pfr 
r«wi(G«iWJVhnTtark(Ba03-6B-7B-1 64 
6-1; J BtoSo iSp) bt S Sarnsten (Arm) frfl &4 
1-6 3-6 0-7: CPfaSrw 0=1) to F Meingert (BrJ 
64 1 -6 6-5 rat D vacak (C? ft8P) to L Hewn 
(Aiis) 6-2 64 1-6 2-6 6-3: G Pdzzi fit) W A 
Gtemem (Fri 54 4-6 5-7 57 64; J BJORK- 
MAN (Swe) « A Bektaajtfc (Awl 2-60-1 6-1 


51; A CORRETJA (Sp) to L Arnold (Ara) 64 
7-5 2-6 53; S Laraau (Can) bi M PJorman 
(Svw> 64 57 7-6 57 7-5: D Nastor (Can) to 
G SctaSar (Aul) 53 50 7-6: C MOYA -iSoi Dl 


G ScheDar (Aul) 53 50 7-6; C MOYA -iSpi D1 
P TramactSY |Aus) 64 53 57 7-6: £1 Black 
(Zrn) to F MANTLLA (So) 64 60 4 -6 64; M 
Russel (Sum) to B Mxphte (US) 54 0-6 64 
3-6 64; F Clave! ISp) to L Bugaredei , (Gel) 
25 52 53 64; H Arafl (Mon to H Dree knan 
(Gen 7-6 53 52. V Spadea (US) M J :5tas>- 
ak jAus) 57 51 644653: R Frorntwra t'AuS) 
W T Larkham (Aus) £6 53 64 35 53: F S.w 
taro (Fr) bt E Alvarez (Spi 45 50 53 5 7 5 
4; S Camptol (US| bl J GrtWnob (USl 3-6 
53 3-6 53 64: N Kucwb iStomh) to 1 S 
BRUGLERA (Sp) 3-6 7-5 51 rto. P SAMFRAis 
(US) bt S Schafcan (N«h) 7-5 54 52; M 
Lapent# |Ec) bl J-A Vloca fej) 57 53 54 6 
751 ; M WWmqton (US( to R VasM (C; Jteo) 
52 64 4-6 7-5: M Damm ICz Repi tt M WbOCF 
Iwda (Alb) 54 7-6 3-0 ret M PUJPPOUSSB 
(Aus) H A Calauaua (Sp) 75 64 7-6. 

Women's slngtea, firet round: R DRAGOMB 
(Romi to M BabeUGer) 52 51 : M Oremars 
(N«h) to K Kunce (Ausi 7-5 52; N Zrereve 
(Bela) to S APPELAIANS (Bef| 2^ 5253: M 
uric (Cioai U A Stubbs (Aus) 7-551. N Mya- 
oi (Japan) to S Doctor (AutJ B-251.CMAR- 
TNE2 (Sp) bl S Wees* 1G») 52 52: J 
Kandarr (Gert to S Drake-&«Amar (Aus) 51 
54; A Gerei (Cz Rapj to M Maleeva (Bii) 2-6 

52 52; T Panova (Ri6j M F Lutoaru ilu 64 
54; S Pfcstt*e lAui) to E Gagiard (Swill 7-5 
5 1 : A Mawesmo (Ft) to S Fattna th) 7 -6 7-5. 

E Wagner (Ger) to J Wtoanabe (US! 52 51 : 
TTanaararti (Thai) bl M \fcnlo(Vbn| 51 53. 
BSdwifAutiblMDear-CSvaiAraj64 5iiA. 

0 Side* (Frito L NemccWva (Cr tfepi 64 50: : 

1 MAJOUlCroev to N Sawamajsu (Japan) 54 
52; S Warams (USl to I SPHLEA IRom) 57 - 
B-3 51 ; F Labat |Arg) to N-A Guse (Aus) 25 

53 64, A Cartsson iSwl bl E DoonAovIc ' 
(Aus) 53 2-6 54. M Grzvbowsha (Po0 bl C 
Cnstaa (Rom) 53 52: L 0WENPCWT (USl 
U A CocbBMu* (Fil 52 53: R Grande (ID to ■ 
M Shaughnassy (LG) 54 53: F Perletd (h) 

tt S Cat ac (US) 57 54 56. P Sufli® lArgl 
to T Muscpav® lAusi 53 7-5: VWMamsfUS) ; 
to A Oetfawne-Baier ef <prj 53: 6-0, Wang 


Srr-img ilto) bl I Gonocftalegu lArgl 51 4-6 
64; K Habsudcwa IStavak) to S Reeves HJS) 

53 64. M Srtki (Japanl bl M EndO (Japan) 

54 53: L RAYMOND (USl W N Pian (Aus) 
51 2-653. M SemafSpt M R MsOUfevi (Aus) 
53 4-6 57 



/ 
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Arsenal consider move to Wembley to match United 


Arsenal are considering leaving 
Highbury, their home since 1913, 
for Wembley stadium in order to 
accommodate more supporters. 
Trevor Hayfett looks at the problems 
facing a club trying to match 
Manchester United’s financial 
musde. 


There was a time when it seemed as though 
Arsenal were playing at Wembley every 
other week, such was their domination of 
the knock-out trophies. Now illusion could 
become reality if a proposal for the club 
to move away from their Highbury and set 
up home at the newly refurbished national 
stadium gains widespread approval. 


Arsenal revealed yesterday that they 
have opened talks with the Wembley au- 
thorities as part of their plans for the fu- 
ture of the club. It is one of several options 
under review as the Gunners seek the best 
way to accommodate a support which has 
outgrown their North London ground. 
Highbury’s present capacity is 38,000; the 
club want to increase that to 50,000. 

The club's preference is to remain 
where they are and expand on two sides of 
the ground. Islington Council has given 
them permission to submit plans to that ef- 
fect but so vehement is the opposition from 
residents who fear a loss of housing and in- 
tolerable traffic levels that the club might 
be faced with relocation, even though that 
will alienate a huge number of fans emo- 
tionally tied to a stadium which has been 
the club's home since 1913. 


The Mfcmbley proposal was discussed by 
the FA Council yesterday. In a statement yes- 
terday Arsenal said: “We have recently been 
considering ways of increasing our crowd ca- 
pacity. Initial discussions have taken place 
with several interested potential parties in- 
cluding Wembley. These discussions are at 
a very early stage and represent one of a 
number of options for the dub." 

The Arsenal chairman. Peter Hill- 
Wood. has bad preliminary talks with 
Keith Wiseman, the chairman of the Foot- 
ball Association which uses Wembley for 
England internationals and top domestic 
fixtures such as the FA Cup Final. Other 
fixtures already on the Wembley schedule 
include the rugby league Cup Final, the 
Coca-Cola Cup Final and the Football 
League’s promotion play-off finals. 

The FA's public affairs director. David 


Davies, said they would be giving Arsenal’s 
announcement urgent attention. "The FA 
is aware of today's statement by Arsenal.” 
he said. “It clearly has important implica- 
tions for all those involved in the partner- 
ship that has been developing ihe National 
Stadium project, notably the English Sports 
Council, Wembley Stadium Ltd and our- 
selves as well as other sports. 

Wembley Stadium pic said that as a 
commercial organisation it is always re- 
ceptive to business opportunities. “There 
have been some informal conversations with 
Arsenal but I must stress that they were very 
preliminary discussions." their spokesman, 
Martin Conic, said. 

The famous stadium will begin a mas- 
sive facelift in June 1 999 at a cost of around 
£240m. After yeans of criticism that it had 
become a shoddy relic out of step with mod- 


em times, it will reopen for business in a 
setting that does justice to its reputation. 

Whereas other clubs - Derby, Bolton, 
Stoke and Sunderland - have successfully 
negotiated moves to out-of-town sites, Lon- 
don teams, hemmed in by an expantfing me- 
tropolis, have found it a Far hard er 
proposition to relocate. Wimbledon^ forced 
for share with Crystal Palace at SfiHunst Park, 

have been thwarted in their attempts to build 

their own stadium in the borough of Mer- 
ton and are giving serious consideration to 
adopting Dublin as their new home. 

Arsenal have known for . years that 
football's accelerating popularity would 
leave Highbury and its towering stands un- 
able to keep pace with their ambitions. 
Needing to expand again to compete with 
the 50,000-plus attendances that fort- 
nightly swell Manchester United’s coffers 


and to include business and corporate fa- 
cilities that no Premiership concern can af- 
ford to be without, they are hamstmng_by 
a lack of available space..- .. 

Boused m three sides by hotifflig, there - 
tyas fierce opposition from residents when 
they built Jhe new North Stand, forcii^ a 
substantial alteration to the plans: With the 
East Stand thesabjectof a listing, orderthe 
next stage of development win fbcus.onthe 
West and South stands.- ‘ .’-j 

Tdmg tftrt Council has agr eed a planning ■ 
brief giving the dub the green light to 
mit a planning proposal but is bracing itself 
for an outcry from the Highbury Ctimmu: 
nity Association who fear traffic congestion 
and the increased ri sk oif hoolig anism . -Thai 
Or ganisat ion has Arsenal supporters among 
its members but all of whom agree the area 
is already stniggiingtocope with what it has. 






Beckenbauer calls 
for early decision on 
2006 World Cup bid 


Franz Beckenbauer has 
warned that Europe is at 
risk of not being awarded 
the 2006 World Cup 
finals if England and 
Germany keep fighting 
to stage the tournament. 
Nick Duxbury reports. 


A new Wembley will be waiting, 
but England’s efforts to bring the 
world's most glittering sporting 
event to the stadium which will 
have cost £2 40m to revamp 
could came to nothing unless 
Europe presents a single bid. 

The 2006 World Cup is a 
prize wanted by both England 
and Germany, and Franz Beck- 
enbauer was yesterday doing his 
upmost to push Uefa, foot- 
ball’s European governing 
body, into making a decision 
one way or the other. 

Beckenbauer, a leading light 
in the campaign to bring the 
tournament to Germany, raised 
the spectre of the World Cup 
going to Africa. 

“Europe will only stand a 
chance if it unites behind one 
single candidate," Becken- 
bauer, who is also Bayern Mu- 
nich's president, said. 


“If England and Germany 
keep acting like they have been 
and arguing for the right to host 
the World Cup, it will simply 
favour a third candidate, name- 
ly Africa” 

The former German in- 
ternational urged Uefa’s pres- 
ident, Lennart Johansson, to 
make a decision quickly. 

“Uefa must exercise its au- 
thority as soon as possible," said 
Beckenbauer, who has ruled out 
a joint bid from England and 
Gennany, saying it would be too 
expensive and would inevitably 
lead to problems between the 
two countries. 

Beckenbauer, who won the 
1974 World Cup as a player and 
coached Germany to the 1990 
title, declared that Brazil were 
justifiable favourites to keep 
their title in Fiance this summer, 
but En glan d bad a good chance. 

“England may not be in the 
first wave of favourites, but 
since Glenn Hoddle has taken 
over he has given them soul and 
on that count alone they are def- 
initely the ‘dark hones’," he said. 

“Brazil are favourites but it 
is never easy to defend the ti- 
tle. France, as host country, and 
Italy must also be considered." 

The intrigue surrounding 
the election of a new Fifa pres- 


ident continued as more indi- 
cations emerged that Sepp Blat- 
ter, general secretary of 
football's world governing body, 
intended to stand. 

The election takes place on 
8 June, two days before Brazil 
and Scotland kick-off the World 
Cup. However, behind-the- 
scenes manoeuvring among lead- 
ing officials threatens to match 
any on-field tactical battle. 

Blatter has regularly denied 
any interest in taking over from 
Joao Havelange when the 82- 
year-old Brazilian retires after 
24 yeais in charge. But his lat- 
est utterings seem to indicate a 
change of mind. 

The Swiss Minister for Sport 
urged his 62-year-old compatriot 
to stand, leading Blatter to say: 
“I was flattered by his opinion 
and, naturally, could not dismiss 
such proposals out of hand." 

Blatteris possible candidature 
has infuriated the supporters of 
Uda’s Johansson, the only man 
to declare an interest officially. 

Uefa has demanded that 
Blatter clarify bis intentions 
and insist that if he is going to 
stand he should resign his Fife 
post immediately. He has until 
7 April to declare his intention, 
although Uefa has insisted he 
do so within the next 10 days. 
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ACROSS 

I Tactless one left radio 
playing in Med. island (9) 

6 Boss featured m 25 
short academic work (4) 26 
10 Icon's for generating 

sound (5) . 27 

II Use revolutionaiy 
method to deal with wet? 


Wandering one surprised 
by Tintero Abbey at first 
(9) 

Left port with cargo (5) 
Seaside feature that is 


suppressed by priest (4) 
financial officer fixed 


Financial i 
rate with greater certain- 
ty (9) 


12 Shout for surrender, 

worker’s finished (5,2) \ 

13 Any sale can go wrong 

and break down (7) 2 

14 Prophesy for heretic with 

ecstasy (13) 3 

17 falls from power? The 
reverse (13) 4 

21 Dried fruit is in circula- 
tion, we hear (7) 5 


DOWN 

It could have had 


sis wrongly applied (f , 
Stocked item that’s new 


iha- 


is a fine material (5) 

vo lands 


22 It provided, e.^, a post 


for torturing i 


Game birds of two 
(5,3,6) 

A month’s work for one 
in the main (7) 

After getting upset I 
sleep with German mem- 
ber of orchestra (7) 


7 Sailor holds man’s live 
animal in cuddly form? 

8 Something used for the 
rest of one’s waking 
hours (33) 

9 What vendors had before 
stockings? (9,5) 

15 Elsie abandoned one un- 
der different circum- 
stances (9) 

16 Rather wanting central 
heating in -vessel (S') 

18 Pariah dismissed actors 

O) 

19 One’s left something m 
sheltered entry? (7) 

20 Tb be involved in share 
issue male has to save 
hard (6) 

23 It coma cause dread 

when snaking about (5) 


Wycombe pair bowled over by Australian artistry 
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Gary Grace, of England (right), and Steve Glasson, of Australia, check the lie of their woods during the pairs in the World Indoor Bowls 
Championships at the Guild Hall, Preston, yesterday. The Australian partnership of Glasson and Marie McMahon needed just . 14 ends to sweep 
through to the quarter-finals against Grace and Alan Springell. They beating the English champions, from High Wycombe, 7-1, 7-3, 7-1 

Results, Digest, page 27: Photograph: Craig Prentis/Allsport 


Referee stands by decision to dismiss Williams 


After watching video 
evidence the referee who 
caused a storm by 
sending off Coventry 
City’s Paul Williams on 
Saturday has decided his 
original decision was 
correct. Rupert Metcalf 
reports. 


The Premiership referee Sieve 
Lodge last night confirmed that 
be was standing by his contro- 
versial dismissal of the Coven- 
try defender. Paul Williams, in 
Saturday's stormy game against 
Arsenal at Hlghfield Road. 

Lodge was branded “a joke" 
and “a disgrace" by the Coven- 
tty manager, Gordon Strachan, 
after the game. Williams was 
sent off for bringing down Den- 
nis Bergkamp when the Arse- 
nal striker was dean through on 
gpaL, but television replays sug- 


gested that contact was minimal. 

However, last night Lodge 
said: “I am quite happy with my 
decision. I have watched the 
video and used the slaw-motion 
to go through what happened 
several times. Having studied it' 
in detail. I have now put my re- 
port into the Football Associa- 
tion telling them that Williams 
gol sent off for a professional 
foul. It was serious foul play. I 
am standing by that." 

There were was some good 
news yesterday for Strachan: the 
Coventry striker Dion Dublin 
has turned down a £5m move 
to Middlesbrough and will stay 
at Highfield Road for the im- 
mediate future. 

The 28-year-old, City’s lead- 
ing scorer, had looked set to 
leave after turning down a 


£17,000-per-week contract at 
Highfield Road, but he has 
now told Strachan that he is 
happy to stay. His contract ex- 
pires in 18 months. 

Jurgen Klinsmann will not be 
packing his boots away for good 
at the end of the season. Re- 
ports from Germany on Sunday 
suggested that the Tottenham 
striker had said in a television 
interview that be would quit the 
game after this summer's World 
Cup Finals. “For me, it will be 
over after the World Cup. I 
won’t play in the European 
Championship," be had said. 

The German captain's com- 
ments were interpreted to mean 
that he would retire in the 
summer, after the World Cup. 
But Klinsmann was referring 
only to international football - 


and he may yet extend his 
contract at Spurs beyond the 
end of the current camp aign. 

Torsten Winkler, a German 
journalist who participated in 
the TV interview, said: “He is 
not sure what he will do after 
the end of the season - whether 
or not he remains at Tbttenham. 
But last week, he told me he will 
definitely not be going to 
Japan.” Klinsmann has often 
been linked with a lucrative 
move to the J.League. 

Klinsmann told the Ger- 
man sports magazine Kicker, in 
an interview published yester- 
day: “At the moment, I know for 
sure what my programme will 
be only for the next five or six 
months but I might well stay [at 
Spurs] a bit longer." 

Despite scoring in Sunday's 
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3-1 Premiership win over Chel- 
sea. Gary Speed, the Everton 
captain, still wants to leave the 
Goodison Park club. 

Speed is not happy that three 
bids by Newcastle United have, 
been turned down. His agent; 
Hayden Evans, said yesterday: 
“Gary is deeply upset about re- : 
cent developments at the club 
and feels passionately that a 
move would be in his best in- 
terests.’’ Talks between the playn 
er, Everton ’s manager, Howard 
Kendall, and chairman, Peter 
Johnson, were held yesterday, j 
Another unsettled player^ 
the transfer-listed Leeds fori 
ward Rod Wallace, yesterday hie 
back at cl aims by the Elland 
Road manager, George Gra-i 
ham, that he is being hawked: 
around other dubs by his agent 1 
“I don't know where Gra- 
ham got that from," Wallace 
said yesterday. “I don't know, 
where I am going.” ■/- 
Crosby quits, page 27 
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